Sunday, April 8, 2012 – Easter Sunday
The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord!
Revelation 11:15-19
Revelation 11:15b (NIV84) 15 “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.”
-----------
Welcome you again to our service of worship where we unashamedly worship our Lord Jesus Christ. On the calendar, this is a very special Sunday. The common word used to describe it is Easter. But the more Biblical term is Resurrection Sunday, where resurrection describes someone or something that rises from sleep or death. Appropriately our celebration of Christ rising from the dead takes place at the beginning of spring when all around us our earth is awakening from the dead of winter bringing new life and new growth. Surrounding us is a multitude of testimonies that resurrection is a real possibility. So the temptation to doubt that Christ could break the chains of death and rise again to life should be overcome by seeing the blossoms on the trees, the opening of the lilies and the breaking out of leaves on brown branches.

Today, as we do on every Sunday, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection from the dead. He is alive! And because He is alive there is hope for us to be alive. His offer of forgiveness for our sins of rebellion and hostility towards His Father is a real and valid offer. It’s not just words for Him. He really has made it possible for us to be reconciled with His Father, Almighty God. So our celebration today is not just that Jesus Christ is alive, but that we, too, can be alive. And, in fact, many of us in this room are alive – not just physically alive but spiritually and eternally alive. We are alive because Christ, who is alive, lives in us by faith. We came to realize our own deadness because of the pervasiveness of sin in our lives. But Christ awakened us to the hope that we could be alive in Him if we would trust in Him. And when our desire turned into trust, we entered into Him and into His life. Confessing our sins, He forgave us and cleansed us from all unrighteousness. In that process, we exchanged our old master with our new Master, Jesus Christ. We are now no longer under any obligation to obey the demands of the devil. We have been set free from that bondage so that we can now live in the power of the Holy Spirit, living lives pleasing to God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ.

This is what we celebrate every Sunday and especially on Easter. It’s Resurrection Sunday. Praise God!
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If you are visiting with us this morning, we are in a study of the book of the Revelation. It’s the last book of the Bible and we are discovering it to be an exceedingly rich book with constant allusions and references to the Old Testament. The book is written, not in a typical style like the majority of the Bible, but rather as a depiction and explanation of the visions that the writer, the Apostle John, received while he was “in the Spirit” while exiled on the island of Patmos, in the waters of the Aegean Sea, west of modern day Turkey. He apparently was exiled there as punishment for bearing witness to Christ and to hinder his Christian influence on people in the Roman Empire.

The perspective I am presenting regarding the book of the Revelation is that the book is structured primary around seven symbolic visions each describing from a different point of view what the battle between God and Satan looks like. The first half of the book presents the battle more from perspective of the physical battle taking place on this earth during the time period between Christ’s first coming and His second coming. The second half of the book presents the battle as taking place primarily in the heavenlies, in the unseen world, primarily from the perspective of the spiritual battle between God and Satan.

Remarkably, we complete the third section of Revelation today, which also means we complete the first half of the book this morning. Next Sunday, Micah will lead us in a review of the entire first half of the book of the Revelation. I strongly urge and encourage you to read or listen to the first eleven chapters of Revelation this week in one sitting at least once, if not multiple times. Listen and see if it hasn’t made a difference to you that we have spent 5 month living in the first eleven chapters.

I’m wondering if it would be helpful to try to put into perspective what we have heard and seen so far in our study of the Revelation. I do so by asking the question: How would you describe where we are right now in the course of human history? Here is a timeline, of sorts, for the book of Revelation. I felt I needed to include the Old Testament in the schematic because of all the Old Testament references in the book. I admit, this is a working schematic. It’s an attempt to show us that we are now living, not only in the end times, but near the end of the end times. We have heard Jesus announce judgment but we know that the final judgment has not yet occurred. We are still here and so is the opposition. So, I would suggest we are somewhere in the next to the final column described by the words of the first three verses of our text for today. So, here is my preliminary timeline for the book of Revelation.

	Old Covenant
	New Covenant –Time Between Christ’s First and Second Comings
	Consummation

	Creation
	The Fall
	The Law & Sacrifice
	Prophets
	Jesus as the true tabernacle
	Jesus as the Lamb of God
	Jesus the risen Lord
	Jesus: ascended, coronated King on the throne
	Jesus announces Judgment
	Jesus: Judge and Redeemer

	
	
	
	Psalm 2:1-2
	Matt. 6:10
	
	Rev. 3:21

Mark 9:1
	Rev. 5:5-6

Acts 2:33-36
	Rev. 11:15-17

1 Cor. 15:25-26
	Rev. 11:18-19

	God’s perfect creation
	Creation marred by sin and disobedience.
	The life of Moses the lawgiver points to Jesus the law fulfiller.

From Moses we get the picture of heaven from the design of the tabernacle.
	The life of Elijah points to Jesus as the announcer of judgment for sin and reward for obeying the law.
	Jesus lived among us as the tabernacle or temple of God bringing the presence of God among us. John 1
	Jesus offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice. As a result, He offers forgiveness to sinners otherwise held in a prison of bondage to sin. i.e. NO HOPE
	Jesus demonstrated His power to conquer His enemies, to break the chains of sin in people’s lives and lead them in victory and in hope to a destination of life and peace and righteousness in His presence for eternity.
	Jesus now sits on the throne of the universe with His Father, reigning as the King of kings and Lord of lords, waiting to bring about the fullness of the consummation of all things in Him.
	Jesus declares there will be no more delay in the coming judgment.
	Jesus returns in judgment and redemption, bringing about the fullness of His consummation that He has already won but is only waiting to come for all people; 


\
Today our text is from Revelation 11:15-19. It’s the seventh trumpet from section three that covers chapters 8-11. The section opens with a reminder of the prayers of the saints that were combined with the incense offered on the golden altar before the throne. This takes us back to Revelation chapter 5 where we saw the coronation of Jesus Christ as King of the universe. 

Notice as I read from chapter 5 what the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders were holding as they worshiped the Lamb that had been slain. I want us to think about the connection between what they are holding and what the Lamb has accomplished by being slain. The living creatures and the elders are holding something as they worship. In their worship they state with resounding praise that the Lamb has accomplished something particularly noteworthy. Listen carefully as I read. Revelation 5:6–10 (NIV84) 6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 8 And when He had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

What were the creatures and elders holding? Yes, golden bowls full of incense. And, what did the incense represent? Yes, the prayers of the saints. So, at this coronation celebration of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who was slain, we already have an accumulation of prayers that have come up to heaven from God’s saints. They have been received in heaven and are being held for the benefit of the saints. It makes clear to us that our prayers are received in heaven and will be responded to at the appropriate time. One truth we are already assured of from our reading of the Revelation is that God will indeed avenge the death of His saints who have died in service to our Lord Jesus.

The other highlight from this paragraph from chapter 5 has to do with what was accomplished by Christ, the Lamb, being slain. Do you see what Christ’s death on the cross accomplished? Yes, with His blood He purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. He didn’t just purchase Chinese people or Norwegian people or Ethiopian people. He chose men and women for Himself from every tribe and language and people and nation. And He did so that they would be a kingdom. They would function as kings within a kingdom, namely the kingdom of God. They would also function as priests within that kingdom where they would serve their Creator God in the capacity of interceding for and mediating between God and other sinners. They would serve as connecting points for people all over the world so they could come into a personal and saving relationship with Christ. 

My fellow Christian, is that your mission statement for your life today? If it’s not, I humbly, gently, but boldly say, you are not giving yourself to a high enough purpose in life. Everyone of us who has received the gift of eternal life needs to be giving ourselves sacrificially for the sake of the Gospel to be proclaimed around the world and in some manner we each need to be on the front lines. In other words, we need to be investing ourselves personally so that the Gospel message is advancing somewhere in the world, hopefully toward people you are personally getting to know or at least know about.
Just a side note. The symbolism within this book is again apparent when describing that God is gathering people from all over the world. No inhabited place on earth is omitted by John’s symbolic use of the number four. Here in our text John uses four descriptions of the whole world in the likeness of other uses of the number four: tribe, language, people and nation. At the beginning of chapter 7, we were told of the four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth. Here the symbolism is of the totality of God’s creation as we think of the four directions, north, east, south and west. Also, there is a clause that appears four times throughout the book - “the one who lives forever and ever.” This speaks of the Creator. And if we’re going to make something of it appearing precisely four times in the book, it makes sense that by doing so four times, it punctuates the significance that God is the Creator over His entire creation (4:9; 4:10; 10:6; 15:7). The God who lives forever and ever, loves all the people He created and wants them saved from the condemnation they are under because of their sinful state.
Now back to Revelation 5. This text further tells us that these people God has purchased from all over the world would also reign in God’s kingdom on this earth. That seems like just a restatement that they would be a kingdom. But, it does clarify the location of this kingdom. It will be on earth. But, that doesn’t exclude the possibility that they will reign with God in heaven, as well. It just states that God’s servants will reign on this earth at some point.
So, surely we should wonder when this will take place. When will we reign in God’s kingdom here on this earth? I suggest it is taking place right now and will take place in eternity. If we go back to the creation narrative in Genesis 1, we see that a close connection to our being made in the image and likeness of God is that we were given the assignment to rule and subdue the creatures of the earth.

Genesis 1:26–28 (NIV84) 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Ruling and subduing is a present assignment. Then, by adding to this the assignment to serve God in His kingdom, we can see that this is also a present assignment. We have been called to be partners with Christ in the mission of making the Gospel known to all four corners of the world. We speak of this often when we speak about our calling to advance the Gospel into the world.
That brings us to the opening of section 3 and chapter 8 that reminds us of the prayers of the saints that were combined with the incense offered on the golden altar before the throne. In chapter 5 we were given the impression that the incense was equivalent to the prayers. Now in chapter 8, the impression is that they are different in some manner from each other. I would like to propose that they actually remain the same thing. What we see here is the combining of the new prayers with the older prayers and now they are being offered to God with an expectation that God would now answer these prayers, even ones that had been prayed relatively long ago. That’s my theory.
Revelation 8:3–5 (NIV84) 3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 
The prayers of the saints are being answered. The answer indeed was given in the form of judgments of warning, called seven trumpets. The angel took the censer that had contained the prayers that he had offered to God and now filled it with fire from the altar and he hurled it onto the earth. That action resulted in thunder, rumblings, lightning and an earthquake. To an unbeliever, he was to see this display as the coming of the wrath of God. To the believer, he was to see this as a display of God’s fulfillment of His promise that He would avenge the blood of those saints who had died while advancing the Gospel in hostile territory.

Now, six trumpets later, we are again hearing and seeing as bookends to this section, thunder, rumblings, lightning and an earthquake. There are two differences. The order is changed and an additional sign of judgment is added, namely a great hailstorm.

There is some debate whether the hurling down of fire by the angel was the start of the seven trumpets or still part of the end of the seven seals of section two. Maybe both are true. Maybe Revelation 8:1-5 represents a dual-purpose bridge. First, it functions as an end to the seventh seal of section two, providing decisive connections to the seventh trumpet of section three, namely the thunder, rumblings, lightning and earthquake. But, then, second, it functions as the introduction to section three with the hurling down of fire with the announcement that the trumpets would bring severe and increasing judgments on the earth to warn earth’s inhabitants that the window of opportunity to repent was closing fast.

We saw the first four trumpets of chapter 8 reveal a three step recurring cycle. Step 1 is the advance of Christ and His Gospel by His people. Step 2 is the opposition to and persecution of Christ, His Gospel and His people brought on by the agitation of Satan, the great enemy of Christ. Step 3 is the sending of initial judgments from God as warnings that unless sinners repent of their rebellious ways, these warnings will turn into judgment and condemnation. These initial judgments are representative of the final judgment. They are not yet the final judgment. Those who remain rebellious only deepen their rut to hell while those who repent are shown mercy and are spiritually protected and preserved in the ongoing war between Satan and Christ. Believers who have died for their faith in Christ spur on the remaining Christians to further advance the Gospel of Christ, starting the cycle over again.

The fifth and the sixth trumpets appear to describe the work of demons under the control of “the angel of the Abyss.” The fifth trumpet could be the work of demons in the minds of unbelievers, causing them mental torture. While the sixth trumpet could be the work of demons in the destruction of human lives.

The forces at work in trumpets five and six likely are the spiritual forces of the dark world that Paul refers to in Ephesians 6. In fact, Paul’s words confirm what John is teaching us in the Revelation. We believers in Jesus Christ live in a world of inhabitants who are being controlled by Satan. Satan and his demonic forces are at war with Christ and His church. That is the environment in which we live. And, while living in this environment, called the world, we are to be advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaiming freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners of sin (Isaiah 61:1). Our mission is to help sinners get released from their bondage, not to add further condemnation on them.
This all brings us to the seventh trumpet. As we hear the seventh trumpet sound, it almost sounds like another answer to the foolish harangue of the rebellious kings and rulers of the earth we read about in Psalm 2. Psalm 2:1–2 (NIV84) 1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One.
Just exactly how did God, through the psalmist, answer the blatant confrontation? And then notice the similarities to the text in Revelation 11 telling of the seventh trumpet.

	Psalm 2
	Revelation 11

	4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, 6 “I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father.8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. 9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

	15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.” 
16 And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. 
18 The nations were angry; and Your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding Your servants the prophets and Your saints and those who reverence Your name, both small and great— and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 
19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within His temple was seen the ark of His covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm. 



Clearly, again, we have the sequence of the advance of the Gospel met with the opposition by Satan and his minions. But now we hear the loud voices in heaven declare that the end of the opposition is in view. “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.” 
It is here stated in past tense terms. “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” The twenty-four elders chime in with past tense terminology as well.
“We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. 
If there was any uncertainty before, it is gone with these verses. Our crucified, risen Savior has ascended into heaven and is now reigning with His Father on the throne in heaven. What we hear in Revelation 11:15-17 may still be in the realm of the future experientially for us, but in reality, it’s a done deal only waiting for its final fulfillment. We are waiting for Christ to return.
O what a glorious day when these prophetic words will come to pass fully for us. We can only imagine what it will be like. In the words of David Bryant, “Of one thing we can be sure: At this very moment God is preparing for something much grander and more conclusive than we can imagine. There’s coming a revolutionary revelation of His reign, when the unbelieving peoples of earth will groan in fear, seeking to flee His face (Rev. 6). Christ will bring down the curtain on the dead-end tragedies of this fallen world, to raise it again on that fabulous Forever Festival that the Bible terms eternal life. Faith will flow into sight. Promises will culminate in ways beyond comprehension, in a visitation of God we call our Lord’s visible return in Glory. 

The seventh trumpet is pointing to the final judgment and the final reward. We call it the great consummation of all things in Christ. We’ve said it before that Christ is the destination of all of history. He is the end goal. He is the culmination of all things. At the end of history there Christ will stand as Judge and Redeemer. Those who have rebelled against His authority to be the Lord of their lives, will be judged with eternal consequences. Those who have gladly surrendered to Christ’s authority will be rewarded with full participation in the life of the Triune God.

What we read about in Revelation 11 is the continuation of what began at the ascension of Christ 40 days after His resurrection. Thus, our celebration here at Easter is a step to an even grander celebration when Jesus ascended into heaven to be crowned King and to join His Father on the throne of the universe. What Jesus did to be worthy of this honor was to willingly subject Himself to the judgment of the cross on our behalf as the perfect, spotless Lamb of God. When He died, His death atoned for our sins. When He rose triumphant from the grave, He confirmed that not only is He able to forgive sins, but He also confirmed that He was worthy to open the securely sealed scroll and execute judgment on the rebellious and the scoffer. The same event of judgment on the unrepentant will reveal those who will be redeemed by Christ’s blood. 

Thus in verse 18 we read of the dual combination of judging and rewarding. 18 The nations were angry; and Your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding Your servants the prophets and Your saints and those who reverence Your name, both small and great— and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 
This connects us to the story of the harvest in Revelation 14 where at the same time there is a harvesting of the unrighteous souls who are sent to eternal punishment, there is also a harvesting of the righteous who are welcomed into an eternal fellowship with the Godhead. These events spoken of in chapter 11 will take place at the second coming of the Son of Man, Christ Jesus. 
Just as God gives preliminary judgments on the earth to alert us to a coming and final judgment of the rebellious and non-submissive people in order that they would repent of their sins, embrace the Savior and enjoy the blessings of righteousness rather than the bear the horrors and sorrow of sin’s consequences, so also, God gives preliminary installments of the glories of His coming kingdom in order to encourage His servants that there is coming a day when there will be no more attacks on Christ, His gospel or His people but only the delight of entering into the joy that is now being experienced within the Godhead.

For the faithful servants of Christ, the sights and sounds of impending judgment are cause for rejoicing because the longed for victory is soon at hand. In the words of David Bryant: The culmination spoken of in 11:15-19 already is “at hand” (literally, hovering over us, ready to break in upon us). So we might as well live as if it were already fulfilled because, in spirit and in truth, it IS! Because Jesus already is Lord, the outcome is as good as done. 

This brings us back then to the dual victory that was won on the cross and in the tomb. Jesus crushed sin on the cross and conquered death in the tomb. He demonstrated that He was the Lamb of God and the Son of man. Therefore, He is now reigning from the throne with His Father in heaven in what the Church Father’s spoke of as “the dance of the Trinity.” This dance goes on for the rest of eternity.

I conclude with Bryant’s description of the “dance of the Trinity:” “The Father puts everything under the feet of the Son; and the Son in turn offers up everything to the glory of the Father. Perfection! And the Spirit brings believing hearts into harmony with the Son as His footstool. Then the Spirit empowers the saints to turn and give glory to the Father for what has been accomplished by the Son. And the dance continues, forever. And God IS all, to all, working in all. World without end. Perfection!” 
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