	
Date: March 4-10, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 18:9-24 – Economic idolatry leads to hostility against the Lord God

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In our study of the book of the Revelation, we are presently in the sixth of its seven sections, Revelation 17:1-19:21. This section can be entitled, “The portrait of Babylon’s demise.” We are asking ourselves the question, 
“As we see the miserable end that will come upon “Babylon,” why would we give ourselves to her enticements and temptations, risking getting entrapped by her deceptions?” 
This section can be outlined in this manner: The demise of the great prostitute: Introduced: Revelation 17:1-6. Explained: 17:7-18. Mourned: 18:1-24. Celebrated: 19:1-10. The second coming of Jesus Christ in conquering judgment: 19:11-22. This week we focus on Revelation 18:9-24.
In chapter 18, we may be attending a funeral service for Babylon, but keep in mind that God in His righteous judgment is clearing the path to a new heaven and a new earth and the marriage of Christ and His bride that will be unobstructed by evil for eternity. Because of this, we will rejoice.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 18:9-24 (NIV84)
9 “When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!’ 
11 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes any more— 12 cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and bodies and souls of men. 
14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your riches and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and cry out: “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ 
“Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a city like this great city?’ 19 They will throw dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, where all who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin! 
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you.’ ” 
21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: “With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 
22 The music of harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, will never be heard in you again. No workman of any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again. 
23 The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s great men. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 
24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all who have been killed on the earth.” 

	The Funeral of Babylon - 
An Oratorio 
A. 18:1-3, The introductory Overture 

B. 18:4-8, The ominous Warning
C. 18:9-19, The revealing Lamentation
D. 18:20-24, Justifiable Rejoicing
E. 19:1-10, The triumphant Finally, The hallelujah chorus
18:1-8 Review the first two parts of the funeral – 

A. 18:1-3 The Overture – What’s the truth about Babylon and who exposes it?

B. 18:4-8 The Warning – Even though we know of Babylon’s demise, what makes her still dangerous to us?

C. 18:9-19 – “The revealing Lamentation” 
18:9, 11, 17b – Fill out the chart: 1. Who are the three groups of mourners at the funeral of Babylon?
2. What is their opening lament?
3. What is the mourner’s link to Babylon?

4. What is the shocking reality for them?

Group from 18:9
Group from 18:11
Group from 18:17  b
Opening lament
Opening lament
Opening lament
Mourner’s link 
Mourner’s link
Mourner’s link
Shocking reality

Shocking reality

Shocking reality

Consider reading as background, Ezekiel 27 & 28. Note particularly Ezekiel 27:29-30 & 35-36 for the same 3 groups.
18:14 What is telling about the phrase, “The fruit you longed for …?”
In the sermon from Revelation 18:1-8, the warning from Jesus was summarized: “Since we live in Babylon, we need to arm ourselves so that Babylon doesn’t live in us.” 
Does the spirit of Babylon live in these three groups? What are the indicators this is true?
Kings

Merchants

Sea Captains

10  … “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, 
16  … “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, 
19  … “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, 
O Babylon, city of power!
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls!
where all who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth!
In one hour your doom has come!’
17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’
In one hour she has been brought to ruin!
D. 18:20-24 – “Justifiable Rejoicing”
18:20, 23-24 This makes for quite an end to a funeral service. How is it that we can say that rejoicing is justified at the funeral of Babylon?
There is more rejoicing yet to come. 
Read Revelation 12:10-12 that points to this future rejoicing. 
Read Revelation 6:10. How does this justify our rejoicing at Babylon’s fall?

Read Revelation 19:1-2. Does this seal the deal for you that rejoicing in Babylon’s demise is justified?

Conclusion: Why would we forsake allegiance to Jesus Christ for the allure of a prostitute that will end in destruction?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




