Sunday, June 3, 2012 – Communion Sunday – Graduates Sunday
The dragon’s purpose overthrown
Revelation 12:1-12
Revelation 12:10 (NIV84) 10 “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 
-----------
The book of the Revelation is an unveiling of Jesus Christ as the King of the universe who reigns and rules from His throne in heaven with His Father (Rev. 5). The book of the Revelation displays for us human history from creation to the consummation when those who have responded in faith and trust in Jesus Christ while on earth will continue to enjoy the blessing of Christ’s presence in the new heaven and the new earth freed from the sins that beset them on earth. The book of the Revelation reveals to us both the visible and invisible opposition to Christ and His people, alerting us to the motives and strategies of those who seek to separate us from Jesus Christ our King. Thus, the book of the Revelation is both a book of encouragement and of warning that is worthy of being our companion while we run the race that is set before us to live for the honor and glory of Jesus Christ.
As we come to Revelation chapter 12, we find ourselves at what most commentators describe in some manner as “the center and the key to the entire book.”
 One of the reasons for this designation is the transition that is observed between the two major divisions in the structure of the book. Hendriksen puts it this way: “Whereas the first main division pictures the outward struggle between the Church and the world, the second part of the book reveals the deeper background” 
 to that struggle. 

Another reason for identifying chapter 12 and the section it opens as the center of the book is its introduction to the main characters of the cosmic conflict that we are all part of. By the time we finish reading and studying chapter 14, which concludes the fourth section of the seven sections of the book, we are made aware of the major figures in the opposition to Christ and His church, namely 1. the dragon, 2. the beast of the sea, 3. the beast of the earth, 4. Babylon and 5. those with the mark of the beast. The remainder of the book will describe how Christ conquers each of these opponents in reverse order as they are introduced in section 4.
Chapter 12 also provides us with an entire outline of human history that is filled out in more detail throughout the whole book of the Revelation, helping us see in no uncertain terms that Jesus Christ is the center point of history and our only hope of overcoming the opposition to His reign and rule in our lives. That outline can be stated in three parts: I. The Battle, II. The Battle’s Sequel, III. Christ’s Victory and Satan’s Defeat. It is this outline that is woven into the fabric of the Revelation.

We are first introduced to the battle in Genesis 3. It is there that we become aware of the significance of “the woman” we read about in Revelation 12. It is also there that we are given the same outline we find in Revelation 12.

Genesis 3:13-15 (NIV84) 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 
Key to understanding Revelation 12 is to see here both the specific and representative meaning of the woman in Genesis 3. Obviously, the woman in the conversation with God is Eve, wife of Adam. But, when God addresses the woman prophetically and speaks of her offspring, she is then representing the lineage of God’s people that will bring to this world Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of mankind and the Conqueror of Satan. As the woman, then, she is God’s people, or as Peter states it: 1 Peter 2:9 (NIV84) 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. 
Just as in the beginning of the lineage of Jesus was the woman Eve, so at the end of the lineage of Jesus is the woman Mary. They are specific women in the lineage of God’s people to bring to the world the Messiah. And yet, they are representative of the people of God, of Israel, of whom God speaks of Himself as being her husband.

Isaiah 54:1-8 (NIV84) 1 “Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband,” says the Lord. 
2 “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. 3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities. 
4 “Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame. Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood. 5 For your Maker is your husband— the Lord Almighty is His name— the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; He is called the God of all the earth. 
6 The Lord will call you back as if you were a wife deserted and distressed in spirit— a wife who married young, only to be rejected,” says your God. 7 “For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with deep compassion I will bring you back. 8 In a surge of anger I hid My face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,” says the Lord your Redeemer. 
Thus, Israel, God’s covenant people, is the woman who is the mother of the promised offspring spoken of in Genesis 3:15. “From the expulsion from Eden, God’s people have been an expectant mother, awaiting the birth of the Seed who would champion their cause against Satan the liar, accuser, and murderer.”
 And as we have previously traced Messiah’s lineage and how Satan was constantly attempting to kill the next in line to fulfill the promise of Genesis 3:15, so he continued that attempt of murder right up to the birth of Christ.

The motivation for these murderous plots against the Messiah, the Anointed One, are expressed in Psalm 2:1-9 (NIV84) 1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. 3 “Let us break Their chains,” they say, “and throw off Their fetters.” 
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, 6 “I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father. 8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. 9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
But just as surely as God promised in Genesis 3, so here in Psalm 2, God again assures His people that Satan’s war against our Messiah will not succeed. Rather, the male child, the infant babe born to Mary, will fulfill God’s promise. He will rule the nations that fight against Him with an iron scepter and dash them to pieces like pottery. Our Lord Jesus Christ will triumph. That is God’s promise to us, God’s people.
I think we have enough background now to step into the text of Revelation 12. This chapter is all about Christ’s protection of His church from Satan’s harmful schemes. This text should bring us much encouragement as we “see” what has occurred on our behalf both in heaven and on earth. This chapter is supreme in giving us reason to hope that we need not live in defeat to Satan’s schemes. He is a defeated foe! Our Conqueror lives victorious and His blood is more than adequate to keep providing us with victory in our daily challenge with temptations and suffering.
As a heads up, chapter 12 can be divided into three parts, each part covering the same chronology of events. So, three times we’ll read about the entire period of The Battle and the beginning of The Battle’s Sequel. So, here’s part 1 of Revelation 12.

Revelation 12:1-6 (NIV84) 1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 

So, I ask you, who is the woman? Well, if we first answer the question, who is the son, a male child, then we’ll know who the woman is. O.K. Who is the male child? What we have already read from Psalm 2 would say that the child is the Messiah, the Anointed One, of whom the Psalmist writes: 9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
So the child is Jesus, the Christ. That must mean, then, that the woman is Mary. 
 That is correct if we are only looking for a specific answer. But, if we are looking for a representative answer, the woman is Israel, God’s people, who provided the lineage from which Jesus would be born. 
 

John adds something to the woman’s description that would have communicated to any Scripture loving Jew that the woman is Israel. When they heard “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head,” they immediately thought of Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob, the one who would become a type of Christ because of his work of saving Israel from the great famine. As I read the text from Genesis 37, note who it is who will bow down to Joseph and then answer the question, who is the woman?

Genesis 37:5-11 (NIV84) 5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 
In a prophetic statement, revealed to Joseph in a dream, he understood that the nation of Israel, made up of the twelve sons of Jacob, including Joseph, would bow down to him. They were described as “the sun and moon and eleven stars.” Jacob’s rebuke of Joseph for revealing the dream demonstrates that they understood precisely what was being intended by “the sun and moon and eleven stars” bowing down to Joseph.

So, when the readers and listeners of Revelation 12 heard “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head,” they immediately thought of Israel as a nation. For this reason, we must say that this is the woman that John is speaking of in chapter 12. We also know that the woman is pregnant and about to give birth. Repeating Dennis Johnson’s comment earlier, “God’s people have been an expectant mother” ever since the prophecy of Genesis 3:15. Now, the long awaited child was about to be born. But there is danger lurking in the very presence of this pregnant woman.

In verse 3 of chapter 12, the antagonist is identified for us. He is an enormous red or fiery dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. He was so enormous that when his tail snapped, it swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. That’s a monstrous dragon. Seven heads speaks of the cunning and deceitful wisdom that he possessed. The ten horns to his great power. And the seven crowns of his immense authority and influence over people. This dragon is clearly identified in the second part of this chapter as “that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.” This cannibalistic monster stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth to the Christ Child so that he might devour Him the moment He was born.

Do you feel the tension? Do you grasp how overwhelming is this threat to baby Jesus? Maybe this scene is all too familiar with some of us when we encounter those recurring temptations that seem so very overwhelming. We seem powerless to say “no.” And so we give in. What are we to such powerful temptations that appear to be as monstrous as this dragon in front of the woman?
And, by the way, let me ask you. When we put up Christmas manger scenes, are we missing one of the primary characters who was there for the birth of our Savior? Do we ever think of the presence of Satan there in front of Joseph and Mary anticipating the birth of baby Jesus?

Here we have an example of what is meant when it is said of the second half of the Revelation that it presents a “deeper background” to the events we have already read about in the first half. This is a reality that is not visible to the human eye. God has given John the insights to share with us things that we could not otherwise see. In this Revelation we are now made aware of the cosmic conflict going on in the heavenlies and in the unseen things on earth.
Verse 5 gives us much reason to hope. The monstrous dragon is not invincible. Though he gives the impression of being so wise and powerful, even sometimes convincing us that he is wiser and more powerful than God Himself, when we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, those delusions are seen for the counterfeits that they truly are. So, here is our hope for eternity, wrapped up in one verse: 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne.
What happened to the dragon? His plot to devour our Savior was foiled. Jesus was far wiser. Jesus was exceedingly more powerful. Jesus conquered Satan. He conquered him at His birth. He conquered him through all Satan’s temptations. He conquered him as he maneuvered surreptitiously through the religious leaders in Jerusalem. And, most importantly, Jesus conquered the dragon on the cross and in the tomb. Neither sin nor death would overcome our Savior.
In this brief verse 5, the entire earthly life of Jesus is summarized from his birth to His ascension and coronation on the throne in heaven with His father. We are brought back to chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation and Christ’s return to heaven as the Victor, the Conqueror, our Savior now glorified.

But then verse 6 must raise some questions for us. What is the meaning of the desert? And what is the place God has prepared there for the woman? And, do we need to ask once again, who is the woman?

6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.
But really, the desert or wilderness shouldn’t be a surprise to us. Think of the Exodus from Egypt. Before going into the Promised Land, where did God lead the children of Israel and how did He prepare a place for His people? First, He promised His presence would go with them and would be visible to them at the tabernacle. Then He promised to feed them with bread called manna.

Exodus 16:31-35 (NIV84) 31 The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out of Egypt.’ ” 
33 So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put an omer of manna in it. Then place it before the Lord to be kept for the generations to come.” 34 As the Lord commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna in front of the Testimony, that it might be kept. 35 The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan. 
And for how long? Most of us would answer 40 years. We just read it in verse 35 of Exodus 16. But, maybe that was a rounded off number. Could it be that it was really 42 years?
In Numbers 33:1-49, we are told of the 42 stages of Israel’s wanderings in the wilderness over a period of over 40 years. Verse 39 tells of Aaron’s death at age 123 years that occurred on the first day of the fifth month of the fortieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. His death occurred during the 33rd stage of Israel’s wandering. There were yet 9 stages to go before entering the Promised Land. It seems all too possible that it could easily have taken them 2 more years to complete those final 9 stages.
But, even if it weren’t 42 years to complete 42 stages, the fact of 42 stages certainly provides symbolism for the 42 months or 1,260 days that John speaks of in verse 6 of God taking care of the woman in a place in the desert. Verse 6 is “so” the Exodus story brought into the life of the church post Christ’s resurrection and ascension. If ever there were an argument for the wilderness wanderings of Israel being the symbol for the time period between Christ’s two comings, it is here in Revelation 12:6. 
As we come to the second part beginning at verse 7, consider hearing this second part of chapter 12 as a recap of a similar chronology of events in verses 1-6. I have prepared a print out of this chapter in three columns to illustrate the parallel nature of these three parts. To me, at least, it shouts out, “three parallel stories of the same events.”

Revelation 12:7-12 (NIV84) 7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”
What likely is occurring is a difference in perspective of the same battle. 12:1-6 is the cosmic battle from the perspective of earth. The focus is on the earthly life of Jesus. 12:7-12 is the cosmic battle from the perspective of heaven. The focus is on how Archangel Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. I agree with those scholars who say that Christ’s ascension and exaltation in glory following His victory on the cross and His overcoming of death in the tomb was the turning point of the war in heaven. In other words, Christ’s victory enabled Michael’s victory. Or, verse 5b, And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne, made possible verse 9, 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
Dennis Johnson describes the “hurling down” as Satan being “disbarred from his status as prosecutor in the court of divine justice: ‘the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down,’ . . . no longer” do his accusations carry any weight in God’s court. When Satan tries to tell us what to do, all we need do is point to the cross or point to the ascension of Christ as evidence of Satan’s defeat and being disbarred from having his accusations against us being allowed in God’s court. As Paul says it in Romans 8:1 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
I think we’ll have to wait until next week to finish off this chapter. But, I encourage you to dwell in this chapter in anticipation of next Sunday. There is so much practical help in this chapter that I have even yet addressed. So, come back next week. But, don’t just wait until then to read through this chapter.

Lord willing, by Tuesday sometime, I will have a study guide prepared for you to engage in as preparation for next Sunday’s sermon. Will you make a point of working through that study guide? You can join me here in the Fireside Room on Wednesday night at 7:00 as we look at the chapter as a whole while focusing on the last part.

I leave you with this thought. Do not put your trust in outward appearances. It may look like you are on the losing side. It may appear that the dragon is overwhelmingly monstrous, cunningly wise and mysteriously powerful. But, friends, know this, the dragon is no match for Christ and if you are in Christ then the conquering His does is conquering that you are participating in. Just as Michael’s victory was made possible by Christ, so will your victory over sin and temptation be made possible by Christ in you.[image: image1][image: image2.png]
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