	
Date: May 13-19, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 22:1-6 – The bride, the wife of the Lamb, the Holy City – Part 3

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Would you like to go back to the Garden of Eden if there were no sin? Have you ever imagined that possibility? What if that’s what awaits us in God’s new creation at the end of time and our entrance into eternity? Revelation 22:1-6 is the conclusion to the vision of the new Jerusalem in the context of the new heaven and the new earth that started at the beginning of Revelation 21. It can be outlined this way: 
22:1-2 - The city’s river and garden; 22:3-5 - a summary description of the city/bride; 
22:6 - a concluding testimony of the truthfulness of this book.

In these few verses, our imaginations will again be stretched beyond their capacity. Some will find that the reading in last Lord’s Day sermon from Ezekiel 47:1-12 will have prepared them for the imagination stretching conversation of verses 1 & 2. In verses 3-5 we will get a helpful review with some additional information to expand our understanding of our life in the heavenly Holy City. And finally, John will end as he started, putting his integrity on the line by testifying to the reliability of his witness.
Again, may the Holy Spirit illumine your mind and awaken your spirit to the glory that awaits us who live now as overcomers because of who we are in Christ.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 22:1-6 (NIV84)
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3 No longer will there be any curse. 
The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take place.” 

	Chapter 21 is reviewed below to set the context.
I. 21:1-8 – The New Heaven and New Earth will be …
A. 21:1-4: Thoroughly cleansed of all unrighteousness.

B. 21:1-4: A holy community participating in the most joyful relationship with triune God.

C. 21:5-8: Where our thirst for God will continually be satisfied by living in His presence.

II. 21:9-21 The Bride of the Lamb as the Holy City

A. 21:9-10a: The City is Identified as a bride for its beauty and intimacy.
B. 21:10b-14: The City is Described as a work of God; beautified by the glory of God; secured by the protection of God; distinguished by its abundant access to God; and populated by the full complement of the people of God.
C. 21:15-17: The City is Measured. John sees the fullness of God’s presence that will forever be with the totality of His people.
D. 21:18-21: The City is Evaluated. John sees the worth and value of the city by the rare and valuable stones used to construct it.
III. 21:22-27 That Which is Missing in the Holy City. There is no temple, no created light, no night and nothing impure in the Holy City.
IV. 22:1-6 That Which is Central to the new creation.
22:1-3a - The city’s river and garden 

22:1-2a - What is “the river of the water of life?” (cf. Joel 3:18; Ezekiel 47:1-12)
Ezekiel 47:1-12 – What is so amazing about this river? From where does this river originate? What does this river represent in Revelation 22?
With trees on both sides of the river, where does that take us? (cf. Genesis 2:10-14; 3:21-24)
Genesis 3:23b – What happens when a person eats from the tree of life? What then does the tree of life represent in Revelation 22?
22:2b – What is the meaning of twelve here? How does that help us understand who are the recipients of the fruit of these trees?
22:2c-3a – What is the connection been “the healing of the nations” AND “no longer will there be any curse”? 
How does this connect to the curse in Genesis 3?
22:1-3a – From these verses, what is central in the new creation? What is at the very heart of the new creation for those who will live there?
22:3b-5 - a summary description of the city/bride 

22:3b - What is the meaning of: “the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city”? How will they be in the city? What does the throne have to do with it?
22:3c - What will life in the new creation be like? What will our relationship with God and the Lamb be like? How should we understand the word ‘serve’?
22:4 - What’s the significance of the combination of being able to see God’s face AND having His name on our foreheads? What OT person experienced this combination and in what context? (cf. Exodus 28:36-38)*
22:5 – For what is “night” often used as a metaphor in Scripture? (cf. John 3:2; 9:4; 11:10; 13:30) So, what is really absent in the new Jerusalem?
22:5d – Over what will we reign while living in the new Jerusalem? (cf. Genesis 1:27-28)
Hebrews 2:7-11 – How and when is God’s promise that He will put everything under “man’s” feet fulfilled?
What indications do we find in 22:1-5 that our life in the new creation is a return to Eden? (hint: note the underlined words in the text.)
22:6 - a concluding testimony of the truthfulness of this book.

Compare Revelation 1:1-2
Compare Isaiah 65:16-17
Conclusion: From what you now know is awaiting those who are courageous and overcome the tests and trials of this world by living in Christ, what will your response be?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




*Beale p.1114 – The high priest represented Israel and was consecrated to God so that he could enter God’s presence to offer propitiatory sacrifices on Israel’s behalf to make the people acceptable before God so that they would not incur God’s wrath. The privilege, … formerly reserved only for the high priest, is now granted to all God’s people. … That only God’s name is mentioned as being on the forehead in 22:4, and not the entire phrase from Exodus 28 (“holy to the Lord”), is no indication that John is not alluding to Exodus.

