	
Date: March 25-31, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 19:11-21 – The white horse, the conquering Bridegroom and the King of kings – Easter Sunday

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	This final portion of Revelation 19 (11-21), reveals the final destruction of the beast, the false prophet and all his allies. This will complete the larger story of the final judgment of Babylon and the beast that we find in the sixth of seven sections comprising the Revelation. Here’s an outline for chapter 19. A. 19:1-10 we are introduced to Christ’s bride and her preparation for the upcoming wedding. Verse 10 serves as a transition verse, concluding the story of the destruction of Babylon and introducing us to the final segment, 19:11-21 with the strong admonition to John to “worship God!” B. 19:11-16, The entrance of the Groom/King with His bride. C. 19:17-18, The invitation to the cleanup crew for the upcoming battle. D. 19:19, The gathering of the enemies of the Groom/King and His bride for the final war. E. 19:20-21, The consumption of Christ’s enemies following the final war.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 19:1-10 (NIV84)
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
Revelation 19:11-21 (NIV84)
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule (destroy) them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On His robe and on (at) His thigh He has this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords. 
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.” 
19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and His army. 
20 But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 

	19:10 From the previous sermon: “These shouts of “hallelujah” are not the mere babbling of a word to make one sound holy and righteous. They are the preface and the postlude to genuine reasons for praise and thanksgiving.” This is true of our worship of Triune God. We are “truth driven” as we worship Him. Pay particular attention in the next several verse for what should “drive” our worship of God.
B. 19:11-16, The entrance of the Groom/King with His bride. 

How does John present the One who is able to conquer the beast? What is the vision that John describes as he presents the entrance of the Groom/King? Who is able to defeat the enemies of God?
19:11 From where does this vision come? Into what is John looking? (cf. 4:1; 11:19)
Who is unveiled here? 

· What distinguishes Him as great or majestic? Look for what He rides, something about His eyes, His crown and His robe. 
contrast John 12:12-15; compare Rev. 6:1-20

compare 1:13-17; 2;18

contrast John 19:1-5

cf. 19:15; 14:17-20; compare Isaiah 63:1-13

What do these distinguishing marks reveal about the Rider?

· What names or titles does He have or wear? 

Compare & contrast Rev. 3:14
Compare John 1:1-5; 14

Compare Deut. 10:17 & Psalm 136:3 with Rev. 17:14.
Contrast 22:4; 2:17
· What works does He perform? 11; 15 (compare Psalm 2)
What is the weapon Christ uses to defeat His enemies?
· Who makes up His army? 14
Compare 19:8. Who are given white linen to wear?
What weapons do we have?

C. 19:17-18, The invitation to the cleanup crew for the upcoming battle. 

Compare to 18:1-2
To whom is this invitation extended? What is the usual diet for these birds?
Why is this called “the great supper of God”?
What is the menu for this upcoming meal? Compare 11:7-10

D. 19:19, The gathering of the enemies of the Groom/King and His bride for the final war. 

Compare 16:14, 19:19 & 20:8. 

Of the 9 times war or battle is used in Revelation, only in these three verses is the definite article “the” attached to the noun war. τὸν πόλεμον. The verb, “to make war” is not included in these 9 references to war. Note, NIV84 is making a noun into a verb in 19:19 which ought not to be to highlight “the war,” referring to Armageddon.
E. 19:20-21, The consumption of Christ’s enemies following the final war.

19:20-21 Who all is gathered to oppose Christ? 

Where is the opposition?
When was the outcome of this battle determined? 5:5, 12:3-13.
In what state or condition are the beast and false prophet thrown into the lake of fire? 
If time allows, read Ezekiel 38 & 39. Note in particular the similarity of 39:17-20 to Revelation 19:17-21.
Conclusion: Do we not come back to our recent question, why would we give ourselves to the seductions of Babylon and the beast when we know the certain end that is coming to them and those who align themselves with them?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




