	
Date: February 18-24, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 1-17 – Why it’s worth it to fight the good fight! (Being reminded of what we have learned in seventeen chapters.)

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Following a break of 12 weeks, we return to our study of the book of the Revelation with a review of highlights from the first seventeen chapters to prepare us for a more detailed look at chapter 18 the following week. For personal study and review, I offer you option A. For group study and review, option B.

Option A: This would be a good time to read through the first seventeen chapters of the Revelation and take note of your own highlights. It may also be like a dusting of the cobwebs that have formed in our minds during this break time.

As you do your review, you may want to keep these sections in mind as they represent a return to the same general time period from Christ’s first coming to His second coming.

Section 1 – Revelation 1:1 – 3:22 “Christ in the Midst of the Lampstands”

Section 2 – Revelation 4:1 – 7:17 “The Vision of Heaven and the Seals”

Section 3 – Revelation 8:1 – 11:19 “The Seven Trumpets”

Section 4 – Revelation 12:1 – 15:4 “The Persecuting Dragon”

Section 5 – Revelation 15:1 – 16:21 “The Seven Bowls”

Section 6 – Revelation 17:1 – 19:10 “The Fall of Babylon”

Section 7 – Revelation 19:11 – 22:21 “The Great Consummation”

Option B: To prepare us for re-entry into this prophetic and highly symbolic letter, let’s do a bit of review. Since we have been thinking recently about our citizenship in heaven and how that reality impacts how we live on earth today, let’s keep up with that theme as a means of reviewing what we have already covered in the first 17 chapters of the Revelation. Using chapters 1-3 as our launching pad, let’s focus on 3 subjects: 1. Christ. 2. Heaven’s rewards awaiting those who conquer on earth. 3. The battle that must be joined.



	option b: group study - Why it’s worth it to fight the good fight!

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 1:1-8 (NIV84)
Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV84)

	Introduction – Revelation 1-3. Focus on 3 subjects: 1. Christ. 2. Heaven’s rewards awaiting those who conquer on earth. 3. The battle that must be joined.

1. Christ - 
What is said about Christ in …

1:1

… 1:4-6

Who is identified here as “Him who is, and who was and who is to come”? Contrast your answer with 1:8. What does that tell us about Jesus Christ?

(side note: Is there any good reason not to understand “the seven spirits” to be equivalent to the Holy Spirit? (Cf. 3:1; 4:5; 5:6)

… 1:7

… 1:8

1:9 What does John’s identity in relationship with Jesus tell us about Jesus?

1:12-18 After identifying specifics about Christ, what kind of response does He draw out from you?




	Revelation 2:1-7 (NIV84) 
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV84) 
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 
Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV84) 
2:12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
Revelation 2:18-29 (NIV84) 
2:18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
Revelation 3:1-6 (NIV84) 
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
Revelation 3:7-13 (NIV84) 
3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 
Revelation 3:14-22 (NIV84) 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

	2. Heaven’s rewards awaiting those who conquer on earth -
At the end or near the end of each of the seven letters, Jesus tells John what the overcomers can expect upon their arrival in heaven. Identify those promises and summarize what heaven will be like based on these promises.

2:7 (cf. 22:2, 14, 19)

2:10-11 (cf. James 1:12; 20:6, 11-15; 21:8)

2:17 (cf. Exodus 16:32-35; Rev. 13:8; 14:1; 17;8; 19:12; 20:15; 21:27)

2:26-29 (cf. 3:21)

(cf. 22:16)

3:5 (cf. 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 13-14)

(cf. 20:15; 21:27)

3:12 (cf. 21:2)

3:21

What will heaven be like per the above verses?

	3. The battle that must be joined

In each letter, take note of Christ’s call to the believers to join in the battle to stay with Jesus and resist temptation and sin.

2:2-6

2:10

2:13-16

2:19-25

3:1-4

3:8-11

3:15-20

Why is it worth it to fight the good fight?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] I will … 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




