	
Date: February 25-March 3, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 18:1-8 – The confident, arrogant Babylon has fallen

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In our study of the book of the Revelation, we are presently in the sixth of its seven sections, Revelation 17:1-19:21. This section can be entitled, “The portrait of Babylon’s demise.” We are asking ourselves the question, 
“As we see the miserable end that will come upon “Babylon,” why would we give ourselves to her enticements and temptations, risking getting entrapped by her deceptions?” 
This section can be outlined in this manner: The demise of the great prostitute: Introduced: Revelation 17:1-6. Explained: 17:7-18. Mourned: 18:1-24. Celebrated: 19:1-10. The second coming of Jesus Christ in conquering judgment: 19:11-21. This week we focus on Revelation 18:1-8.
Think with me: In chapter 17, an angel showed John the demise of Babylon, the great prostitute, the spirit of worldliness that permeates human culture by means of God sovereignly causing the beast, the great world powers, to turn against her and decimate her. Knowing this to be Babylon’s fate, we have all the reason we need to say “no” to her allure, to her appealing temptations. Why would we forsake allegiance to Jesus Christ for the allure of a prostitute that will end in destruction?
Now that we know Babylon’s fate, let’s turn our focus on her funeral and the songs sung at her funeral. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Consider reading chapter 17 to set the context.
Revelation 18:1-8 (NIV84)
1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 
3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 
4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “Come out of her, My people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 
6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double (in duplicate) for what she has done. Mix her a double (duplicate) portion from her own cup. 
7 Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.’ 
8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 

	The Funeral of Babylon

A. 18:1-3, The introductory Overture 

B. 18:4-8, The ominous Warning
C. 18:9-19, The revealing Lamentation
D. 18:20-24, Justifiable Rejoicing
E. 19:1-10, The triumphant Finally, The hallelujah chorus

18:1-3 – “The introductory Overture” (what is introduced will be expanded)
What are the major themes introduced in vv. 1-3?
18:1 What is the connection of this angel to 17:1?
18:1-2 Where is the emphasis placed regarding this angel? Authority or volume? Why?
18:1-2 The word splendor is literally the word glory. Why does this angel radiate glory? How does his glory impact his message?
What does God have to do with the destruction of Babylon based on who He sends as His messenger?
What impact does God’s glory have on His enemies?

8:2 cf. Isaiah 21:8-10 – How did God deal with Babylon in the past?

Look carefully at the angel’s message: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon …” What do you see? Why is it important?

8:2 What is the significance of the description of fallen Babylon? What is symbolized by these descriptions? Cf. Isaiah 13:19-21; 34:8-15.
8:3 Why did Babylon deserve such severe judgment?
Keep in mind, adultery in this context really means idolatry. 

What has seduced all the nations, kings and merchants to become idolatrous?
What is the promise of Babylon?
18:4-8 “The ominous Warning” (The future destruction has been stated as a past reality, but the warning is stated in present terms. God is bringing the future into our present so we can make our decisions wisely based on known outcomes. We know Babylon will fall. It is a certainty.)
18:4 If Babylon is not a literal city but symbolic of an anti-God, world system, what does the voice mean when it says, “Come out of her”?
What do you do with the two word phrase, “My people”? What options do we have for who could be speaking?

To whom is He speaking?

18:4-5 To what sins are Christians vulnerable today? 

What makes us think those sins are not idolatry?
18:6 To whom is Jesus speaking? 

18:6-7 Is God meting out an excessive punishment or a punishment that matches the crime? 

Follow the parallel statements:

a. (v.6) give back to her as she has given

b. (v.6) pay her back double for what she has done.

c. (v.6) mix her a double portion from her own cup.

d. (v.7) give her as much torture and grief she gave herself.

Compare ESV v.7 with NIV84 v.7 - Revelation 18:7 (ESV) 

7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, 
so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, …
18:6-7 What’s the problem and what’s the solution?

18:8 How does God execute judgment Babylon?

Conclusion: Why would we forsake allegiance to Jesus Christ for the allure of a prostitute that will end in destruction?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




