Sunday, November 25, 2012 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
The destruction of the great prostitute - Part 2
Revelation 17:7-18
Revelation 17:14 (NIV84) 14“They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.”
-----------
When you see someone who is in a drunken stupor, unsteady on his feet and speaking unrestrained words with slurred speech, are you in the least bit envious of his condition? And even if you laugh together with your friends as you’re on the receiving end of his antics and his silly and foolish words, would you, honestly, want to trade places with him at that moment in his condition? Why or why not?
Most likely, we have all observed someone who is in the grip of sin, someone who has allowed the enticements of this world to control his life and it’s not a pretty picture. And what makes it most sad is when the veil is pulled back and we see the demonic forces that have been at work to deceive and entrap persons who think they are headed on the path to a good time.
Last Sunday we were introduced to the coalition of evil that specializes in lies and deceptions to enslave a people to a counterfeit way of living under the allusion that they will be better off than if they had listened to and obeyed God instead.
Revelation 17 introduces us to Babylon, the great prostitute, whose aim is to seduce people away from the true God, from His Son Jesus Christ and from the Gospel that gives forgiveness for sins and eternal life to the repentant. Not only does she allure people away from Christ, she woos them into idolatry, replacing worship of the true God with counterfeit substitutes for God.
It becomes clear in the introduction of chapter 17, that Babylon and her partners are all about idolatry, displacing God from His rightful place by seducing and intoxicating the peoples of this world to give their allegiance to counterfeit, false gods. And the partnerships that develop to promote these idolatries involve the uniting (The alliance of evil: promoting idolatry) of sweet-talking, seductively-looking temptations with powerful and abusive rulers as their partners. In other words, these partners, in promoting idolatry, may use deception to entrap you, but will not hesitate to use coercive power to force you into compliance with their wishes if they need to. 
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Chapter 17 is the opening chapter of the sixth section of the Revelation that can be entitled, “The portrait of Babylon’s demise.” Hear once again those introductory words from Revelation 17:1-6 (NIV84) 1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 
3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 
5 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.
Last week we concluded this about the woman, also known as Babylon the Great: Whoever or whatever this great prostitute is, she is the one who has inspired the entirety of the God hating, Christ rejecting, self-promoting system of idolatry that permeates every corner of this world. It’s idolatry at the end of the day that is rooted in greed, a greed that finally becomes a religion, the one thing to which the inhabitants of the earth will surrender everything else to satisfy.
But, we also learned that this prostitute has a deadly objective to her promotion of idolatry. It is the destruction and annihilation of Christians. Christians appear to be the only major obstacle to the woman achieving complete success. Thus, they must be moved out of the way so she can achieve her goal.
The more we learn about the beast that comes out of the sea and the woman who holds in her hand the golden cup filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries, the more it becomes clear that we are witnessing the great scandal of the counterfeiting of the Holy Trinity. We’ve been seeing over the course of our study in the Revelation how the dragon, the sea beast and the earth beast are attempting to mimic the holy Trinity. But this is, at best, a counterfeit trinity.
But more startling was taking note of how the great prostitute, the city Babylon, was a counterfeit of the body of Christ. Such a discovery, such an unveiling, opened our eyes to see, in a strange sort of way, just how important and valuable is the body of Christ, the church. If Satan has to counterfeit a creation of God’s, like the church, to entice people away from that gift from God, that should tell us that this gift is worth a great deal and is vital to the work of God in the world. So, not only has it been revealed to us that there exists a counterfeit trinity, but there also exists a counterfeit community seeking to mimic Christ’s church. In place of the bride of Christ, Satan gives us the great prostitute. In place of truth, Satan gives us lies.
But, because we are so easily enticed by these provocative deceptions, John, in writing this letter of the Revelation to Christians living in metaphorical Babylon seeks to highlight for Christians an alternative, another city to which to belong, a greater attraction for our affections. The New Jerusalem is that greater attraction, God’s genuine city. God’s genuine community.
Notice how Satan counterfeits the goodness of God:

	The city of Babylon for …
	the New Jerusalem

	Babylon is the great prostitute with whom the kings of the earth fornicate, mimicking …
	the New Jerusalem that is the purified bride of the Lamb.

	Babylon is intoxicated on the death blood of God’s people, a poor substitute for …
	the New Jerusalem that brings the healing of the nations from its tree of life.

	Babylon is characterized by corruption and deception, hoping you will never see how …
	in the New Jerusalem the nations walk by that city’s light.

	Babylon’s splendor comes from exploiting her empire, a poor imitation of …
	the New Jerusalem’s splendor that is nothing less than the glory of God.

	Babylon’s wine makes the nations drunk, a false allusion to …
	the New Jerusalem’s life-giving water from the river running through her.


Thus, John attempts to counter this pervasive influence of Babylon by refocusing our attention on the future, by setting before us an infinitely greater attraction, an infinitely greater alternative, the compelling vision of God’s genuine city, the New Jerusalem. 

Now, in the remainder of chapter 17, before we see the actual destruction of the great prostitute in verses 15-18, we first see the destruction of the prostitute’s partners in verse 7-14. 
B. Revelation 17:7-18, the demise of the great prostitute is explained.

1. The destruction of the prostitute’s partners. (7-14)

2. The actual destruction of the great prostitute herself. (15-18)

Chapter 17 opens with an angel inviting John to come and see the punishment that is falling on the great prostitute.

Revelation 17:1 (NIV84) 1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters.
But in the next five verses, John sees a powerfully, deceptive woman who seems to have had her way at every turn. Her influence has been universal, her partnership with the beast has strengthened her, her exploitation of the promise of economic prosperity has captivated the masses and her strategy to exterminate Christians has been far too successful. Is it any wonder that after seeing this portrait of the prostitute that John was greatly astonished?
As the faces of the Christians in Asia Minor, to whom John was writing, were flashing across the screen in his mind, he very likely was asking himself, how can Christians endure the prostitute’s seductive powers given the fact that the entire world is in love with her? And beyond that, she doesn’t appear to be working alone. She rides on many waters. That is, the kings of the earth and the inhabitants of the earth have joined with her. And, she has partnered with that seemingly, all-powerful beast who continually seeks the violent destruction of God’s people. Oh, this amazement of John’s is not admiration. It’s horrified astonishment, confusion and fear for which John receives so ever a gentle rebuke. 

We pick up the story at the 6th verse of chapter 17.
Revelation 17:6-14 (NIV84) 17:6  … When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of 4 the woman and of 1 the beast she rides, which has 2 the seven heads and 3 ten horns. 
Verse 7 provides for us an outline for the angel to explain who four key players will be in the destruction of the woman. The order he follows is to first explain the beast, then the seven heads, then the ten horns and finally, he tells us how the woman is destroyed.
As the angel proceeds with his explanation, note how he places a great deal of emphasis on the three-stage history of the beast using three verb tenses to outline his history. I point this out to you so you can fill in the details of events attached to this three-stage history involving the past, present and future.
	The three-stage History of the Beast

	Once was
	Now is not
	Yet will come

	Before in the Abyss
	In the Abyss
	To go to his destruction


8 The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. 
Last week, I said we have been seeing over the course of our study in the Revelation how the dragon, the sea beast and the earth beast are attempting to mimic the holy Trinity. Here in v.8 we see the mimicry in the description of their histories, the history of the unholy trinity mimicking the history of the Holy Trinity. 

Compare what we’ve just read to Revelation 1:4–5 (NIV84) 4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, … 
And to verify this three-fold description of history is no accident, Revelation 1:8 (NIV84) 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

Surely you caught the parallel of the three tenses describing the history of God.
And, I’m sure you didn’t miss that now oft repeated phrase, “the kings of the earth.” Back at the beginning of this book, John establishes that it is Jesus Christ who rules over the kings of the earth. Though they may for a time join forces with the archenemy of God, in the end, Jesus Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords.
	The History of God & Christ: Ruler of the kings of the earth

	Was
	Is 
	Is to come

	The three-stage History of the Beast

	Once was
	Now is not
	Yet will come

	Before in the Abyss
	In the Abyss - 
the effects of his defeat by Christ at the cross and resurrection
	To go to his destruction 


Thus, what John is describing here in chapter 17 is the nearly inseparable relationship that exists between the beast and the woman. They have bound themselves together in common purpose and thus the destruction of the woman is directly attached to the destruction of the beast, as well as to the destruction of all who align with the beast, such as the seven kings, which I would contend is synonymous with the phrase, “the kings of the earth.”
9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills (mountains) on which the woman sits. 10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. 11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. 
So, here we have the history of the seven kings being parallel to the history of the beast.
	The History of the Seven Kings – the kings of the earth

	Five have fallen
	One is
	Other not yet come

	
	
	Remain only a little while

	The History of the Beast

	Once was
	Now is not
	Is an eighth king


As we attempt to understand this, John is reminding us that it will take divine wisdom to see what’s going on. God is revealing to us that no matter how bleak things may appear, the destinies of both the Lamb and the beast are crystal clear. The Lamb is alive forever. The beast goes to his eternal destruction.
The seven mountains and kings represent, then, various expressions of persecuting power from totalitarian governments that span the totality of human history. Regardless of how many there would have been literally, John still would have used the number seven. That’s what he means when he uses the number seven, meaning complete.
By telling us that five kings have fallen, John is telling us that the beast’s time is closer to its end than to its beginning. Five of the seven have already fallen. That’s the time period when the beast was. 

But, one king exists now. That one represents all the manifestations of the beast that exist during the time between the two comings of Jesus Christ. This is the time period in which the beast is not. It’s the present epic of the sixth king, this time during which the beast is unable to rally the world to exterminate God’s people. 

But there is a time period which is yet to come. It’s the epic of the seventh king. During this time a pressure greater than we have ever previously experienced will come upon the church. But thankfully, it will be short.

Turn to chapter 20. The parallel we are about to see here will help us understand what we’re looking at in chapter 17. 

Revelation 20:1–3 (NIV84) 1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan,
What does that imply? That the dragon had existed in the past, that he was. During that time he experienced a measure of freedom. But that freedom came to an end.
2 …, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.
	The History of the Dragon

	Once was
	Now is not
	Yet will come

	That “ancient” serpent
	In the Abyss for “one thousand years”
	Free for a short time


“Set free” to do what? 

Revelation 20:7–8 (NIV84) 7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 

In other words, the dragon will have a second coming in an attempt to exterminate the Christian church. But, in great irony, it is this coming that results in his own eternal destruction. 

Revelation 20:9–10 (NIV84) 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

Here, then, is the three staged-history of Satan. He was, he is not, he is to come. He was. There was a time when Satan possessed a nearly unchallenged power over the human race. All, of course, under the sovereign providence of God. But, as we learned back in chapter 12, the cross of Jesus Christ defeated Satan. And from that point forward, his power of influence was severely reduced. In the imagery here of chapter 20, he has been bound in the pit for a thousand years. He was, now he is not. He is not because he was thrown into a pit, locked, sealed shut, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore. In other words, Satan was bound to keep him from rallying the nations together for the intended purpose of destroying God’s people. Look again at verse 7.

Revelation 20:7–8 (NIV84) 7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog— (why? Here’s the purpose statement) to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.
When he comes again, he can then deceive world in order to gather them for battle against God’s people. 

Revelation 20:9 (NIV84) 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 

Here’s what I want you to see from this: The history of the dragon and the history of his incarnation, the beast, are parallel. In fact, these two passages refer to the same events but respectively from the vantage point of the beast and the dragon. 

In the past, there was a time, Revelation 17, when the beast was; when the violent power of totalitarian regimes persecuted the people of God nearly to the point of extinction. We can think of Egypt and Babylon and the Seleucid dynasty under Antiochus Epiphanies. Presently, it is the time when the beast is not. That is, while the beast does exist and exercise his persecuting influence, its powers are restrained, not able to marshal the peoples of the world so as to destroy the church of Jesus Christ. In the future, however, it will come forth again, to do this very thing. In the providence of God, the beast, as in days of old, will rise with what appears to be unimpeded power to destroy the Christian church. 

17:12 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.” 

Here is described for us the gathering of all the kings of the earth in alliance with the beast who have been deceived by the beast to make war against Christ and His church in the final battle of history.
	The History of the Ten (horns) Kings

	
	Have not yet received a kingdom
	For one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast

	
	
	One purpose: make war against the Lamb

	
	
	The Lamb will conquer them as Lord of lords & King of kings


This is not a literal ten kings but rather a full complement of earthly power now in league with the beast for a very brief period of time, “One hour.” It’s the smallest measurement of time in the ancient world. These earthly powers have submitted to the authority of the beast and are united in one common purpose. 
This should remind us of the partnership formed between Pontius Pilate and Herod in their common hatred of and mutual desire to be rid of Jesus Christ. So these ten kings, ten horns, representing all worldly power, united with the beast for the purpose of destroying the Lamb and His people.
We saw this before as part of the recycling of the history between Christ’s first coming and His second coming. We saw it in chapter 11 at the end of the third section or cycle.
Revelation 11:7 (NIV84) 7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them (the two witnesses who represent Christ’s church), and overpower and kill them. 

We saw it in chapter 13 at the end of the fourth section or cycle.
Revelation 13:1 (NIV84) 1 And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 

Same guy. Look at verse 7.

Revelation 13:7 (NIV84) 7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 

We saw it again in the fifth section or cycle as the sixth angel poured out the sixth bowl of God’s wrath.
Revelation 16:12–14, 16 (NIV84) 12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 
Remember this great set up on the part of God?

13 Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

There to destroy God and His people.

And, we will see it again as part of the seventh section or cycle. 
Revelation 19:19 (NIV84) 19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse (that is the Lamb) and His army. 

These are all camera shots of the same event taken from various angles, but the story line they tell is consistent. It’s the last battle when the final and full force of evil, now restrained, is released to work its violence in its greatest degree against the people of God. For this, “the church must be prepared to endure even further suffering. Not only must it persevere under the pressure of the seventh king, but also under the coming, crushing conspiracy of its enemies at the end, that is, the beast who is an eighth king.” 

But as ole’ Luther said, “His rage we can endure, for low his doom is sure.” Look at it. 

17:14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.” 
Notice, it’s not the Lamb with His mighty angels or even the Lamb with all of His people, but just the Lamb who will overcome His enemies. Oh, His faithful followers will be with Him, but they add nothing to His power to defeat those who will war against Him. They will, however, be His beneficiaries who will get to enjoy the spoils of His victory.

Also note how Jesus Christ is identified in this victory. He is the Lamb who conquers. And how will He conquer? By what He has already done on the cross. That victory will be what conquers His enemies at the final battle. For this final battle is simply the mopping up of what has already been accomplished on the cross. Christ the Lamb conquered Satan on the cross.
As we come to the final four verses of chapter 17, we finally come to what the angel told John he would see regarding the punishment or judgment of the great prostitute in verse 1. Be alert at the reading of this paragraph and see if you don’t see something resembling our worship text from Psalm 9:15 (NIV84) 15 The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug; their feet are caught in the net they have hidden. 
And now Revelation 17:15-18 (NIV84) 15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish His purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 
Verse 15 tells us again of the universal influence of the great prostitute. She sits on the many waters of the nations of the world. “She controls them in her arrogant confidence, through the heart-stealing seduction of her promises of prosperity and through the brute force of the beast’s military might.”
 But, what happens when her web of wickedness starts to unravel, when her promises go unfulfilled?
Do you see what’s going on in verses 16 & 17? For those of you who are looking for rays of hope when all around it looks like evil is prospering, take a look again at verses 16 & 17. There is something about evil that is inherently self-destructive. Let’s not forget that sin always contains within itself the seeds of its own destruction.
I like Art Azurdia’s comment about this: Wicked people are not just one big happy wicked family. Being wicked they eventually give way to their nature, expressing to one another jealousy and hatred and vengeance and selfishness. And, that’s what this is. For a while, the great prostitute and the beast, they function together in happy cooperation. For a while, everything is wonderful. They’re united in their evil. But there is no ultimate cohesion in evil. Wicked people being who they are do not get along in their wickedness for ever. And here, the beast and his kingly associates, turn on the prostitute and destroy her.
Here we have nations falling into the pit they have dug for their enemy because what initially united them could no longer hold them together. Selfishness and pride ultimately divide. A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand (Matthew 12:25). And as our text makes it clear, God will make sure wickedness will ultimately fail. And here at the end of Revelation 17, we finally see how Babylon will be punished.
But why is it important for us to see how Babylon will be judged? Verse 4 of the next chapter says it well.
Revelation 18:4 (NIV84) 4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “Come out of her, My people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 

We are being given a preview of things to come so that we can make sure that we are on the Lord’s side now and then. We are being given a preview of things to come so that we strengthen the arms that are feeble and the knees that a weak (Hebrews 12:12). We are being given a preview of things to come so that we will be numbered among those that overcame Satan, the accuser, Revelation 12:11 (NIV84) 11 … by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

Now is the time for us to solidify our union with Christ. Now is the time to align ourselves with the pillars of a spiritual brotherhood in Christ, called the church. Now is the time to repent of displacing Christ from His rightful place as Lord of our lives and surrender now fully and without condition to Him.
----------

Hebrews 10:22–25 (NIV84) 

22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. [image: image1][image: image2.png]


[image: image3]





































































� Again, I am deeply indebted to Dr. Art Azurdia for his Revelation sermons while pastor at Christ Community Church in Fairfield, California. Much of what I say today comes directly from his work. You will find his audio sermons on Revelation at � HYPERLINK "http://monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/azurdia_revelation.html" ��http://monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/azurdia_revelation.html�


� Johnson, Dennis E. The Triumph of the Lamb, P&R Publishing Co, Phillipsburg, NJ. 2001, p.251	
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