	
Date: April 8-14, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 20:5-15 – The last battle, the great white throne and last judgment!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Dennis E. Johnson, a theology professor at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, CA and author of The Triumph of the Lamb, a commentary on the book of Revelation, alerts us that Revelation 20:1-6 “are probably the most controversial six verses in Revelation.” But what makes them controversial is how irreconcilable the contrasting views are with each other. The writer of this study is very empathetic with those who have grown up with or only heard of a different approach to Revelation 20 and are now hearing something that is so vastly different. The first major hurdle is determining if the events of chapters 19 and 20 follow each other chronologically or if chapter 20 time-wise starts over at the resurrection and ascension of Christ. The second major hurdle is determining the meaning of the binding of Satan. Does the binding mean a total restraint or a limited and specific restraint? How you answer those questions will greatly impact how you understand Revelation 20.
For purposes of this study, the study guide writer takes the view that chapter 19 brings us to the end of the time period between Christ’s two comings to this earth and chapter 20 starts over at the beginning, leading to the conclusion that the thousand years represents the time period of Christ’s first coming up to just a “short time” before He returns. Thus the conclusion, we are now living in the millennium, the thousand years.

Verses 1-3 gives us a vision of the millennium as the church on earth experiences it. Verses 4-6 gives us a vision of the millennium as the church in heaven experiences it. 

We now focus on the destruction of the devil in the last battle in verses 7-10, and the great white throne and last judgment in verses 11-15.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 20:5-10 (NIV84)
5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for (the) battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
Revelation 20:11-15 (NIV84)
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
	Keep in mind, chapter 20 starts a new section. That means we are starting over again at the beginning of the New Testament. Chapter 20 is not to be seen as following chapter 19 chronologically. But, because we are nearing the end of the book, the bulk of our attention is drawn to the events at the close of history.

20:5-7 “The rest of the dead” must refer to unbelievers who will be resurrected to face their final judgment at the end of the thousand years. “The first resurrection” must refer to the believer’s first death where they enter heaven as “souls” to reign with Christ for the remainder of the thousand years. “The second death” is the spiritual death of the unrighteous for eternity. 
20:7 Is Satan’s prison also called the Abyss? (cf. 20:1-3)
How can we describe the Abyss? (cf. 11:1-11; Romans 10:6 (NIV84 “deep” is literally “Abyss”)
Who must we say is ultimately in control of the Abyss? And, how is the phrase “death and Hades” the same as the Abyss? (cf. 20:1; 1:18)

20:7-8 What is the immediate purpose for Satan to be released from his prison? ___________ What is the next larger purpose? _____________

Note the purpose of “gathering” in Rev 16:12-14; 17:12-14; 19:17-19; Ezek 38:16, 22-23; 39:27-29
20:7-9 Graphically, excluding the last line of v.9, what does this picture of the gathering of the nations from the entire earth convey? 
When have we before heard the phrase, “sand on the seashore?” cf. Joshua 11:1-5; Judges 7:8-12 
What are the odds of God’s people “winning” these battles?

20:9 Why are God’s people said to be in a “camp?” And a “city”? cf. Exodus 33:7-11; Revelation 21:1-4

20:9 The nations of the entire earth gathered for the war and surrounded God’s people. Can you describe the skirmish, the events of engagement in battle, the resistance that the people of God put up? What happened? Why is this significant to us?
20:10 What is the outcome of this great, universal gathering of God’s enemies for the purpose of getting rid of Christ’s church? Who, at this point, is thrown into the lake of fire? 

Describe the “lake of fire.” (cf. Rev. 14:10-11; 20:14-15; 21:8; 19:17-21; Matt. 25:41)
What distinguishes Hades from the lake of fire? How is Hades more like the Abyss than the lake of fire?
---------------------
20:11-15 Read the entire paragraph and identify your top questions?
20:11 Why a “white” throne? Who is seated on the on it? (cf. Rev. 4:2; 22:1-5; Matt. 25:31-34, 41, 46)
Is there any doubt this is the final judgment? (cf. (20:10; 6:12-17; 16:17-21; Daniel 7:8-14; 
For “earth and sky,” review Rev. 6:14 & 16:20.
20:12 How do the “dead” appear before the throne without being resurrected? Cf. 20:5a; Daniel 12:2; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15
About “the books”? Dan 7 the focus is on evil deeds. In Dan 12:1-2, life.
Review Rev. 13:8; 17:8
Anything strike you when it says, according to what they had done?
20:13 The “sea” and “death and Hades” refer to the region of the dead. Thus resurrection means giving back the dead so they can stand before God’s throne for judgment.
20:14 What does it mean that “death and Hades” were thrown into the lake of fire? Suggestion #1: “Unbelievers formerly held in the temporary bonds of “death and Hades” will be handed over to the permanent bonds of the lake of fire.” 1 Suggestion #2: “‘Death and Hades’, the location of those who have suffered the ‘first (physical) death’ in the preconsummation age, has come to its end and is now incorporated into or superseded by the ‘lake of fire’ as the location of those suffering the ‘second (spiritual) death’ in the postconsummation age.” 2
20:15 What is it about the book of life that spares those whose names are written in it? Cf. Rev. 1:5b-6; 3:5; 5:5-13;13:8; 21:27; Mal. 3:16; Is. 4:2-6
Conclusion: Is your name written in the book of life?

 Beale, G.K., The New International Greek Testament Commentary, The Book of the Revelation, Eerdmans, 1999. p.1035

2 Stuart, M., Apocalypse II, p.372 found in Beale, p.1035.

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




