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What’s Not to Like About Jesus?

Matthew 2:1-20

Two police officers are given the assignment to bring the tragic news of the death of a son in a drive by shooting to his unsuspecting parents. It’s an awful assignment but an even more terrible reality for the parents. What can possibly console a parent who loses a child in death, especially at Christmas time.

Christmas time is a time of peace and joy, of giving and singing, of family gatherings and lots of eating. Well, that’s the way we want it to be, at least. And, for many people, they experience a good measure of those things during this time of the year.

And, one could say that during the Christmas season, we tend to be happier and more joyful, more forgiving and more compassionate. 

But if the difference we experience at Christmas is only skin deep, if the kindness we show is only temporary, making an accommodation in deference for “well it’s that time of the year again” cultural expectation, then we truly have missed the point of Christ’s coming.

Our Christmas carols really do tell the story well. They tell of our predicament as humans. We are a captive people and Jesus is the long expected deliverer, “born to set Thy people free.” The carol has us joining in the prayer that is our heart’s cry, set us free, “from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.”
True Christmas carols are not Pollyannaish. They deal realistically about life. They, almost matter of factly state, “but in this world of sin,” honestly identifying the condition this world is in and what we are surrounded by and even encounter within our own hearts.
It is this honest appraisal that leads many to bow before the holy Child of Bethlehem and humbly pray, “cast out or sin and enter in, be born in us today.”

But, we don’t simply want our sin cast out, we want this Child who is not a King, to reign in us, to rule in our hearts and raise us to His glorious throne.
So, what’s not to like about this Baby who is called Jesus? Why do so many plug their ears to His message or seem satisfied to follow a counterfeit imitator whose promises have a proven track record of being lies?
Is it possible that Jesus is simply too radical for most people? That His solution to our predicament actually threatens our comfortable status, threatens what we have become used to? Is it possible that Jesus is simply too dangerous? And could it be that too many of us have bought the lie that it’s Jesus who is the oppressor, not Satan. Satan is our liberator. He’s the one who carries the banner of freedom for us. He’s the one speaks to our heart. He knows what we want and gladly gives us the words for our protest songs. 

The arrival of Jesus raises questions, does it not? What are You doing here? Why did You come? Do You think we have a problem here? Do You think You know how to solve it? What if we don’t like Your solution? Do You realize that You might be stirring up a hornet’s nest by Your arrival? Don’t You know about the devil? He’s not going to be happy that You’re here. Have You forgotten what happened all along your genealogical line? 

Remember back in the Garden of Eden when God promised to avenge what Satan did to Eve, and then to Adam, by deceiving them into believing his lies and disobeying God? I don’t think Satan was very happy with God’s curse on him. He tried multiple times from that point on, all the way to the cross, to put a stop to You, Jesus. What makes You think he’s not still up to his dirty tricks and deadly games?
Folks, Christmas time is a time to think honestly about our predicament in this world, to understand that for yet a little while longer, Christ’s fiercest foe, though defeated by Christ’s sin-purging blood shed on the cross, still wants to minimize the blessings of Christ’s redeeming act on the cross. 

History tells us that Satan is a liar, a thief and a killer. He did everything he possibly could do to stop Christ’s coming by bringing an end to His genealogical line. If he could stop His family tree, he would stop Jesus from being born. Though there were many close calls along the way, the good news is that Satan was unable to stop Christ from being born.
But history is strewn with dead bodies and willing accomplices who joined in Satan’s war against Christ and His kingdom. The Pharaoh of Egypt was one such accomplice. He was a king who did not know about Joseph, son of Jacob. He believed Satan’s lies and ruthlessly oppressed Israel. But that didn’t stop them from multiplying. So, he devised a evil plan, inspired by the devil himself, to kill all the boys at birth.
But, God ironically had Pharaoh’s daughter go down to the Nile and rescue one of those Hebrew boys and bring him into Pharaoh’s household. That boy would become a redeemer the likes of Christ our Savior. 

But, we must not forget that Satan’s dastardly deeds of killing baby boys left many, many homes in great sorrow. Mothers were weeping inconsolably for the loss of their sons. Moses’ mother was to be among those weeping moms. But, miraculously, she was spared and her son was given an overwhelming assignment. God told him to “Lead My people out of this bondage and into true freedom under My leadership.”
It was this picture that Matthew had in mind as He was led to chronicle the story of Christ’s birth in Matthew 2. 

Jesus’ birth was surrounded by similar hopes and fears of the people. Herod was now Satan’s accomplice to trying to stop Christ from being born. He too would follow the pattern of Pharaoh. That put Jesus in real danger of being killed. It took an intervention by God to pull off an escape plan to preserve Christ’s life from the slaughter of the innocents inspired by Satan’s hatred of Christ. 

It rightly can be said, that the first martyrs for Christ were those Bethlehem boys, possibly 20 in number, who were slain by an evil tyrant. They died in Jesus’ place so that He would survive in order, one day, to die in their place.
Further, in God’s sovereignty, this tragic event resulted in fulfilling a prophecy by Micah: The Savior would be “called out of Egypt.” He would be replicating Israel’s escape from slavery as He came forth from His own exile to bring about for all of us a grander Exodus – our victorious march out of sin’s oppression and its slavery to death and darkness. 
That which caused the inconsolable weeping of mothers in Bethlehem, also brought about the advance of God’s redemptive mission through His Son – which would ultimately overwhelm their sorrow, and ours, with great grace and everlasting comfort and restoration.

So, what did you think when you learned that 20 families in Newtown, Connecticut, who thought they would be picking out Christmas gifts for their little ones, found themselves, instead, picking out 20 coffins in which to bury them before December 25? 

Does it not take us to the prophet Jeremiah’s reference to Rachel and her heart-breaking loss of children, the loss we read about in our text for tonight in Matthew 2?

Her heartbreak was repeated among the mothers of Bethlehem when Christ was born. And now in Newtown, Connecticut, many mothers, many parents, grandparents, and loved ones are yet weeping inconsolably, refusing to be comforted for their children, because they are no more.
We must recognize that this tragedy in Newtown is just as evil, horrible, and ugly as it appears. Christianity does not deny the reality and power of evil, but instead calls evil by its necessary names — murder, massacre, killing, homicide, slaughter. The closer we look at this tragedy, the more it will appear unfathomable and more grotesque than the human imagination can take in.

There is one and only one reason that evil does not have the last word, and that is the fact that evil, sin, death, and the devil were defeated at the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. There they were defeated conclusively, comprehensively, and publicly. Christ’s victory over sin, evil, and death was declared by the Father in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrection of Christ is the ground of our hope and the assurance of the final and total victory of Christ over all powers, principalities, and perpetrators. 

Matthew 2:12–20 (NIV84) 

12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
and refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

As tragic as evil is, evil does not have the last word. Jesus Christ has come into a dark world of sin and is Himself the light that will banish darkness. He has already accomplished the greatest defeat of evil and sin by His victory on the cross. That victory over sin, evil, and death was declared by the Father in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrection of Christ is the ground of our hope and the assurance of the final and total victory of Christ over all powers, principalities, and perpetrators.

We now await the final consummation of that victory when He comes again.

Let us put our hope and trust in our Savior and conqueror, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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