Sunday, May 19, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
The bride, the wife of the Lamb, the Holy City – Part 3
Revelation 22:1-6
Revelation 22:3-4 (NIV84)  3 … The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
-----------
When running a long distance race and the runner nears the finish line, there’s an exhilaration that triggers the adrenal glands that boosts the runner to finish the race strong. The anticipation of soon standing on the finished side of the finish line generates visions of joy and fulfillment that makes the expenditure of effort and energy worth it. For God’s people, the finished side of the finish line is the Promised Land where we will live in perfected, glorified bodies in intimate proximity to the Lord God Almighty, Father and Son. 

Our text for today concludes a portion of Scripture that has presented us with a staggeringly glorious picture of life in God’s new creation, the new heavens and the new earth, which will come to pass following the great white throne judgment. Because of this righteous judgment, the new heaven and new earth that we enter will be thoroughly cleansed and purged of all unrighteousness. We will never again come in contact with sin nor be tempted to rebel against the Lord our God. We will live in a holy community of the redeemed, participating in and enjoying and being eternally satisfied in our relationship with Triune God. 

What is so striking about this passage of Scripture, Revelation 21:1 - 22:6, is how Christ gives Himself so passionately to the objective of making us, His bride, so absolutely beautiful, so transparently pure and holy, and so incredibly and exquisitely valuable in His eyes. Because of Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross on our behalf, He made possible our release from sin’s bondage and by His blood He purifies us of all unrighteousness. During this time of anticipation of our full transformation into His likeness, He has given us His Holy Spirit to make us overcomers of the obstacles that stand in our way of remaining faithful to our betrothed Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
If you missed any of the previous three sermons from Revelation 21, I urge you to read and/or listen to them. They can be found on our church website under Sermon Archives. What we hear today from Revelation 22:1-6 builds on those previous three sermons.

As a reminder, Christians, God’s people, are referred to by a multiple number of identities. Some of those identities found in the Revelation for the church include: a lampstand (1:20), the sealed, the 144,000 (7:3-4), the great multitude in white robes (7:9-10), the two witnesses, the two olive trees, the two lampstands who prophesy for 1,260 days (11:3-4), the pregnant woman (12:1-2), those who overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony (12:11), 
the woman being taken care of in the desert for a time, times and half a time (12:14), the 144,000 with the name of the Lamb and the name of His Father written on their foreheads (14:1), those whose names are written in the book of life (20:12), Christ’s bride (21:9), the Holy City (21:10), and the new Jerusalem (21:10). 

What’s unique about chapter 21 and the first 5 verses of chapter 22 is how Christ describes His city/bride. Included in His description is what is not a part of her as well as what is central and most important about her. As we turn now to the first 6 verses of Revelation 22, our focus will be on what is central and most important in Christ’s city/bride.

Revelation 22:1-3a (NIV84) 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. 

The angel who was guiding John on this visual tour of the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, the bride, us, if you will, had most recently revealed that this city did not have a temple. But, that did not mean that God and the Lamb were not present in all their glory in this city. It only means that we no longer need to be protected from God. In the new heaven and the new earth we will have been thoroughly purified by Christ’s blood, and we will have become priests with access to God. Thus, there is no need for a sanctuary to keep God from us while among us.
Here, the vision John sees has the throne of God and the Lamb in the new heaven and new earth. With the mention of the throne it clearly communicates that God and the Lamb are present in all their power and authority and glory. And from Their presence flows the river of the water of life and it’s clear as crystal. Do you see this picture in your mind’s eye? … the water of life flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb? What does this picture communicate to you? Does it not say without any question that life flows from God and the Lamb and carries and transports their crystal shining glory with it? … that God and the Lamb are imparters of life and conveyers of Their glory? 
And where have we heard before about life giving water associated with the Lamb? The same author of this letter told us the story of the woman at the well in John 4.

John 4:7–14 (NIV84) 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give Me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to Him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can You ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked Him and He would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can You get this living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

Here Jesus identifies this living water that comes from Him and His Father as eternal life. To those who are thirsty, those who are without eternal life, if they come to Jesus and receive from Him what truly satisfies the thirst of a person’s soul, that person will receive, not merely water, but surely they will receive eternal life.
And here in Revelation 22, John sees a vision of this life-giving water take the form of a river that flows from the throne of God and the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. Again, what is this city? It’s the church living in the new heaven and new earth. It’s the community of God’s redeemed people who were found to be faithful warriors while on earth. They are the overcomers who received their strength by living in Christ, feeding on Him, drinking of His life-giving water and finding it satisfying.

And now this river of living water flows down the middle of this great street, possibly suggesting that in all the journeys we take, in all our comings and goings in the new creation, we are walking in, bathing in, swimming in this life-giving water. Eternal life will permeate our lives. No portion of the body of Christ is without access to this life-giving water.
Listen to how Joel describes the new creation. Joel 3:18 (NIV84) 18 “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will run with water. A fountain (spring of water) will flow out of the Lord’s house and will water the valley of acacias. What Joel identifies as the Lord’s house is the new creation’s temple.
And something that gives life needs something to which to give its life. From what we read in John 4 we know that God’s people are the primary benefactors of this life-giving water. And that is confirmed by the vision of this water flowing like a river down the center of the great street of the city, which is us, God’s people, Christ’s bride.

When we turn our attention to the tree of life that is obviously nourished by the river of life flowing from the throne, the question that challenges me is this: Are the river of life and the tree of life simply two ways to convey the meaning of eternal life that will be ours in a consummated manner in the new creation or do they represent two complementary functions of eternal life, the river being the means of imparting eternal life and the tree being the fruit that is born from all that has eternal life flowing through it? 

It is easy for me to see the latter, so let me make that case first. As this life giving water flows through us it supplies life to the tree of life which in turn bears twelve crops of fruit and yields its fruit every month. The tree and its fruit are evidence that living water is flowing to the tree and sustaining the tree. If the living water is likened to the Holy Spirit, He imparts to us eternal life and by Him we bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
I can see how this could be the meaning of the river of life and the tree of life in the new creation. But the problem with this picture is it makes us the tree of life and what is conveyed here in these two verses is that the tree of life is as much an extension of the source of eternal life as is the river. Both the river and the tree convey eternal life to God’s people. These are two pictures communicating the same truth that central to our life in the new creation is that our eternal life comes from Almighty God, Father and Son. Just as Jesus gave the Samaritan woman living water to drink that equated to eternal life, so He said He was living bread that anyone who eats of it will live forever. 
John 4:14 (NIV84) 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

John 6:47–51 (NIV84) 47 I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

But, I’ve allowed myself to get a bit ahead of the story. We need to back up a bit and look again at the text from Ezekiel 47 that obviously points to this heavenly temple. Last week we looked at it because of its connection to the measuring of the temple. Today we look at it because of its connection to what we read in verses 1 and 2 of chapter 22. You will quickly see the connection between these two passages.
Ezekiel 47:1–12 (NIV84) 1 The man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was flowing from the south side. 

3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. 4 He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. 5 He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross. 6 He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?” 
Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Sea. When it empties into the Sea, the water there becomes fresh. 9 Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live. 
10 Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Great Sea. 11 But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water from the sanctuary (temple) flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.” 

Now listen again to John’s abbreviated version of the Ezekiel text.
Revelation 22:1-2 (NIV84) 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

The temple spoken of in Ezekiel is defined in Revelation 21:22 (NIV84) 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. So, the river in Ezekiel that flows from the temple is the same river in Revelation 22:1 that flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb because they are the temple.

The Ezekiel river keeps increasing, deepening and expanding as it moves along, suggesting that as a source of life it is limitless. The key line describing the power of this river is found in verse 9. 9 …; so where the river flows everything will live. It’s so powerful that it transforms the Dead Sea into a body of fresh water. The river that flows from the throne gives and produces life. 
The Ezekiel tree is a life-giving tree. It produces fruit constantly. It’s never barren. It provides life eternally to the full and complete body of Christ living in the new creation. I get that from the use of twelves in the Revelation. The number twelve points to the full complement of God’s redeemed people. So, both the river and the tree communicate to us that we will be amply supplied with eternal life in the new creation.
The two primary ways we earth-bound creatures stay nourished is by what we eat and by what we drink. Both are addressed here. But, they point to an eternal reality. Both the water of life and the tree of life point to God’s provision of eternal life that was made possible by Jesus Christ. And because of that eternal life, we, the church of Jesus Christ, in the new heaven and new earth will be the perfected radiance of God’s glory, continually receiving His life from His river and His tree. 
The union we will have with God the Father and the Son in the new heaven and the new earth gets its start here on the first earth. We become united now with Christ and begin to live in His eternal life. In John’s Gospel, Jesus makes it clear that our union with Christ that begins here on earth is from then on a continuous union by which we are forever sustained by Christ’s life.
John 15:3–5 (NIV84) 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing. 

What has begun in an inaugurated form while on this first earth will be expanded to its consummate form in the new earth. Jesus isn’t merely an entry point or a doorway into our eternal existence so we can sit in a lounge chair and drink sodas while we watch all our favorite TV reruns and movies for eternity. Christ is the eternal life we enter into when we come to Him for the forgiveness and enter into a personal relationship with the Lord God Almighty.
You may be asking, how can I have this real, lasting and abundant life? The answer is given by the means of a river and a tree. The river of living water flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Eternal life comes from God Himself based on what Jesus Christ, His Son, did as the Lamb of God on the cross. Your eternal life comes to you by means of the sacrificed Lamb. John sees this eternal life flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb as a river of life down the main street of the city, telling us all that it is easily accessible to everyone, including you. Coming to Jesus is like coming to this river, thirsty for soul-satisfying water. Drink of it and Christ enters into you. 
The same question can be answered with another picture. This time the tree of life. Revelation 22:2b (NIV84) 2 …. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. This tree provides an unending eternal life for all of God’s people. There will never be a shortage; never a draught; never will there be rationing. This tree that gives eternal life is a super-abundant-provision from God. And God puts both the river and the tree in the center of the city to communicate to us that eternal life that comes from Him is the central and most important truth about being the new Jerusalem, the full complement of God’s redeemed people living for eternity with Him in the new heaven and the new earth.
Revelation 22:2c-3a (NIV84) 2 …. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse.
The healing that the leaves of the tree of life brings is the setting right of that which has been wrong. Not just individuals were impacted by Adam’s sin, but every nation became the descendents of Adam, thus bearing his curse. Therefore, Christ’s provision of eternal life by taking upon Himself the penalty of sin provided a means of healing for the nations. Thus, in the consummation, nations from all over the world will be there, healed of sin’s curse. The power of eternal life coming from the leaves of the tree of life will reverse the curse God pronounced on the entire creation as a consequence of human sin.

We learn from Genesis that part of the curse was to prevent man from eating of the tree of life. 
Genesis 3:22–24 (NIV84) 22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of Us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After He drove the man out, He placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

But now, the curse has been reversed by Christ and we can enter now into the inaugural form of our new life in Christ that will be revealed in its fullest and most complete form in the new heaven and new earth. There we will forever freely eat from the tree of life.
But it gets even better than that. We won’t just have eternal life, we will live that eternal life in intimate fellowship with God and the Lamb. They will be in the city and we will serve them. 3 …. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. What will life in the new creation be like? What will our relationship with God and the Lamb be like? And how should we understand the word ‘serve’?
Paul tells us in Romans 12:1 (NIV84) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship (service). The word translated here as worship could just as rightly be translated service or duty. The word in Revelation 22:3, “will serve,” is the verb form of the noun, λατρεία, latreía; translated either serve or worship. 
Notice two things about our life in the new creation. First, we will be God’s servants. Second, we will serve Him and we will worship Him. In other words, all of our work in the new creation will be an expression of worship of the God who created us and redeemed us and perfected us. Art Azurdia puts it like this: “We will be doing things like planting and building and discovering and inventing and creating and designing and developing. This work will not be driven by greed or pride or power. Rather, every aspect of the work that God assigns us will be for the enhancement of life in the creation and as a direct expression of our worship to God.” 
 

Joseph in the Old Testament was an illustration of our Lord’s desire to prosper the work of His servants even when they were called to serve godless men. Genesis 39:3–4 (NIV84) 3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. How much more will the work of our hands in the new earth, done in the power of the eternal life that is ours, prosper and bring glory to God Almighty!
But our service/worship will also have a significant context. Notice what verse 4 adds. 3 …. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
What’s the significance of the combination of serving God AND being able to see God’s face AND having His name on our foreheads? What OT person experienced this combination and in what context? 
Exodus 28:36–38 (NIV84) 36 “Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: holy to the Lord. 37 Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front of the turban. 38 It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and he will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may be. It will be on Aaron’s forehead continually so that they will be acceptable to the Lord. 

Aaron was the first high priest. His duties were prescribed by the Lord. He was to wear prescribed clothing, including a turban with the name of the Lord on it, on his forehead. He was to offer a sacrifice of a bull for his own sins and the sins of his family. He was to offer a sacrifice for the people and then enter into the Holy of holies, the presence of God, to make atonement for the sins of Israel. The high priest and only the high priest was to do this once a year. (See Leviticus 16 for the duties of the high priest on the Day of Atonement.) 
Here in Revelation 22:4, God is saying that in the new creation we will all be high priests. We will have the Lord’s name on our foreheads. We will be serving and worshiping God. And, we will see His face. These words are expressing a highly emotional reality. If we were grasping just a portion of what this face-to-face engagement with God will be like, we would on this side of eternity be trembling with excitement. This is the pinnacle of intimacy with God. This will be the height of God’s blessing on us, to enjoy perfect communion and intimate fellowship with Him. All of our desires, dreams, longings and aspirations will be perfectly, thoroughly, comprehensively and eternally satisfied by being in His presence. We won’t ever want anything else again. We won’t want anyone else again. We will never again feel deprived, dissatisfied, or discontent. We will never again feel incomplete, unloved, unappreciated, cheated or short-changed. We will never again know anything but perfect contentment because we will be with Him and we will see Him.

Jesus said this about His Father and Himself: John 17:3 (NIV84) 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent. 

Paul said in Philippians 1:21 (NIV84) 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. In the new creation it won’t be more of Christ; it will be all of Christ. And that’s all that we’ll need to make paradise paradise. 

Revelation 22:5 (NIV84) 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

For what is “night” often used as a metaphor in Scripture? John 11:9–10 (NIV84) 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. 10 It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.” 

John 9:4–5 (NIV84) 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent Me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Night points to the evil realm of this fallen world where sin abounds. Jesus, the light of the world, shines His light in the darkness and exposes evil. 
So, if there’s no night in the new city, what really is absent from the new Jerusalem? Is this not simply saying, that in us, in the Holy City, there will be no more sin, no more evil, no more wickedness? But, even more distinguishing is the light that will be there. The city will be illuminated by the brightness of the glory of the Lord God. Jesus was not just the light of the old world. He’s the light of the new world, the new creation and we will walk and live in His light.
To make my final point, let’s look at the entire text of Revelation 22:1-5. Take note of the underlined words and, when combined, to where they point.

Revelation 22:1-5 (NIV84) 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. 

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

To what do these seven phrases point? Do they not point us back to the beginning in Genesis, to the Garden of Eden before Adam and Eve sinned? Yes, indeed.
1. (v.1) the river of the water of life
2. (v.2) the tree of life
3. (v.3a) No longer will there be any curse.
4. (v.3b-c) His servants will serve Him
5. (v.4) They will see His face, (the intimate presence of God) 
6. (v.5a-c) There will be no more night (the absence of sin) 
7. (v.5d) they will reign for ever and ever. (the exalted position of reigning)
And we will reign with God for ever and ever. How is this? Let’s make sense of this.
Genesis 1:27–28 (NIV84) 27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

God’s plan was to make the human race the pinnacle of all the created realm and to rule over all of it. But, by observation and by the testimony of Scripture we see that it’s just not happening. Man is not ruling as God intended. Here is how the writer of Hebrews describes the situation. Watch for the line that affirms our observation that man is not ruling as God intended. Then, take special notice what we see instead. The three letter word, “but” is the big clue.
Hebrews 2:7–11, 14-17 (NIV84) 7 You made him (man) a little lower than the angels; You crowned him with glory and honor 8 and put everything under his feet.” 

In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. 
10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 Both the One who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels He helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason He had to be made like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
How and when is God’s promise that He will put everything under “man’s” feet fulfilled? By Jesus in the new creation. That’s precisely what we have here in Revelation 22:1-5. Jesus Christ has fulfilled the Genesis mandate. And in the great consummation of all things when we receive a new heaven and a new earth, all who belong to Jesus Christ will join Him in reigning with Him over this planet that God has remade for us.
What Adam forfeited by his disobedience, God ultimately reverses His curse because of His Son’s intervention at the cross and recreates the heavens and the earth and gives to all who come to His Son eternal life and perfected, glorified bodies to live with Him in the new heavens and the new earth. This is our destiny. 
And so I ask you most seriously: 

Will you persevere to receive eternal life? 
Will you worship the Lamb who has provided eternal life? 
Will you make choices now to prepare yourself for the real life that will soon be yours?
� Azurdia, Art, Audio sermon on Revelation 22:1-5
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