	
Date: May 6-12, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 21:15-27 – The bride, the wife of the Lamb, the Holy City – Part 2

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Since entering Revelation 21, what have we seen through the eyes and pen of the apostle John? First, in verses 1-8, the new heavens and new earth, as well as the new Jerusalem, have been revealed to us along with a shocking reminder of the lake of fire. Essentially, in these verses we saw a reversal of the curse in Genesis 3. The new heaven and earth were cleansed; God’s holy people entered an eternally joyful and satisfying relationship with Almighty God.
Next we started looking with magnifying glasses at the Holy City/Bride in verses 9-14. She was identified as a bride for her beauty and the intimacy of her relationship with her Groom. She was described as a work of God, beautified by the glory of God, secured by the protection of God, distinguished by her abundant access to God and populated by the full complement of the people of God.

In this study, we keep looking through magnifying glasses at the imagery used to reveal who we will be as the Holy City/Bride in verses 15-21 and then consider in 22-27 what is missing from this Holy City.
May the Holy Spirit illumine your mind and awaken your spirit to the glory that awaits those who live now as overcomers because of who they are in Christ.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 21:9-14 (NIV84)
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, 
10 … coming down out of heaven from God. 
11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 
12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 
14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
Revelation 21:15-27 (NIV84)
15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man’s measurement, which the angel was using. 
18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
	The first half is for review. The second half is for digging, study and reflection.
I. 21:1-8 – The New Heaven and New Earth will be …
A. 21:1-4: Thoroughly cleansed of all unrighteousness.

B. 21:1-4: A holy community participating in the most joyful relationship with triune God.

C. 21:5-8: Where our thirst for God will continually be satisfied by living in His presence.

II. 21:9-21 The Bride of the Lamb as the Holy City

A. 21:9-10a: The City Identified. 
… as a bride. Why? For its beauty and intimacy.
B. 21:10b-14: The City Described. 
#1. 21:10b – (cf. 21:2) The city is a work of God.
#2. 21:11 – (cf. Ezekiel 48:35, last line) The city is beautified by the glory of God.
#3. 21:12 –The city is secured by the protection of God.
#4. 21:12-13 – (cf. Luke 13:29) The city is distinguished by its abundant access to God.
#5. 21:12-14, 16-19 –The city is populated by the full complement of the people of God.
C. 21:15-17: The City Measured. 
21:15 – Compare 11:1 with 21:15. Why “gold?” Who does the measuring in 11:1? In 21:15?

[Note the measurements of the Holy City in Ezekiel 40:1-15 and 45:1-2. Hint: think of Ezekiel pointing to the incarnation of the Son of God as its fulfillment (John 1:14; 2:19-21)]
21:16 (ESV) 16 … Its length and width and height are equal. 

21:16-17 – Architecturally, what does this city look like and remind us of? But why its gigantic size in “man’s measurement”?
(Do you need a reminder that the “bride” is what’s being measured?) What can you add to the above #5 statement for what this measuring means? 
D. 21:18-21: The City Evaluated.
21:18 – Why do we read of jasper again? (cf. 21:11. see 21:19) What value is being suggested by jasper? (cf. 4:3)
What does your imagination do with gold as pure as glass? (cf 21:21)
21:19-20 – What is God communicating to us by linking His people to precious stones? (see Exodus 28:16-21 and Ezekiel 28:13)
21:18-21 – What structures are described in these verses? The w__; the c__; the f________; the g____; the s_____. What is their common link?
How then does God evaluate His bride, the Holy City?
III. 21:22-27 That Which is Missing in the Holy City

21:22 – What’s the meaning of “sanctuary”? How is it commonly used today? Why, then, is there no need for a physical temple (sanctuary) in the Holy City? Cf. Psalm 16:11
21:23-24 – Why is there no need for a physical sun or moon to provide “light”? [Hint: keep in mind what we are talking about, the holy city, the perfected people of God. Cf Isaiah 24:23, try the ESV or NASB. Cf Isaiah 60:3, 5]
21:25-26 – Why is there no need to shut the gates?

At the time of the new heaven, new earth and new Jerusalem, where are all the “threats to God’s people? 

21:27 – What characterizes those who live in this city?

Conclusion: What ways is God preparing us to be this city?

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




