Sunday, December 2, 2012 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Who is Christ?

Who is Christ TO us in His Intimacy with the Trinity?
John 16:12-15, 24-28; Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25

John 16:15 (NIV84) 15 All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it known to you.
-----------
One could say that we’re taking a break from our study in the book of the Revelation during this advent season and turning our focus on Christ. But, I don’t think it would be totally correct to say that we’re taking a break. Nor would I say that we’re taking a rabbit trail. Rather, the change up in sermons is maybe more accurately a clarification of God’s purpose for sending His Son Jesus Christ to this earth. 

[image: image1]In our study of the Revelation we have been learning lots about who Christ is and what He has done and is doing. In that sense, the next seven sermons are a continuation of our learning about Christ. The Advent season is tailor made for learning more about Christ. And I’m confident that the more we learn of Him and fill our minds and hearts with portraits of His character and nature and relationships and purposes, the more we will want to pursue Him, and seek Him, and deepen our love for Him and desire Him.

So, for the next seven Sundays I will be attempting to answer seven questions all starting with the words: Who is Christ? We will be looking at multiple Scripture passages each week as we answer these questions: Who is Christ TO us? Who is Christ FOR us? Who is Christ OVER us? Who is Christ BEFORE us? Who is Christ WITH us? Who is Christ THROUGH us? and finally, Who is Christ UPON us?
It doesn’t take a studied English student to say, “Those sounds like seven prepositions to me.” Indeed they are. Prepositions describe relationships between their objects and other words in the sentence. In our case, Christ is the other word. He is the subject. We are the object. And the preposition describes our relationship.
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So, for the next seven weeks, we will focus on Christ for how He relates to us in seven different ways. Today we focus on who Christ is TO us. But, our question is even more focused by adding the modifier of context. I want us to think about who Christ is TO us in the context of His existing, ongoing relationship within the Trinity. 
Just to make sure we’re all getting this, I could ask about the relationships I have with you. Who are you to me in the context of all the other relationships that exist within New Heights Christian Church? If I asked that of Dave, he could answer in a number of ways. He’s a fellow elder. In other words, he can tell me what to do. He has a measure of authority over me. He’s gives leadership to a home fellowship, meaning, he comes along side some of the same people I come alongside of. Thus, he’s a partner with me. He is a participant in our Sunday evening service where we are learning theology from R. C. Sproul. Thus, we are fellow students and are learning together and learning from each other as we learn from Dr. Sproul.

So, today, I want us to think specifically about who Christ is to us in the context of Christ’s relationship within the Trinity. I hope that you will be delighted to discover a great deal more about your relationship with Christ as a result of this study.
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For those of you who have previously thought a lot about the Trinity, I don’t need to say that we’re walking into a great mystery. So great is this mystery that we eventually have to throw up our hands and admit there’ll be some things about it that we will never understand this side of eternity. Which is another great mystery, isn’t it? 
So, let’s do a bit of advance thinking for a moment. Now, I didn’t say advanced thinking. I said and meant to say, let’s do some thinking in advance of thinking about the subject of the Trinity. In other words, let’s do some prior thinking.
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Let me ask you. How do you process a mystery, something that defies explanation, something that is so puzzling that it can wear you out just thinking about it? Like the meaning of eternity. There simply comes a point at which we have to stop trying to figure it out and just accept that eternity is forever in both directions. Or, is it in an infinite number of directions? Or, how did life begin? O, we may just say, God created life and not give much further thought to the question. But that doesn’t make the origin of life any less mysterious. Or, how could God [image: image7.jpg]


create the heavens simply by speaking them into being?
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The subject matter for this morning is in the same category of mystery. Thinking about the character and nature of God is much like thinking about the meaning of eternity and life or trying to understand how God could create the heavens simply by calling them into being.
Even for those of us who believe Genesis 1:1 to be true, it is no less a mystery. 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
The how and when of His creative acts will remain a mystery until we experience yet another mystery, that of being transformed into the likeness of God’s Son that John tells us about in 1 John 3:2 (NIV84) 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He (Christ) appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

A. Identify the members of the Trinity.

The great mystery I am asking us to think about this morning is the mystery of the Trinity, the Triune God, the community that exists between three distinct persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Though they are [image: image9.jpg]


distinct from each other, they are yet one God.

The Bible makes it clear that these are the three persons of the Godhead. And we call the Godhead the Trinity. Jesus referred to these three persons in His commissioning of His disciples to go make more disciples. Matthew 28:19 (NIV84) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,… 

Paul spoke of these three persons comprising the Trinity in his benediction in 2 Corinthians 13:14 (NIV84) 14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God (the Father), and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And just a side note [image: image10.jpg]


about that verse. Notice the attributes that are attached to each member. It’s the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. It’s the love of God the Father. And it’s the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Right away we’re made aware of how each person of the Trinity is relating to us and it would appear that they are doing so as a complementary team. 

In our study of the Revelation, we have become acutely aware of the three members of the Trinity and how evil attempts to imitate each member of the genuine Trinity. [Take note of the latest handout in this regard.] The Apostle John opens his prophetic letter and apocalypse with this Trinitarian greeting: Revelation 1:4–6 (NIV84) 4 … Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come (that’s speaking of God the Father), and from the seven Spirits before His throne (denoting the completeness of the Holy Spirit), 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

So here again we are presented with the three members of the Trinity and they are presented as working cooperatively together [image: image11.jpg]


to bring to us grace and peace and love and freedom. Specifically, John identifies Christ as the one who, by His death on the cross, has freed us from our sins. And John goes on to say that this same Christ has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father. And there’s possibly enough ambiguity in the grammar with the last phrase that it could be debated who’s on the receiving end of this expressed desire that glory and power be given to Him for ever and ever. Is that being directed toward the Son or the Father? Maybe it’s intentionally ambiguous.

I think we’ve adequately identified the members of the Trinity. Now, let’s …
B. Take notice how they relate to each other. Take notice how the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit relate with each other. 
For this piece, I invite you to dig in with me into the next selected texts. Please keep in mind that we’re not trying to study these texts exhaustively but are trying to be very focused in what we are looking for. 

What are we looking for? How God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit relate with each other. What do we observe to be things they do and do we notice any interaction between them? I’d like for us to be able to describe how they relate to each other because our final question will be in essence, how does Christ’s relationship within the Trinity impact whom He is to us?
So, here we go. Starting with the Gospel of John, chapter 16. The setting is Christ in the upper room with His disciples on the night He was betrayed by Judas. That betrayal had already occurred and now Jesus is bearing His soul with the remaining eleven. 

John 16:12-15 (NIV84) 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it known to you. 
Within these three verses, all three members of the Trinity are spoken of as participants. Jesus starts with the Holy Spirit, whom He calls “the Spirit of truth.” Jesus indicates that the Spirit of truth is going to come and when He comes He will guide them into all truth. Do you get the sense that Jesus is speaking to young students here who have reached their capacity of understanding? “I have more to say, but you wouldn’t be able to handle it right now.” But that Jesus also knows something will change for these students and what they presently can’t now bear, later, when the Holy Spirit comes, He will guide them into all truth. So, very clearly, the Holy Spirit is going to be the next instructor for these students after Jesus returns to His Father. 

But, there’s something very noteworthy about the Holy Spirit’s role as follow-up to Jesus. What is it? Is He in any way a loose cannon? Not at all. Not in any way. “He will not speak on His own. He will speak only what He hears.” But, who is He listening to? Verse 14 answers that question. 14 He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it known to you.
The Holy Spirit honors Jesus Christ in the way He instructs us and with the content of His instruction. There would be nothing that the Holy Spirit would teach that Jesus wouldn’t teach and vice versa. Christ’s disciples are being assured that even in Christ’s absence, they will still be getting Christ’s instructions. That had to be reassuring to Christ’s disciples. 

But, the Father is in the loop on this, as well. Jesus told them, 15 All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it known to you.
So, do you see what I see? Looks like three links that connect four persons. First the Father has belongings. All those belongings also belong to Jesus. So the first link is between the Father and the Son. The second link is seen when the Spirit takes from Jesus what is His. The third link is seen when the Spirit makes known all that belongs to the Father and the Son to Christ’s disciples.

I don’t know about you, but if I were a disciple of Christ’s and I just heard this proposition, I’d be more than elated. Wouldn’t you? I could be on the receiving end of things that belong to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit simply by being a disciple of Jesus. But, wait. We are Christ’s disciples, aren’t we? So we are being brought in on what is on the Father’s heart. We are being brought in on Christ’s plans. We are being brought in on the Holy Spirit’s activity.

Jesus continues, a few verses later He says, …
John 16:24-28 (NIV84) 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in My name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 
25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about My Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father Himself loves you because you have loved Me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 
The same disciples are still in the classroom with Jesus. There are still things that they cannot now bear. But a new era is coming when they will more fully understand the work of God. One of the significant changes from Christ’s ministry on earth, followed by His death, resurrection and ascension, is that His disciples now have direct access to the Father in the name of His Son, Jesus. This direct access comes as a result of the disciples’ relationship with Christ. Because we are in a love relationship with Christ, believing that Jesus came from the Father, the Father is now in a love relationship with us. Translated: we can pray directly to the Father in Jesus’ name because of our relationship with the Father’s Son.

Our next text is selected only partially because of the Christmas season. There is much good in this text that will help us find what we are looking for. But, what is it we are looking for?

How God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit relate with each other. So the story of Christ’s birth should tell us something about the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV84) 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
God the Father, identified as the Lord here, commissions an angel to appear in a dream to Joseph and communicate what the Holy Spirit has already accomplished in Mary that will result in God the Son becoming a human being through the normal human birth process. Note, I said, normal birth process. It was the conception process that was the miracle part. 

But, let’s not miss this. Do you see the involvement of the entire Trinity in bringing our Savior to this world? This has to communicate that the Trinity was in full agreement with the plan to send God the Son to the world so He could become like us. And for what purpose? So that He could become our Savior and save us from our sins. Was this a recent plan that the Trinity concocted? Doesn’t appear to be. It was well along in implementing by the time we read Genesis 3:15.

Genesis 3:15 (NIV84) 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 

From the moment sin entered the world, we became aware of God’s eternal plan. In God’s curse of the serpent, God gives the promise that Jesus, the seed of the woman, would crush the head of the serpent. The only way Jesus could do that was to leave His home in heaven with His Father and come to earth and take on human flesh and all the stuff of the human experience. It is how He became the Savior of the world.

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. 
We go quickly to the second birth of Jesus story. This one in Luke is more from Mary’s perspective. 

Luke 1:26–38 (NIV84) 26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end.” 
For anyone of us to experience this – well, I guess all the men are automatically eliminated – yet, I think we can all try to put ourselves in Mary’s place and when we do we find this to be the most incredible experience a human could have. The announcement alone is mind-boggling. Mary and Joseph, going about their normal business in preparation for their wedding day and, it doesn’t look there was any advanced notice, and there’s Gabriel welcoming himself to Mary. 

Now, I could go on with this startling announcement. But, are aim is to identify the work of the Triune God in this event. So, notice, there’s no “making it up as they go” in this story. What Gabriel announces is the plan of Triune God. And notice the plan. Jesus will be great. He will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. Christ will reign over the house of Jacob forever. And His kingdom will never end.

This is the plan of the Trinity to bring salvation to us.

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 

Look carefully at verse 35. All three persons of the Trinity are there. The Holy Spirit and God the Father are participating in the bringing of Christ to earth as a human. And that human baby born to Mary will be the Son of God. The miraculous birth of Jesus. The God-man who entered this world out of the Trinity’s love for us, to rescue us from sin’s crushing weight and set us free to live for the glory of God.

C. Now, let’s work on the final piece of the message. How does the relationship Christ has within the Trinity, impact us? We’re answering the question, Who is Christ TO us in His Intimacy with the Trinity?

The following bullet points come to us courtesy of my friend David Bryant. After each one, I will pause for you to absorb its message. Keep in mind: each of these are blessings that come to us because of who Christ is TO us in His intimacy with the Trinity.
· God as a Trinity means that personality, relationship and mutual self-giving is at the core of the universe.

· The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable, and operate inseparably. The Father gives everything to the Son, the Son offers back all that He has to glorify the Father, with the love of each being established and sealed and sustained by the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from them both.

· The Father is the source of all our hope, the Son is the theme of all our hope and the Spirit is the witness and fulfiller of all our hope.

· The major role of the Holy Spirit is to take everything the Father has that He has given to the Son and reveal them to us.

· Wherever Jesus’ reign breaks through, right now, the whole Trinity is on display. Nothing about the Son robs the Father or the Spirit of equal praise; He only increases it.

· Jesus’ whole being was and is defined by His relationship to His Father. Jesus said: “I and the Father are one. He who sees Me sees the Father.” 

· Again and again in the New Testament, God wants to be known as “the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

· The Father is so passionate for His Son that He has decreed that in everything Jesus is to have the primacy and the supremacy.  

· Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead manifested in bodily form.
· To bow before Christ is to bow before God. To whomever Christ is God, Christ is Savior. To whomever Christ is savior, Christ is God.

· Jesus is so fully God, that to walk away from Him is to walk away from God.
· Even in the Consummation, it will be the mission of the Son to secure before the whole universe the glory of the Godhead, for the Godhead, and in the midst of the Godhead. 
For communion meditation:

· Christ has made possible for the Trinity something that the Godhead did not possess or share before he became man – a direct, personal experience of human suffering, as well as human triumph over suffering.  This is a great mystery – profound beyond words![image: image12.jpg]
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