	
Date: March 18-24, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 19:1-10 – Wedding Clothes – Palm Sunday

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We enter the final chapter of the sixth of seven sections that comprise the Revelation. The 19th chapter allows us to see the rejoicing and celebration that surrounds the culmination of Christ the Lamb’s victory over unrighteousness and the establishment of God’s redemptive and everlasting kingdom. Therefore, our focus shifts from pondering the demise of Babylon to the presentation of the bride, who has been made righteous by the sacrificial life of her Groom, Jesus Christ, for the wedding that begins an eternity of joy and feasting in the presence of our Triune God. 
Chapter 18 can be described as The Funeral of Babylon - An Oratorio A. 18:1-3, The introductory Overture B. 18:4-8, The ominous Warning C. 18:9-19, The revealing Lamentation D. 18:20-24, Justifiable Rejoicing. 
Chapter 19 E. 19:1-10, The triumphant Finale, The hallelujah chorus F. 19:11-22, The coming of the conquering King to establish His Kingdom.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 19:1-10 (NIV84)
1 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 
3 And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” 
5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you His servants, you who fear Him, both small and great!” 
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
	A quick review to set the context – Following the demise of Babylon, a voice from heaven commands heaven’s residents and citizens to …

18:20 Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you.’ ” 
18:21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: “With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 
19:1 What does “this” refer to when John says, “After this?”
What are the two parts to what John heard?
I heard what sounded like … (1.)______________________________ 
… (2.) shouting: _______________________
19:1-2 For what reasons does the great multitude shout “Hallelujah”?
(1.)
S____________________

… belong to our God.

G___________

P___________

(2.)
T_______

… are His judgments.

J________

What examples are cited to support the reasons?
(1.) He _____________ the great prostitute who corrupted the earth ….
(2.) He ______________ on her (Babylon) the blood of His servants.
How would you summarize the basis for this first Hallelujah? (cf. Rev. 6:9-10)
19:3 Who is shouting? _____________________

What did they shout? ______________________

For what reason did they shout this second “Hallelujah”?
What is being referenced by the smoke rising? (Cf. Genesis 19:28; Isaiah 34:10; Rev. 19:3)
19:4 Who “cried”? _____________________

Based on the context, for what reason did they cry the 3rd “Hallelujah”?
19:5 How does verse 5 fit with verses 1-4? Could it be summarizing the first four verses?  Or, it is reminding us of Rev. 18:20?
What is it about God that is being praised in v.5?

19:6 Who’s doing the three-fold shouting of the 4th “Hallelujah”? (cf. Rev. 19:1,3,5)
To whom does each of the three similes point?

… sounded like …

a G______ M_____________

Rev. 7:9; 19:1

The great multitude of the Re_____________
the R_______ of Rushing Waters

Rev. 1:15: 14:2

The voice of the majestic ____________
L_____ Peals of thunder

Rev. 4:5: 8:5; 11:19; Ex 19:16
The thunderous voice of _______
We may not know who is shouting, but since all prior voices in 19:1-5 originate in heaven, we can assume this is a mightily, heavenly voice.
For what reason does this mighty voice shout “Hallelujah”?
19:7-9 How do these verses summarize the purpose of the four Hallelujahs?
What does “the wedding of the Lamb” mean? Why the use of wedding? Why is Jesus referred to as the Lamb?
By comparing Revelation 11:15-17 with 19:6-9, how is a wedding likened to the beginning of Christ’s reign following the final judgment?
Who, again, is the bride? And, why and how does she wear fine linen? (Rev. 6:11; 7:9, 13-14; compare Isaiah 61:10)
19:9 Compare this verse with Jesus’ words in Luke 14:15-24. Why the different views of the invitation to the wedding banquet?
19:10 Could it be that the voices of 19:1-9 are revealed in verse 10? 

Why do you think John fell at this angel’s feet?

Could it be that John thought God was speaking and not an angel? How do you explain his response of worship?

Conclusion: How does our hope for a wedding complement well God’s command to rejoice that the woman Babylon will most certainly be destroyed just prior to the wedding?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




