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	Sermon Text: Revelation 22:6-21 – Promised blessings and exhortations – Part 1

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Wow! With the completion of our study of Revelation 22:5, we have now studied all the visions John received since Revelation 1:9. It has been an exhilarating experience to read of these visions and attempt to make sense of them. It’s good to be reminded that the purpose for John to relay these visions to us is to encourage and exhort us to remain faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ in the face of any and all attempts to undermine our loyalty to Him. In so doing, we participate in the ultimate purpose of this book by giving honor and glory to the Lord God Almighty!

We now enter the formal conclusion to the book in Revelation 22:6-21. Lord willing, reserving two studies to this portion will gain for us its primary meaning. This epilogue will clearly remind us of the purpose of the entire book to persuade us to live as God’s obedient people so that we may receive the reward of salvation and eternal life. Thus, we will be paying close attention to the promises and exhortations in these remaining sixteen verses which come to us in the context of Christ’s second coming.

While there are about as many ways to outline the epilogue as there are commentaries on the book of the Revelation, for our look at this passage of Scripture we will use G.K. Beale’s outline: Five Exhortations to Holiness; 1. 22:6-7; 2. 22:8-10; 3. 22:11-12; 4. 22:13-17; 5. 22:18-20. Conclusion; 22:21. 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 22:6-21 (NIV84) 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take place.” 7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 

11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
	Five Exhortations to Holiness

1. 22:6-7: v.6 – Compare 21:5b; Daniel 2:45 and cf. Rev. 1:1-2. Besides the identities of those involved in the transmission of the visions, what is intended by the phrase, “These words are trustworthy and true”?
How certain can we be that God will deliver on His promise of a new heaven and a new earth and that Christ will come soon?

22:6-7 – Of the things that must soon take place, what does v.7 highlight?
Note: in both vv.6 & 7, soon is better translated quickly or swiftly.
How is the “coming” of Jesus in 22:7 different from or the same as His other comings? See Rev. 1:7; 2:5; 2:16; 3:3; 3:11.
How, then, does the context in which mention is made of the Lord coming help us understand what Christ’s coming means?

How is 22:6-7a saying the same thing as 22:7b?

What is the promise in between?

What is the First Exhortation?

What is promised?

2. 22:8-10: - 22:8a On what basis is John a credible, legal witness, like the angel is 22:6? Cf. 1 John 1:1-2
What should our “hearing” result in? Go back over the closing words of each letter to the seven churches and determine the purpose for Christ saying, “He who has an ear, let him hear …” Note the challenge (exhortation), the promise and the consequence for each church. Rev. 2:7; 10-11; 17; 26-29; 3:5-6; 12-13; 21-22.
22:8b-10 – How does the rebuke of John in v.9 help us understand the purpose of the exhortation given to John in v.10?
For what purpose are the words of the prophecy not to be sealed?
What is the Second Exhortation?

What is promised?

3. 22:11-12: - 22:10-12 Notice the two (near, soon) declaratory statements/phrases that immediately surround the exhortations to continue doing as you have been doing. How would the nearness of Christ’s coming and the quickness of His coming help explain that there is no time to change?
How might the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart during the ten plagues help explain the continuation of the condition we are in? Exodus 7:3-5; 13; 22; 8:15; 19; 32; 9:7; 12; 34-35; 10:20; 27; 11:10
22:12 What is coming with Christ’s quick coming?
How does the continuation of action in v.11 fit the context of what judgment is about?
What is the Third Exhortation?

What is promised?

4. 22:13-17: 
What is the Fourth Exhortation?

What is promised?

5. 22:18-20: 
What is the Fifth Exhortation?

What is promised?

Conclusion: 22:21.



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




