	
Date: June 3-9, 2013
	Sermon Text: Revelation 22:6-21 – Promised blessings and exhortations – Part 2

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our previous study in the epilogue of the Revelation, we looked at verses 6-12 and identified three exhortations. One to obedience to the prophecy of the book; one to the proclamation of the Gospel message within this book; and one to the urgency of not allowing a moment to pass before repenting of any lack of full surrender to Jesus Christ. Consider reading the entire passage and reviewing what has already been seen.
In this study we continue in the formal conclusion to the book in Revelation 22:6-21. Lord willing, this and the previous study will gain for us its primary meaning. This epilogue clearly reminds us of the purpose of the entire book to persuade us to live as God’s obedient people so that we may receive the reward of salvation and eternal life. Thus, we are paying close attention to the blessings and exhortations in these remaining sixteen verses which come to us in the context of Christ’s second coming.

For our look at this passage of Scripture we are using G.K. Beale’s outline: Five Exhortations to Holiness; 1. 22:6-7; 2. 22:8-10; 3. 22:11-12; 4. 22:13-17; 5. 22:18-20. Conclusion; 22:21. 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 22:7-21 (NIV84)
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take place.” 7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 
11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

	Five Exhortations to Holiness

1. 22:6-7: 
What is the First Exhortation?

What is the Blessing?

2. 22:8-10: 

What is the Second Exhortation?

What is the Blessing?
3. 22:11-12: 
What is the Third Exhortation?

What is the Blessing?

4. 22:13-17: - 22:13 Who is speaking? 
What is significant about these titles all being attributed to Jesus Christ?
On what basis does Jesus Christ have the ability and authority to bring history to a close at His coming?
22:14 What is the meaning of the tree of life? How do we gain the right to the tree? Cf. 7:14-17. What are our robes? 
Compare 22:15

with 21:8

To what is “outside” contrasted?

How does this serve as a warning to Christians?
22:16a Compare with 1:4. Then, who are the “you” in 22:16a?
Where does this testimony (entire letter) reside and do its work?
22:16b Who is speaking? What is the significance of these titles? “root of David” cf 5:5-7 & Numbers 24:17
“morning star” cf 2:27b-28 & Isaiah 11:1, 10

If Jesus has already fulfilled these prophecies, what does that suggest for His yet to be fulfilled prophecies?

22:17 To whom and from whom is the call to “come” given?

Who are the audiences for each of the three calls to come? Explain. Compare Isaiah 55:1; Rev. 21:6
Who are those who “hear”? cf. 2:14
Who are the “thirsty”? 
What is the Fourth Exhortation?

What is the Blessing?

5. 22:18-20: - 

22:18-19 Note the similarity to Deut. 4:1-2; 12:28-32; 29:19-21.
What does it mean to “add to” or “take away from” these words?
What is the source of these additions and subtractions? Cf. 2:14; 2:20-23
Who is the primary audience needing to hear these warnings?
How is the washing of one’s robes in 22:14 the “hidden” fifth exhortation? 
What is the meaning of washing one’s self in the context of the allure of idolatry? Cf. Rev. 3:4-5; 7:14
How does God express the seriousness of His warnings here?

How does this reaffirm an “eye for an eye” justice?
22:20 How does Jesus’ coming make the case for keeping ourselves “washed”?
What is the Fifth Exhortation?

What is the Blessing?
Conclusion: 22:21. What does God’s grace accomplish in the lives of genuine followers of Christ? 

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




