Sunday, June 9, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Promised blessings and exhortations – Part 2
Revelation 22:6-21
Revelation 22:17 (NIV84) 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
-----------
I’ve got to ask. How did you enjoy hearing a sermon last Lord’s Day from Numbers 33? Were you surprised by all the great insights Pastor Bergquist drew out of that text? And, did you see any connection to our study in the book of the Revelation? Do you recall when I mentioned Numbers 33 as a possible link to the meaning of the 42 months spoken of in the Revelation as the figurative time period God’s people are in the wilderness between Christ’s first coming and His second coming?
And did you notice that Numbers 33 positions God’s people right there on the banks of the Jordan River where at any moment they would be crossing over into the Promised Land? And here we are at the end of the Revelation, hearing Jesus say three times, “I am coming quickly.” And when He comes, He will take us into the Promised Land, the new creation, and we will enter into eternal life with perfect, glorified bodies to live forever in the immediate presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Come, Lord Jesus.

Two weeks ago I highlighted the similarities between the prologue and the epilogue of this letter we know as the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Today, as we conclude our look at the epilogue, I first want us to think of the significance of the closing of a letter.
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O, there are some letters that we write where we aren’t very much concerned about how we wrap it up. But, when we’re tying to convey an important message and may even be trying to persuade the recipient to a specific course of action, our last words may very well be our most important words. And I think we ought to consider John’s closing words here in the epilogue of his letter as some of his most important words, if not the most important words he writes.

Follow me as I read the final words of the Revelation. I will read them along with the outline I am using to unpack these verses. The first three exhortations will be a review of the sermon two weeks ago. The last two exhortations will let you know where we’re going in our text today.
Five Exhortations to Holiness. #1: Obey – Obey the words of this prophecy.
Revelation 22:6-7 (NIV84) 6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take place.” 7 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” 

Five Exhortations to Holiness. #2: Proclaim – In the context of our fellowship with fellow servants of Christ, we must be vigilant in keeping our worship focused on Christ and urgent in proclaiming the message of this prophecy.
Revelation 22:8-10 (NIV84) 8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” 10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 

Five Exhortations to Holiness. #3: Repent – Don’t let a moment pass without getting right with the Lord.
Revelation 22:11-12 (NIV84) 11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

Five Exhortations to Holiness. #4: Persevere – In light of Christ’s soon return, keep responding to His emphatic exhortation to come to Him for strength to overcome the temptation to compromise our loyalty to Jesus Christ and His Gospel.
Revelation 22:13-17 (NIV84) 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
Five Exhortations to Holiness. #5: Wash – Keep undefiled by the pollution of idolatry.

Revelation 22:18-21 (NIV84) 18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
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So here we have John’s epilogue, his closing words to his letter to the seven churches of Asia Minor. Each of these churches faced similar as well as unique tests to their faith and loyalty to Jesus Christ. And through multiple visions given to John by an angel of God, John was commissioned by God to communicate to these churches powerful word pictures designed to strengthen them for battle against Satan both defensively and offensively. John was a companion warrior with these believers in Jesus Christ. He was fully aware that the battle Christians face in every age is a life and death struggle to be faithful to their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And in a real sense, these final words of John summarize his purpose for writing this letter.
An exhortation to holiness is an urgent call to live life for the sole purpose of honoring Jesus Christ, to stay clear of entanglements that take one’s eyes off of Christ, to resist temptations to compromise the message of Christ’s Gospel and to be alert to threats from within and without that try to displace Christ’s position as Lord of our lives.
We’ve already identified three exhortations to holiness in this epilogue. #1. An exhortation to obey the words of this prophecy. #2. An exhortation to proclaim the message of this prophecy and be vigilant in keeping our worship focused on Jesus Christ, both in the context of our fellowship with fellow servants of Christ. #3. An urgent exhortation to repent, to not let a moment pass without getting right with the Lord because His return is so imminently ready to take place.
This morning we consider the remaining two exhortations to holiness John expresses in his final words to the seven churches.

Five Exhortations to Holiness. #4: Persevere – In light of Christ’s soon return, we must keep responding to His emphatic exhortation to come to Him for strength to overcome the temptation to compromise our loyalty to Jesus Christ and His Gospel.
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John sets up this fourth exhortation by making us aware of the context in which we are to live every day of our lives. And if we understand this context and live with an awareness of it at all times, it will fuel the fires of the passion to persevere as honorable and victorious soldiers of Jesus Christ.
Verse 12 sets up the context in two significant ways. Revelation 22:12 (NIV84) 12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with Me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

First, Christ’s coming is so close at hand, so imminent, that it could happen at any time. His return is already set in motion and any hesitation on our part to repent of our refusal to willingly bow our knees before Him could mean we will be left outside the city gates of the new Jerusalem. This realization that Christ will come soon and quickly is itself a powerful motivation to persevere. 
Second, that fact that Christ is coming as Judge and will be bringing His reward with Him when He comes, has a mighty purifying impact on our lives. Knowing we will stand before Him in His courtroom and be called on to give an accounting of our lives causes us to examine our lives right now, to invite Him to make us ready so we can hear Him say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).
And John keeps building on that context. Christ is coming soon and quickly. He is coming as our Judge. Now, he gives us even more reason to persevere in the face of tests and temptations.
Revelation 22:13-14 (NIV84) 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.
What qualifies Jesus Christ to be our Judge and how does that qualification also give us hope in persevering?
When Jesus invites us to come to Him and surrender our lives to Him, He is also inviting us to enter into a community of His redeemed people. And as a community of His people He intends for that community to be a healing place, first for those within its own community, and then for those who are invited into that community or are attracted to that community. But, for God’s people to be a healing community, they must first be a people of hope in the One who is faithful to His promises. To be a healing community we must be a people of hope and that hope must be in the One who is faithful to His promises. 

Who is this One who is faithful to His promises?

We first learn of Him as the Lord God Almighty. The Bible speaks of God as the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, and the Beginning and the End. The First and the Last is used three times in the book of Isaiah (Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12), each of which is a declaration by God confessing that He alone is the true and living God. John, in the Revelation speaks of God Almighty as the Alpha and the Omega in Revelation 1:8 and 21:6.
And now, remarkably, and in a very real sense, shockingly, Jesus claims these identities for Himself. In Revelation 22:13 Jesus declares: Revelation 22:13 (NIV84) 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
These bi-polar identities highlight that Jesus Christ is just as much God as God the Father. They both equally share these titles. As the Alpha, the First, the Beginning, both God the Father and God the Son were present and sovereign over the beginning of creation. As the Omega, the Last, the End, both God the Father and God the Son will be present and sovereign over the end of creation. And for both of them to make these bi-polar claims means that they are boldly declaring together that they are both present and sovereign over everything in between. Jesus Christ is Lord over all of history. And because He is God over all of history, He is able to bring history to an end at His return to consummate all things for His glory and His Father’s glory. 

Christ’s presence and power … Christ’s presence from the beginning to the end and His sovereign and ultimate power from the beginning to the end inspires our confidence that He is a faithful rewarder and a just judge. We are able, therefore, to persevere in the midst of earthly trials. Because Christ is present at the beginning and the end and everywhere in between, the promises He declares are promises He knows will be fulfilled. And because God is faithful to His promises, we, then, become men and women of hope. And because we are men and women of hope in the One who is faithful to His promises, we therefore become a community that is a healing place for all who enter into it.
What qualifies Christ to be our Judge and how does that qualification also give us hope in persevering? Christ is Lord over all of history. Nothing is outside His domain. And He keeps His promises.
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But there is yet another way in which Jesus qualifies to be our Judge. It is what He did at the center point of history. He went to the cross by His own decision. He went there to die for our sins. Thus, the center point of history, over which Christ is Lord, is the cross. It’s at the cross where Christ’s sacrificial death serves as a cleansing flood to wash our robes of filthiness, to purify our lives of sin, to extend to us forgiveness that cleanses us from all unrighteousness.

And because of that cleansing, we are blessed and promised the right to eat from the fruit of the tree of life. Revelation 22:14 (NIV84) 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.
The cross is the foundation for healing because healing requires forgiveness and the only source for forgiveness of sin is the shed blood of Christ on the cross. Our robes are made white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). Men and women who gave their lives while persevering through the great tribulation, had placed their full confidence in God’s promise that it’s the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, that washed them clean and made them pure and thus granted them eternal life and ultimately gained them access into the new Jerusalem, the full community of God’s people living in the immediate presence of Triune God for eternity. 

Every conflict we face has a context. Every need for healing that we have has a context. Difficulties may put us in a bubble making us think there is no hope. Every offence we endure has a background and a circumstance. Every sin we commit has a background and circumstance. Every broken relationship we participate in and every effort we make to bring reconciliation has a context with complexities and challenges. 

But in all of this, there is one context in which all things reside and that is the reality of Christ’s death on the cross, the shedding of His blood for the forgiveness of our sins and the hope this generates in all those who place their trust in Jesus Christ. The certain hope that an eternal healing awaits us upon Christ’s return is the same hope that makes us now a healing community. If the Lord over all of history provides a means of cleansing us of all impurities, how can we be anything less than a community of messengers of hope to all peoples from every nation even today?

Art Azurdia put it this way: “While Jesus Christ entered human history at its midpoint and thus defined its greatest moment, He extends beyond the boundaries of human history. He defines the parameters of human history as both its Creator and its Consummator. He exists over human history; over, above and beyond human history; outside of human history. In other words, Jesus Christ is history’s Lord. And as such, He is worthy to be the Judge of everything that exists between its poles. And that includes every member of the human race. It includes you and me.” 

We’ve been talking about the context that Jesus provides for us so that we can persevere. The fourth exhortation to holiness that we see in verses 13-17 is this: In light of Christ’s soon return, we must keep responding to His emphatic exhortation to come to Him for strength to overcome the temptation to compromise our loyalty to Jesus Christ and His Gospel.

Now in verse 17 we face an emphatic exhortation notable by its four explicit commands. 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
All four of these commands can be properly understood as being stated in the imperative. That is to say, these commands are not expressed as, “I think it might be a good idea for you to think about this option,” or, “Why don’t you meditate on this for a while, ponder your options and when it’s convenient, how about coming over for a visit?” No, no, no! These commands are urgent. They are expressed emphatically. And any delay in responding to these commands directed by our Lord, the Lord over all history, is simply a bogus excuse for our disobedience.
I would be happy to explain how each of these four commands are directed to the church, first to the seven churches in Asia Minor and then to all believers in all churches. But, you will have to ask me during the second half of our worship service, which happens after our fellowship break.
If we consider the immediate context and the way in which John uses the word bride in the Revelation, those who join the Spirit to command us to keep coming to Jesus while on this planet are those who have already entered into the new creation. Remember, this is apocalyptic literature. It has a similarity to Hebrews 12:1 that speaks of the cloud of witnesses who surround us to cheer us on to persevere in the race marked out for us. The possible difference is that because John speaks of the believers as the bride, he is projecting what they would be saying to us if they were in the new Jerusalem and we were yet waiting for Christ’s return to take us there.

So what John wants us hearing while in the context of the reality of Christ’s soon return as Lord of all history and worthy Judge of all humanity who gave His life on the cross to offer us forgiveness of our sins, is this: This is what John wants us to hear, “Keep coming,” “Keep coming,” “Keep coming, so that you can take this living water.”
Each of these voices stand along side of us as companion warriors, cheering us on to persevere, to overcome temptation, to resist enticements to compromise the message of Christ’s Gospel, to push through when we feel like giving in to weariness and fatigue. The reward is certain. It’s within reach. Christ’s return is at hand. Persevere!
And now the fifth and last Exhortation to Holiness. #5: Wash – Keep undefiled by the pollution of idolatry.

Revelation 22:18-21 (NIV84) 18 I warn (testify, witness to) everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

The warning here is a warning about tampering with this book. Verses 18-19 are taken directly from Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32 and 29:18-21. Deuteronomy 4:2 (NIV84) 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you. 

Deuteronomy 12:32 (NIV84) 32 See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take away from it. 

Deuteronomy 29:18–21 (NIV84) 18 Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from the Lord our God to go and worship the gods of those nations; make sure there is no root among you that produces such bitter poison. 
19 When such a person hears the words of this oath, he invokes a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, “I will be safe, even though I persist in going my own way.” This will bring disaster on the watered land as well as the dry. 20 The Lord will never be willing to forgive him; His wrath and zeal will burn against that man. All the curses written in this book will fall upon him, and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven. 21 The Lord will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 

For Jesus to quote directly from Deuteronomy strongly suggests that the concern addressed in Deuteronomy is the concern He is addressing in the Revelation. It’s the concern about what false prophets do. They add and subtract from God’s Word to make it say what they want it to say. They try to manipulate God’s people with their additions and subtractions. It often starts with small compromises and then creating “acceptable” idols or world views and philosophies. And there’s usually a material incentive that sweetens the pot to excuse the addition or subtraction to God’s Word.
Listen to how Jesus feels about the church in Thyatira in their tolerating a false prophetess.

Revelation 2:20–23 (NIV84) 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am He who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 

The answer to this concern has already been spoken in verse 14. 14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.
The washing of our robes is the keeping of our lives and doctrine pure. We all have a robe. We wear it at all times and we are in the process of adding to it. It represents our thoughts, words, and deeds that get woven into the fabric of our robe throughout our life. If we could see our robe as it truly is, we would immediately recognize it needs to be washed. But, no earthly washing machine or laundry detergent is capable of removing the stains and wrong thinking and rebellion and deceptions that have been woven into our robes. The only cleansing bath capable of washing us clean, cleansing us of all unrighteousness, all idolatries, all false teachings, is the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ. 
Those who enjoy the blessing of eating from the tree of life and intimate fellowship with God and His people, do so, not because they earned that privilege by the strength of their own moral efforts, but because their experience of eternal life is the consequence of one thing and one thing only, the cleansing power of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. And if you listen to false teachers, most consistently, they are preaching some form of works salvation. 
So this fifth exhortation to holiness that involves a warning to not get involved in false teaching is really an exhortation to keep washing our minds with the truth that Jesus’ blood is the only means of cleansing us and making us righteous to stand before our coming King and Judge and be welcomed into the new creation as His bride.

This warning, this testimony, comes from Jesus Christ Himself. Notice verse 20. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon (quickly).”
Is this not sufficient reason to pay attention and obey this warning because Jesus Christ is the one issuing the warning? But, conveyed in the connection between Him giving the warning and then stating that He is coming soon and quickly is that Jesus is saying that He’s the instrument of judgment on those who promote false teaching or get involved in false teaching. This is all the more reason that we must renounce all compromises with the Gospel of Jesus Christ for that is idolatry, it’s displacing Christ from His rightful position as the only means of salvation. We must not tolerate any other means of “so called” salvation. 
Revelation 7:10 (NIV84) 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

Acts 4:12 (NIV84) 12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 

Hebrews 9:14 (NIV84) 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

1 John 1:7 (NIV84) 7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin. 

Notice how John gives his endorsement to the testimony of Jesus with an “Amen” and a plea to Jesus to come, followed by a prayer for all of God’s people.

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

What’s the bottom line for us in how we will persevere in faithfulness to Christ and in loyalty to His Gospel? How will we make it to the end of our lives remaining faithful to Christ? 

Our faithfulness finds its power in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our perseverance finds its power in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our obedience finds its power in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. We must continually seek Jesus Christ as both the means to the end and the destination we seek. He is our eternal life and He’s the means to that eternal life. He has done for us what we cannot ever do for ourselves. By faith, place yourself in Christ. By faith, confess that you have no other means of having your sins forgiven and cleansed than by His blood. By faith, trust Christ for His empowering to obey Him. By faith, trust Christ to give you the power to persevere in your loyalty to Him in the face of opposition and temptation that would displace Christ from His rightful position as Lord and Savior of you life.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

� Art Azurdia, Audio sermon on Revelation 22:13-16 (Rev 204-36 dec)
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