Sunday, September 9, 2012 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Biblical Marriage!

Promoting the greatest good 
for our communities and our future! – 
Part 1: What is God’s intention for marriage?

Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:21-33
Genesis 2:23-24 (NIV84)  23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
Ephesians 5:32 (NIV84)  32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.
--------------

Welcome to a four-part sermon series on Biblical marriage. As you are very well aware, just six weeks from now we will be receiving our ballots for the November election and on that ballot we will participate in deciding how our state will define marriage. Will it be exclusively between one man and one woman, or, will it be redefined without regard to the gender of the two getting married? We will decide this November. And frankly, it is really hard for me to comprehend how we as a nation have come to this moment where we think we can tell God He was wrong when He created marriage and defined it as the uniting of one man and one woman. 

So, it is without any hesitation that I take my stand on what I understand to be the clear teaching of the Bible, and therefore, I will be voting to REJECT Referendum 74 in order to preserve marriage as between a man and a woman, only.

Realizing, however, that we are all hearing fine sounding and emotional arguments for equality in marriage and for the right of anyone who loves another regardless of gender to stand at the altar and be married, I gladly undertake now to make the case that our opposition to such arguments are not based on hatred of people who are different from us but rather on arguments that are grounded in both truth and love. While God’s commandments can sometimes feel burdensome, they are never harmful to our well-being. Rather, truth is essential for health and the sustenance of life. We ignore or reject truth at our own peril. In addition, truth is at the heart of love, for love cannot exist if it is not rooted in truth. 
As the starting point in any conversation about marriage we must know thoroughly the case for marriage from God’s perspective if we’re going to have any hope of defending it. Today I am answering the question, What is God’s intention for marriage? It seems important to me to ask God to weigh in on this subject since He appears to have had more than just a little to do with its existence. So that’s the topic for this morning’s sermon. The next three sermons will answer three additional questions: Why are children inseparable from marriage? What does sex have to do with marriage? And, How does redefining marriage redefine the culture? 
Please allow me to do some groundwork in preparation for these sermons. I firmly believe that this series of sermons will present teaching that is exceptionally important to help us be more effective in advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our community and world. Its value rests on the authority of God’s revealed word to all humanity. That includes us today. It is of first importance to those of us who have placed our full trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior to understand how and why God created marriage. To us this teaching will speak a word of encouragement and challenge and will even rebuke, discipline and correct us because we, as people belonging to God, have been uniquely called to be faithful witnesses of Christ and His Gospel. We cannot expect that our witness will be heard, let alone received, by those who presently don’t believe in Christ if we who purport to believe in Him are ourselves knowingly resisting the transformation Jesus wants to bring to us through His Gospel. God wants His messengers to reflect His message. Thus, we shouldn’t be surprised if we are rebuked by God’s word on this topic. Let me repeat that. As we who claim allegiance to Jesus Christ understand how and why God created marriage, we may likely feel rebuked by God for our own disobedience of His instructions regarding marriage. When this happens, we shouldn’t be surprised. Nor should we be resistant to His corrective discipline. God fully intends that His messengers convey His message both in word and deed, albeit with the imperfections of redeemed sinners.

So, we must come to this study with a readiness to hear both the affirming word of God as well as the corrective word of God. The Psalmist said it best in Psalm 139:23-24. “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” Until the day we die, this must be our disposition from which we take our bold and courageous stand in advancing the gospel of Jesus Christ. In humility, in humility, we boldly and courageously advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. Does that sound counter-intuitive to you? It does most certainly to me! Our boldness and our courage and our confidence are grounded in our humble understanding that we are undeserving sinners who have been thrown a lifeline by Jesus Christ and are now enjoying the gift of a relationship with our merciful and holy God. There’s not one of us here this morning who deserves by virtue of what he has done to have been extended the saving mercy and grace of our Lord.

Now if we approach this study on marriage from a disposition of humble boldness, I believe God will use these sermons to reestablish for us the Biblical foundation for our understanding of marriage, family and sex and will equip us to lovingly and compassionately defend truth and advance the gospel in our state.
We have seen from our Revelation study that when the gospel of Jesus Christ is advanced and proclaimed in our world we can expect that there will be resistance to that message. Yet, we are called to continually make the gospel known in spite of resistance because there will be those who will respond in repentance to the gospel message. The Revelation teaches us that while Christ is leading His church in proclaiming the good news about Him from the time of His first coming to His second coming, there is a continual warfare taking place both on earth and in the heavens trying to restrain the gospel’s advance. Thus, our study these next four weeks is really about further equipping us to more effectively advance the gospel in our community. The subject matter just happens to be about marriage.

Now admittedly and quite frankly this series of sermons is inspired by present events within our wonderful state of Washington. Our understandings of God’s intentions for marriage are being challenged, to say it mildly. The public deference this country has previously given to God and the Bible has all but evaporated. You do know what I mean by “deference,” don’t you? It’s a respectful acknowledgement that God’s instructions are good and that they are good for us. Sadly and dangerously that deference has been replaced with both subtle and open hostility, primarily because God and the Bible, and those who still hold them to be the ultimate source of truth for all of life, stand as the final obstacle to a libertine lifestyle where everyone is encouraged to do whatever is right in his or her own eyes. In words taken from Psalm 2:2-3 (NIV84) 2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One.3 “Let us break Their chains,” they say, “and throw off Their fetters.” They view God as the great killjoy of life and His laws as shackles that prohibit travel into the forbidden pleasures of this world.
My calling as a servant of God is to give voice to the word of God, to bring God’s word into this community, statewide and national debate. Not only must the church hear, but unbelievers must hear, “Thus says the Lord!” “Thus says the Lord!” This is the calling of the church of Jesus Christ. And I’m concerned that we may be leaving God out of this public debate. That is why I am using the phrase “Biblical marriage” rather than simply “marriage” or “traditional marriage” Am I therefore excluding people who are of other faith traditions or who make no claim to any religion by speaking of Biblical marriage? I say “no”!
Here’s what I mean when I say “Biblical marriage.” I am asserting that the God of the Bible not only created this world, including humans, but that He also “invented,” if you will, marriage. Marriage is God’s idea. Marriage is a creation of God. He holds the patent rights on this most important institution. That is a fundamental understanding for a Christian worldview.

But, does that then exclude people of other faiths or no faith from participating in marriage? Absolutely not. Rather, as they have participated in marriage and figured out how to make marriage work at its best their marriages likely came to look a whole lot like God’s intentions for marriage. That is largely because God’s laws translate into principles that if obeyed will often produce benefits that even unbelievers can see and want. Whether one believes in God or not, God’s truth remains. And when a society, even unknowingly, follows the commands of God, that society will reap benefits from doing so. But, if a society disregards God’s commands, even unknowingly, they will reap the consequences of violating those commands. One of God’s universal propositions is this, found in Galatians 6:7: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”
In other words, life generally improves when we live life God’s way and generally degenerates when we live life counter to His ways. This is true within cultures whether they knowingly comply or not. I say generally, because we are all aware of how bad things happen to good people and vice versa. That’s because we live in a sinful world and sin’s tentacles are pervasive. Most diseases are no respecter of persons. Just as the sun shines on the righteous and the unrighteous, so troubles come on everyone as well (Matthew 5:45). But, generally speaking, obeying God’s commands will bring blessings on a community or culture. Disobeying God’s commands will most certainly bring disorder and trouble within that community or culture.
Therefore, I am presenting marriage from the Bible’s perspective because it speaks with moral authority. Further, it unembarrassingly declares its propositions as truth. And even more encouraging is that the Bible’s perspective on marriage is comprehensively instructive and productive. In other words, following God’s instructions on marriage will produce a better result than all alternatives to it. This last point may sound like opinion, but to this speaker, it appears to be quite self-evident. If husbands really loved their wives as Christ loves the church, would it not follow that there would be fewer divorces? If there was drastically less unfaithfulness within marriage, would there not be drastically fewer single moms trying to raise their children under poverty or near poverty conditions? If there were greatly fewer divorces, would there not be greatly fewer disillusioned teens and young adults and a greater likelihood more of those teens would seek to emulate their parents rather than revolt against their hypocrisies and instead form stable marriages themselves? It is self-evident that doing marriage God’s way will produce a better result.
The first five English words of the Bible, in Genesis 1, are without exception the most powerful words in the whole world. Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created.” In Hebrew they are three words: Bereshith bara Elohim. “In the beginning God created.” This is the foundation for everything that follows. From those three Hebrew words we know who created the world and who created us. Everything is traced back to God. To go back to the beginning, we find God was already there.

It stands to reason, then, if everything finds its origin in God, than He is the most reliable source to turn to about the subject of marriage. But it also is understandable that if someone did not want to bow in surrender to God’s instructions about marriage that that someone would be inclined to delete God or remove God or marginalize God or make God to be irrelevant. Or as some have reasoned, if we must have God, then we must change God to be something more to our liking so we won’t always be running up against Him. All of these alternatives are certain to reap negative consequences.
The intent of God in creating the heavens and the earth was to bring His blessing on His creation. Yet, many of God’s blessings are weakened by the devastating effects of the Fall. But when His creation lives within the parameters that He has established, God’s creation will be blessed. Bereshith bara Elohim, “in the beginning God created,” with the intent of blessing His handiwork. 
Genesis 1:27 (NIV84) 27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
In the first creation account of man in Genesis 1, the emphasis is placed on man as male and female being created in the image of God. As starters, that distinguishes humanity from the animals. Only of man is it stated that they were created in God’s image. Both women and men are made in the image of God. And there is mystery here. To bear God’s image is to share somehow in some measure His likeness. This strongly suggests that as we look at each other, both male and female among us, something about each one of us should be reflecting God’s image. That will have even greater significance when we speak specifically about marriage, which is also designed to reflect something very significant about God, particularly in Christ’s relationship with His church.

Now the parameters of this message doesn’t allow me the luxury of speaking more about the meaning of the image of God, but this profound statement by God most communicates that He intends to share a relationship with humanity in some similar likeness to the relationship that already exists within the Godhead. Very possibly, by making us male and female, God is giving us the opportunity to experience at the human level in a real, though limited way, the kind of intimacy of relationship God is experiencing with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But even more profound is the provision by God for us to experience a personal relationship with Him because we are made in His image.

In the second creation account of man found in Genesis 2, the emphasis is placed on the relationship between the man and the woman. Whereas the first creation account emphasized man’s relationship with God having been made in the image of God, the second creation account focuses more on the relationship between the man and the woman.
Here in Genesis 2 we get another perspective on the creation of man. Obviously, God didn’t create man and woman twice. Rather, what we have here in chapter 2 is another perspective on the one creation story of man and woman.

So, as we come to the story in chapter 2, we are already aware that the creation of man meant both male and female and that they were made in the image of God. Even though the word marriage is not used in the first account, it most certainly is implied in the command by God that they unite in one flesh and be fruitful and multiply. So, at this point I want us to focus our thinking on our primary question: What is God’s intention for marriage? For here in the last third of Genesis chapter 2 we clearly have the first marriage between two humans. God was there for it. God was making it happen. And God had intentions for what was to be accomplished by the marriage between a man and a woman. God, who knows the end from the beginning, also knew at this very moment of creation the picture that human marriage is to display for every human being over the whole course of history. It would not come as an afterthought to God that He would later describe the culmination of all of history as a marriage complete with a wedding banquet and a consummation of intimacy. For that is how God describes the culmination of history in the book of Revelation (Rev. 19:6-9; 21:2-3, 9-10; 22:17). Therefore, from the very beginning, God was very intentional about His purpose for the marriage of a man and a woman. And nothing in all of Scripture indicates that He has changed His mind about His intention or that He made a mistake in doing what He did. From the beginning of history to the end of history, marriage is the picture God has chosen to convey to the world that He loves us with a sacrificial and persevering love. God’s culminating act of creation is a wedding of one man and one woman. And His culminating act of history is to hold a wedding ceremony for Christ and His bride, the church. Thus, weddings are the bookends of the Bible. And, if we want to take this even a bit further, marriages and weddings bookend both the Old Testament and the New Testament (Mal. 2:13-16; Matt. 1:18-25). 

Let’s look, then, more closely at the second account of God’s creation of man and woman. It begins at Genesis 2:7 (NIV84) 7 the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. Some time passes, though we don’t know how much. And then we read beginning at Genesis 2:18 (NIV84) 18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
This is a remarkable explanation of how the creation of woman took place. It suggests that there was a period of time between the creation of man and the creation of woman. Here Adam, the man, is alone. There is no other man or woman in existence. He is alone in the context of other human beings. He obviously is surrounded by lots of animals who just happen to be of complementary genders (Gen. 6:9). 
Notice what God intended the meaning of “a suitable helper” to be. With the assignment God gave to Adam, God was laying the groundwork for Adam’s anticipation of what would characterize his “suitable helper.” At the completion of this project there would be no doubt what would be the distinguishing characteristics of the suitable helper God was going to make for him.
2:19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 
Remember, God had already said, “I will make a helper suitable for him.” The text doesn’t clearly say that Adam had heard God say this, however. Nonetheless, God’s assignment would accomplish its purpose. After naming all the animals, after meticulously going through the entire livestock, which without a doubt revealed that each kind of animal had both male and female counterparts, it was a stunning reality check for Adam: there was no suitable helper for him like all the animals had. The lion came with his lioness. The he-bear came with the she-bear. The gander came with the goose. The stallion came with the mare, the tiger with the tigress, the drone with the queen. Even Mr. Giraffe came with Mrs. Giraffe. You get the picture. It became obvious to Adam, where all the male animals had a female counterpart to be suitable helpers, no such creature existed that he could name as Eve. “Where’s my queen? Where’s my doe? Where’s my mare? Where’s my cow?” No, Adam was alone and God declared his circumstance of aloneness to be “not good.” And, undoubtedly, Adam said, “I agree!”
God’s declaration that Adam’s circumstance of aloneness is “not good” is extremely significant. In all that God had created up to this point, all we have heard is that God’s creation was good. But now, God says, Adam’s aloneness is “not good.” And God said He would do something about it. He would make Adam a helper suitable for him. And to no one’s surprise, the helper God made was a female. Do I need to emphasize that reality?

21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, He took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

This, my friends, is a special creation. Let me state it even more emphatically. The woman was an intentional, special creation and marks the near pinnacle of God’s creative activity. It’s not just the creation of humanity, but specifically the creation of a woman for the man. And God makes a big deal of it. And the creation of the woman makes possible the creation of the first human institution in history, marriage. Marriage, then, is the grand pinnacle and culmination of the sixth day of creation.
Look back at Genesis 1:27 (NIV84) 27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
First notice the repetition of the term “created.” Three times we hear God created. Essentially, we have in this one verse three parallel statements saying the same thing. “God created man.” God is making a big deal about His creation of man as male and female. It’s as though there is a special celebration in heaven over this special act of creation. And it highlights man’s relationship with his Creator by emphasizing that man was made in God’s image and it highlights man’s relationship with man by the differentiation of genders as male and female. At the end of chapter 1 God gives His evaluation of this concluding day of creation by saying that what had been “not good” is now “very good,” exceedingly good (Gen. 1:31). 

And what we’ve been seeing in chapter 2 is more of God making a big deal about His creation of man and woman, particularly of God’s provision of a woman for the man. God prearranged for Adam to come to this powerful discovery on his own that he was alone, unlike all the animals that already had suitable partners. And I don’t think I’m reading too much into the text to suggest that Adam really felt his aloneness keenly after completing his God-given assignment of naming all the animals. It was graphically clear to him that he was missing out. He was incomplete without the woman.

The solution to his aloneness is not simply for the man to be in the presence of a woman but to be united with her as one flesh. And, there is no doubt from this text that a physical and sexual uniting is described. The man is united with his wife so that they will become one flesh.

Al Mohler says in his very powerful book, Desire and Deceit, “Both made in the image of God, men and women are literally made for each other. The physicality of the male and female bodies cries out for fulfillment in the other. . . . God’s gift of sexuality is inherently designed to pull us out of ourselves and toward our spouse.” (Mohler, Desire and Deceit, Multnomah, p.37, 38)
And what should we make of the fact that the man was formed out of the dust of the ground but the woman was made from the rib of the man? Is that just some sort of poetry or is God trying to say something about His intention that a husband and a wife are to be bonded together in their relationship for life. Adam shouts, “She is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.” Paul will say in Ephesians 5:28, “husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.” I wonder where he got that idea? The marriage of a man and a woman is to be of utmost intimacy, spiritually, physically, emotionally and sexually.

And further, could it be that the woman was made from the rib of the man to speak of a very special character trait that was to distinguish the husband’s disposition toward his wife? What is that special disposition husbands are to have for their wives? Remember, the rib was taken from the man. Could that speak of sacrifice? We’ll hear in Ephesians 5:25 that the husband is to model his relationship with his wife after our Lord’s sacrificial love for the body of Christ, the church. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” Christ’s disposition toward the church was sacrificial. Husbands are to have that same disposition, modeling it after Christ’s sacrifice. So the Scriptures do make connections between the marital relationship and the relational ministry of God.

And if we go back again to Genesis 2:18 (NIV84) and pick up God’s promise to Adam, 18 “. . . I will make a helper suitable for him” and compare that with Jesus’ promise that the Father will give us another Helper or Counselor to come alongside of us to encourage us, there is even a connection for the wife with the relational ministry of God. She is a helper suitable for her husband. Compare that to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. John tells us in John 14:15-16 (NIV84) 15 “If you love Me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor (Helper) to be with you forever— The Counselor is the Helper who comes alongside the servant of God to help him fulfill his God-given assignment. 
I contend that by God saying He will make a helper suitable for the man that this is an intentional parallel to get us to see that the picture of a husband and a wife in fellowship with God points to the kind of relationship the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are always having with each other resulting in an outpouring of blessing on humanity. Thus, the answer to the man’s aloneness is not just marriage to the woman. The fullness of the relationship between a husband and a wife depends on their mutual love and surrender to Jesus Christ which results in an outpouring of blessing on humanity. God gives us a picture of the Trinity in human marriage - God + man + woman. It is then that marriage most resembles the kind of relationship Triune God is having within the Godhead. Human marriage of a man and a woman gets its design and purpose from the community of love that is the Trinity that pours out love and blessing on humanity.

Again from Al Mohler. “Marriage is . . . the divinely designed arena for the display of God’s glory on earth as a man and a woman come together in a one-flesh relationship within the marriage covenant. Rightly understood and rightly ordered, marriage is a picture of God’s own covenantal faithfulness. Marriage is to display God’s glory, reveal God’s good gifts to His creatures, and protect human beings from the inevitable disaster that follows when sexual passions are divorced from their rightful place.” (Mohler, Desire and Deceit, Multnomah, p.35-36)
You may feel I have labored this point. And I have. Because when attempts are being made to change the picture of marriage as God designed it, if we don’t have God’s picture of marriage clearly in focus, we may ourselves get caught up with the emotional arguments and talk of equality that move us to welcome a distorted replacement of God’s picture of marriage. And to that I say, God forbid!
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