	
Date: April 1-7, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 20:1-10 – The Thousand Years and the Last Battle

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We now enter the final section of the Revelation. Already we’ve sensed things are escalating and drawing to a conclusion. We will attempt to understand the meaning of the time period, “a thousand years” and where the millennial reign of the saints will take place. We will also observe some of the detail of the last battle at which the devil will be thrown into the lake of fire to join with the beast and the false prophet.

This study will be divided into 3 parts with occasional overlapping. 

Part 1, 20:1-3
Part 2, 20:4-6
Part 3, 20:7-10
a vision of the millennium from the perspective of the church on earth
a vision of the millennium from the perspective of the church in heaven.

the destruction of the devil; anticipated
the destruction of the devil; consummated
Just a hint. It would be of great value to your understanding of this text, particularly verses 7-10, if you could read Ezekiel 38-39 before doing this study and chapter 40 as a bonus. 

Caution: The first 6 verses of Revelation 20 may be the most controversial verses of the Revelation. Only 2 OT and 1 other NT verse use the phrase “thousand years,” each time symbolically for a long period of time (Ps. 90:4; Eccles. 6:6; 2 Pet. 3:8). Please approach these verses in chapter 20 with humble care and attention. Be careful about assumptions. Draw on all you have already learned from this book. You may want to make a list of your questions. Be sure to ask the Lord for wisdom and insight.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 20:1-10 (NIV84)
1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for (the) battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

	Keep in mind, chapter 20 starts a new section. That means we are starting over again at the beginning of the New Testament. Chapter 20 is not to be seen as following chapter 19 chronologically. You are welcome to disagree with this approach, but that is the approach of this study.

Part 1, 20:1-3
vision of the millennium from the perspective of the church on earth
the destruction of the devil; anticipated
The counterfeit trinity, the dragon, the beast and the false prophet, and its city, Babylon the harlot, literarily are being judged (destroyed). 17:1-19:10, Babylon is judged. 19:11-21, the beast and the false prophet is judged. Now, in 20:1-10, the dragon, Satan, is judged in two phases in 20:1-3 and 20:7-10.
20:1-3 What does this angel do and what does he use to do it?
What is the Abyss? Who lives there? Cf. Rev. 9:1-11 (stars are frequently identified as angels, good and bad, 1:20; 8:11, but all ultimately serve God’s purposes) 
20:2 How long is an “apocalyptic” thousand years? Cf. Ps. 50:10 
How does John often use numbers and descriptions of leaders in Rev.? (i.e. 4, 7, 10, 12, etc; Lion, Lamb, dragon, beast, serpent, etc)
How long, then, is Satan bound? 
20:3 According to v.3, why is Satan bound? Compare 20:7 and Mark 3:27 and Matt 16:18. What does Satan do when he is unbound and why?
Where does the language of Gog and Magog come from? Cf. Ez. 38-39
Part 2, 20:4-6
vision of the millennium from the perspective of the church in heaven.

What is the purpose of the letter of the Revelation?
20:4-6 Both 20:1-3 and 20:4-6 present visions of the period of time called a thousand years. What distinguishes them from each other?
20:4 How do the words “thrones,” “souls,” and “reigned” help identify the location of the church during this second vision of the millennium?
20:4 Who is there with Christ? Important note: NASB distinguishes the “beheaded” from those “who had not worshiped the beast.” 
What qualifies us to reign with Christ, the method of our death or our faithfulness to Christ in how we lived? Cf. Rev. 3:21; 2:10
20:5-6 How do we take part in the first resurrection?
Who will suffer the second death? Cf. 20:13-15
Part 3, 20:7-10
the destruction of the devil; consummated
20:7-8 Why is Satan released from his prison? What is the immediate purpose? What is the ultimate purpose?
Review 16:12-14; 17:12-14; 19:17-19
20:7-9 Graphically, excluding the last line of v.9, what does this picture of the gathering of the nations from the entire earth convey? When have we before heard the phrase, “sand on the seashore?” cf. Joshua 11:1-5; Judges 7:8-12 What are the odds of God’s people “winning” these battles?
20:9 Why are God’s people said to be in a “camp?” And a “city”? cf. Exodus 33:7-11; Revelation 21:1-4
20:9 The nations of the entire earth gathered for the war and surrounded God’s people. Can you describe the skirmish, the events of engagement in battle, the resistance that the people of God put up? What happened?
20:10 What is the outcome of this great, universal gathering of God’s enemies for the purpose of getting rid of Christ’s church? Who, at this point, is thrown into the lake of fire? 
Conclusion: What does Revelation 20:1-10 teach us about the thousand years and the final battle? Does what you hear in 20:1-10 ring true with how God has worked His redemption and salvation in the past, like in the Exodus from Egypt?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




