Sunday, January 13, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Who is Christ?

Who is Christ UPON us as He builds our anticipation for His return?
Joel 2:23-32 & Acts 2:1-28

Acts 2:17 (NIV84) 17 “ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.
---------------

Today completes our seven-part series where we have been asking the question, Who is Christ? Each week we have focused on an aspect of who Christ is using seven prepositions to create seven focal points on Christ to consider some aspects of His unique character and activity.
Today I will be attempting to answer the question: Who is Christ Upon us as He builds our anticipation for His return? Since this is the wrap up message of this series, I want to do a quick review of each of the previous studies, remembering that my hope for this series has been to enlarge our view of Christ, and in so doing, find ourselves not only more in love with Him, but in much great awe of Him.
Prepositions describe relationships between their objects and other words in the sentence. In our case, Christ is the subject. We are the object. And the preposition describes our relationship.
Thanks to my good friend, David Bryant, we are looking at seven key prepositions as we ask who Christ is. Who is Christ TO us? Who is Christ FOR us? Who is Christ OVER us? Who is Christ WITHIN or AMONG us? Who is Christ BEFORE us? Who is Christ THROUGH us? and Who is Christ UPON us? So, here we go with our review. 
#1. Who is Christ TO us in His Intimacy with the Trinity?
When we engage in a conversation about the Trinity, we’re walking into a great mystery. So great is this mystery that we eventually have to throw up our hands and admit there’ll be some things about it that we will never understand this side of eternity.

The Bible makes it clear that there are three persons of the Godhead. And we call the Godhead the Trinity. Jesus referred to these three persons in His commissioning of His disciples to go make more disciples. Matthew 28:19 (NIV84) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,… 

Jesus, speaking in John 16:15 (NIV84) says: 15 All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is Mine and make it known to you. 
Jesus is so fully God, that to walk away from Jesus is to walk away from God.
Again and again in the New Testament, God wants to be known as “the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
#2. Who is Christ FOR us in the invasion of His incarnation?
In the incarnation, Jesus added to His spiritual nature a human body.
Philippians 2:5-7 (NIV84) 5 … Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
Jesus brings human nature and the Godhead together in one single human being who will live and reign forever. “No other being in the entire universe brings human nature and the Godhead together like this, in one single human being.” 

God the Son remains God as He takes on humanity.

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV84) 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

Because of Christ’s obedience in becoming human and giving His life as a ransom for our sins, we became His brothers. We were made members of the same family. Christ is our brother and our Advocate to the Father. 

Hebrews 2:11 (NIV84) 11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 
We have an advocate for our success in being obedient to Christ. That advocate is Christ Himself. Christ is FOR us as demonstrated by His having become one of us.
#3. Who is Christ OVER us in the unfolding of world history?
In Christ’s reign over us, in everything He remains in control; He works for the good in everything; And He manages every moment toward the predetermined outcomes of His reign (Romans 8:28).

No longer is Jesus waiting to be crowned as King. He’s only waiting to be recognized as King (Revelation 5).
Every person who has ever lived will stand before Jesus Christ to give an accounting of his life. That day is coming.

Hebrews 9:26–28 (NIV84) 26 … now Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. 

Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the head over every power and authority. He is the God who governs in the affairs of men. Christ is the King who lives among His people. He is the one whose government and peace will never end. He is the one who establishes and upholds justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

#4. Who is Christ WITHIN and AMONG us as the glory of the Father?
John 1:14 (NIV) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Christ, who is the light, pushes back the darkness that Satan brings upon us. The light of God’s word unveils or uncovers Christ’s glory.
As we welcome the transformation Christ’s wants to work in our lives through His presence, we as a community of progressively transformed believers in Christ will reflect Christ’s glory.
In every congregation, every time we gather, Christ is present and Christ is presiding as King. It doesn’t matter the size of the congregation. Christ can be just as fully present in a small fellowship as in a large one.
Christ is the purpose of our gatherings. For as we welcome Him to freely be present among us, He pulls back the veil a bit more for us to see more of His glory.

#5. Who is Christ BEFORE us moving ahead of us into the future in order to bring it back to us?
Jesus is the way to the Father. He’s the truth on which we stand in order to trust Him to lead us to the Father. He’s the life that we enter into as we surrender to His leadership over our lives. Because we now enjoy intimacy of relationship with Christ who is presently residing in the future, we not only have a link to the future now, we are able to experience foretastes of the future now that will be fully ours when Christ returns to take us there. 
Colossians 3:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

Christ is at the right hand of the throne of God. Christ is out there ahead of us. He is the King who reigns now over the universe and is working all things to bring us home with Him. He is drawing His disciples to Himself where He is, already ahead of us, in our future home in heaven. Because of who we are now in Christ, our home is with Christ in heaven.
The metaphor of Moby Dick illustrates how Christ is leading us to our destination. We are Captain Ahab. Our faith is like a harpoon. It is anchored deep inside of Christ (Moby Dick, the whale) and our destiny is wherever Christ is taking us. From this moment on and for the rest of eternity, where He’s headed is where we’re headed.
#6. Who is Christ THROUGH us to the people nearest to us?

The Holy Spirit will be our source of power to both be and speak Christ’s message of hope to a world held in bondage to sin.

Christ’s death was a victory and His resurrection confirmed it.

Being convinced that Christ was alive empowered the disciples to proclaim forgiveness to repentant sinners who would welcome Christ’s sacrifice as theirs.

The Holy Spirit empowers our witness. He joins Himself to the Gospel in such a way that the message of Christ’s disciples is divinely powerful. The Holy Spirit not only envelops the message of Christ’s disciples, He envelops the disciples. Holy Spirit empowered disciples of Christ are witnesses for Christ in the world.
2 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV84) 14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.
Christ gave His life’s blood so that in repentance and belief we attach ourselves to Him like a branch is attached to the vine. Then, His cleansing, healing and life-giving blood flows through us. The Holy Spirit turns our sacrifice of service for Christ into a sweet aroma to God and people around us will see Christ.
All these previous six messages bring us to today’s question: #7. Who is Christ UPON us as He builds our anticipation for His return?
Next week is my mom’s 96th birthday. I think the Lord is keeping her around to be my prayer warrior on Saturday nights. She knows how often I’m still working on the finishing touches of my sermons, and she prays for me.
I’m anticipating seeing her the day after her birthday as I join with my brother and sister in Minneapolis on Monday night. My anticipation of my time with mom is pretty complete since I’ve been through this sequence of events many, many times over the years. I have a sense of expectancy, though I fully recognize that no one can presume on tomorrow.
But, my point of speaking about my anticipation in seeing my mom next week is how it relates to today’s message. There’s an upcoming event that God has scheduled, though He’s not letting us in on the exact moment of its occurrence. But, it’s an event that will happen and it will involve every one of us. The event is Christ’s return to earth to begin the process of final redemption and final judgment.
Of all people, Christians should be looking forward to this event. But, my sense is that many of us have allowed this great judgment and redemption day to fall off our radars. We’re not as heavenly minded as we should be. Studying the book of Revelation, as we have this past year, has done much to increase my thoughts about our final home. And, I, for one, am looking forward to soon resuming our study in the Revelation precisely because in the last five chapters there will be a whole lot more descriptions of what it will be like in our eternal future. So, what I say today is really an appetizer for what we will soon be exploring when we resume our study in the Revelation.
I believe God wants us anticipating with joy that day when Christ returns. Years ago, some Christians were ridiculed for thinking so much about heaven. The little disparaging ditty that was said of them, “They are so heavenly minded, they’re of no earthly use.” I don’t fully understood the problem those Christians were creating at the time for being so heavenly minded, but I want to suggest that God intends that very heavenly minded believers should be those who are the most earthly good. And why is that? Because they not only understand what it takes to be welcomed into heaven, they’re likely engaged in ways to bring a bunch more folks with them when their time on earth is done. Heavenly minded people are eager to have many more get in on the great blessings that are in store for those who are found to be in Christ on that great and crucial, upcoming moment.
In 1746, Jonathan Edwards wrote a book after seeing two remarkable movements of the Spirit of God a few years prior. The title, though quite long, gives a summary of the book’s contents.
an
Humble Attempt
to promote
EXPLICIT AGREEMENT AND VISIBLE UNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE,

in
EXTRAORDINARY PRAYER,

for the revival of religion and the advancement of christ’s kingdom on earth,

pursuant to scripture promises and prophecies concerning the last time,

The book attempts to promote God’s people physically coming together in open and precise agreement to pray for revival and the advancement of Christ’s kingdom. But notice the kind of prayer Edwards is calling for. He calls it extraordinary prayer. But, by this, he does not mean long hours in prayer or great emotion in prayer. Rather, the prayers would be extraordinary because of the focus of the prayer. What focus for these prayers would make them extraordinary? Edwards is saying, what’s extraordinary about this prayer is that we would be asking God to do something new and powerful. We would be asking for something new in the church and something new in the advancing of the Gospel. But, Edwards further clarifies the focus by saying that these prayers are to pursue everything in the Scripture promises and prophecies concerning the last time.
Here’s how Bryant summarizes Edwards’ book. “What Edwards teaches in his book is the way we pray: we look at the way everything will be at the end of all things and the consummation of the age, when Christ comes upon the whole universe in His victorious reign and then we walk that back and ask, how much of that would God be willing to do within us and through us right now? All of our prayers ought to be prayers for Christ to come upon us in one way or another.” 

Edwards, therefore, is saying that our prayers are essentially to be asking for Christ to come upon us, to come to us, to enter into our situation and be present with His power and His glory in accordance with promises and prophecies in the Scriptures concerning the last time. So the better we know our destination, the more our destination will shape our praying.
Here’s a quote from Edwards’ Humble Attempt: “We find it common in the prophecies of the Old Testament, that when the prophets are speaking of divine favours and blessings on the Jews, attending or following their return from the Babylonish captivity, the Spirit of God takes occasion from thence to speak of the incomparably greater blessings on the church, that shall attend and follow her deliverance from the spiritual or mystical Babylon, of which those were a type; and then speaks almost wholly of these latter and vastly greater things, so as to seem to forget the former.” 

What Edwards is saying, is that very often, prophecies in the Old Testament often go beyond their immediate application and become pointers to a New Testament application. Thus, when we read the prophecy in Joel, for instance, it not only speaks to the immediate occasion of the Jews being devastated by an army of locusts and an army of soldiers, it speaks to our predicament when we are in great distress or have parched souls. We, too, can look forward to having the Spirit of God come upon us as rain pouring down on the earth.
So, when we read in Acts chapter 2 about the day of Pentecost and how it was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, it illustrates what Edwards is trying to tell us. Just as Jesus told His disciples just as He ascended into heaven to go to Jerusalem and wait with expectancy and anticipation for the Holy Spirit to fall on them, Edwards says this is the kind of praying we all should participate in. 
So, we need to be asking, what promises and prophecies has God given us regarding the last times? And, then, we need to turn those promises and prophecies into expectant prayers, setting our focus on the anticipation that God may shower us with a partial fulfillment of a promise He will fully fulfill in heaven.
Open your bulletins to the printed worship text. Notice verses 8 & 9. Here is an invitation for us to sing for joy in anticipation of God fulfilling a promised prophecy.
Psalm 98:8–9 (NIV84) 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 9 let them sing before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

We come together in joyful agreement asking God to fulfill His promise even now, a promise that He will completely fulfill at the end of time.
Or we go to the expectant prayer of Isaiah asking God to come down to make things right.
Isaiah 64:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before You! 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make Your name known to Your enemies and cause the nations to quake before You! 3 For when You did awesome things that we did not expect, You came down, and the mountains trembled before You. 4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides You, who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him. 

Do you realize that Christ was an answer to this prayer? Listen to Paul: 
1 Corinthians 2:7–10 (NIV84) 7 No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him”— 10 but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit. …. 

Isaiah 64 is fulfilled in Christ. Paul incorporates Isaiah 64:4 into his own letter. He’s been writing about the power of the cross, wanting to know Christ and Him crucified. He’s been writing about the Spirit of God taking the deep things of God related to the person of Christ and revealing them to us, and right between his comment about our crucified Lord and how God had revealed this hidden wisdom to us by His Spirit, Paul quotes Isaiah and tells us that a prophetic promise has been fulfilled in Christ.
Isaiah 44:3–4 (NIV84) 3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, and My blessing on your descendants. 4 They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing streams. 
Joel 2:28-29 (NIV84) 28 “And afterward, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on My servants, both men and women, I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
These are promises of God coming UPON us by His Spirit. These are promises that have been fulfilled, but are still waiting to be fulfilled, just as David’s prayer of rejoicing in Psalm 16 was a prophetic word of Jesus’ response as His Father raised Him from the dead.
Psalm 16:11 (NIV84) 11 You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand. 

Peter highlights this fulfillment in Jesus in his sermon at Pentecost.
Acts 2:25–28 (NIV84) 25 David said about Him (Christ): … 26 ‘Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27 because You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence.’ 

So, here’s our assignment. As you read promises and prophecies in the Bible, even those that have been fulfilled and are intended to yet be fulfilled in Christ’s second coming, ask God to give you the wisdom to know if He wants us asking for a foretaste of that promise to be fulfilled among us right now. 
Remember what Jonathan Edwards said: Look at the Consummation, walk it back, and let that form your prayer. Bring your future certainty as a request for Christ to do right now.
The Holy Spirit’s mission among us is to conform us more and more to the image of God’s Son. That is a vision that will be fulfilled fully at the great consummation when Christ returns. But is it right and good that we be praying for break-throughs in our lives now to be more and more like who we will be then. 
The Lord’s Prayer sums it up well. Matthew 6:9–10 (NIV84) 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Come Lord Jesus, come upon us. Come upon us by Your Holy Spirit. Fulfill again promises You have made that You meant to be fulfilled time and time again in advance of the final day. Come Lord Jesus, break in on us in places where we have excluded You from our plans and activities. Break in on us where we have lost our passion to see Your will done in our homes, in our churches, in our businesses and our work, in our schools and in our government. Come Lord Jesus, come upon us that Your glory would be seen in our community by our joyous service, by our Christ-honoring behaviors, by our selfless attitudes and even by our generosity among the poor. Even so, Lord Jesus, come. Come by Your power that Your glory would be revealed. Amen.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
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