Sunday, June 16, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Highlights from the Revelation – Part 1

Revelation 1-22
Revelation 12:10-11 (NIV84) 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.
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The pressures off. We made it through the entire book of the Revelation. 52 sermons over the course of two school years. For all of you who plowed the field of the Revelation with me, you all deserve a trophy. That trophy could be captioned, “I can’t believe we persevered all the way through the 22 chapters of the Revelation!” 
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It’s a bit embarrassing, but I suddenly found myself walking down memory lane, back in the years when Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlour was down there in the Southcenter Mall. You could buy what was called the Pig’s Trough, which was like two large banana splits combined into one. And when you finished it, you would be given a blue ribbon as your memento of having made a pig of yourself.
That’s not quite the award I’m thinking of that you all deserve for persevering with me through the book of the Revelation. But that sense of disbelief that we actually made it through is the sensation I’m speaking of. I wish I had recorded the comments of a number of my pastor friends when they heard that I was preaching through the entire book of the Revelation. While they congratulated me, most said, I don’t think I could do that at our church. The most recent comment from a pastor friend of mine said, “Our people don’t think that deeply about the Scriptures so I’m sure I couldn’t do what you’ve done.” Wow! What a sad commentary on the evangelical church in America today.
But it’s all the more reason you need to be congratulated for not just allowing me to preach through the Revelation, but to be so engaged in it and to help me in the process of discovery and learning. So congratulations!
I know I’ve said it before, but it was a bit over two years ago when we were finishing up our overview of the entire Bible with the aid of Don Carson’s book, The God Who Is There, that I sensed he was giving me permission to preach through the Revelation. In that nine month study, we spent 4 weeks looking at the book of Revelation and the comments and insights found in Carson’s last two chapters functioned like keys to the padlock that unlocked a number of mysteries for me in the Revelation. And I found myself saying, “We could do that. We could go through the Revelation as a church.” And today, I’m congratulating you for going with me on this journey. 
For me, it has been the most intense sermon series I have ever engaged in. But, it’s also been the most personally enriching sermon series I’ve ever prepared for. It’s been as though I’ve gone back to school and been privileged to sit at the feet of five primary professors as I prepared to write sermons each Sunday. Richard Bewes in his book, The Lamb Wins, provided me with a relatively brief overview of the Revelation. That led to my reading More Than Conquerors by William Hendriksen, a relatively brief commentary on the book. With those two books, I felt adequately armed to start preaching. A couple of months into the series, I discovered two additional commentaries, The Triumph of the Lamb by Dennis E. Johnson, and a huge 1100 page commentary on The Revelation by G.K. Beale. Then, when I was half way through the series, I discovered the 80 audio sermons on the entire Revelation by Art Azurdia. These were my professors over the course of these past two years and I am deeply grateful to them. It was my surprising privilege to have become friends with Dr. Dennis Johnson this past February when Joyce and I attended the TruthXChange conference in Escondido, California. When I had a perplexing question or wondered if an illustration I had developed hit the mark, I was able to send him an email and felt very honored to have him reply.
One of the objectives we had nearly three years ago in doing a broad sweep of the entire Bible, was so that each of us would be able to give a summary of the entire Bible in less than 5 minutes. For those who need a reminder and those who may have wondered, the placards on the east and west walls of our sanctuary combine to give us that 5-minute summary of the entire Bible. I encourage you to review each of those fourteen statements to bring back the memory of that study.

As we were wrapping up our study of The God Who Is There back on June 5th, 2011, with the encouragement of Don Carson, I was able to make these bold statements: “When we come to Revelation 7, it appears that we are viewing an interlude between the breaking of the sixth and seventh seals of the scroll. The chapter describes two multitudes. The first is identified in verses 1-6 as the 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. These were sealed as servants of God. It appears that these 144,000 were sealed in advance of the four winds of the earth coming to do great harm to the land. Clearly there’s a sense that this sealing was an act of protection that came upon these 144,000.
“The second part of chapter 7 describes a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language. The sense of what is described here is that this multitude had just come through the great tribulation and were now stationed in heaven before the throne of God.

“I’m suggesting that these two multitudes represent the same people, namely the church, seen in two stages of her history in the end times. First, it’s the church, those who belong to Jesus Christ, standing on the threshold of the great tribulation. The second multitude is again the church, this time having passed through tribulation victorious, whether through martyrdom or natural death.”
I credit Don Carson with helping me understand the meaning of the 144,000. He argued that this set of twelve tribes of Israel represent what Paul would describe as the true and spiritual Israel. And then posited that the twelve apostles represented the church of the New Testament so we could multiply the twelve tribes times the twelve apostles times the symbolic number for a multitude, 1000, and we have 144,000 representing the entire people of God from the Old Testament through the New Testament.
This was the beginning of a breakthrough for me that opened up the book of the Revelation. From then on, I’ve been like someone locked up in a museum for two years with permission to explore all 22 rooms of the museum, to ask questions, make discoveries, ponder and draw some conclusions which have been reported to you as sermons. 

Here then are just two of my personal highlights from dwelling in this powerful and life-changing book, The Revelation of Jesus Christ.

#1. I have gained a much bigger view of Jesus Christ from this study. Part of that larger view comes from the story of His coronation as King of the universe in Revelation chapter 5. Here’s an excerpt from my January 15, 2012 sermon.
“Let’s step back as Peter appears to do and review again the life story of Jesus.

Acts 2:22-24 (NIV84) 22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through Him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross. 24 But God raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him. 
“From His Pre-existence to His earthly Birth, His Life, Ministry, Suffering, Death, and Resurrection. To stop here is to miss the rest of the story, the purpose of all that has preceded the conclusion. So, Peter goes on with outlining Christ’s life. To do so, Peter quotes from Psalm 16, a Psalm of David and says that David was speaking about Jesus in this Psalm. In other words, what David says about himself can be said by Jesus and is prophetically said of Jesus. 

Acts 2:25-28 (NIV84) 25 David said about Him: 
“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27 because You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in Your presence.’
“It’s no stretch to attribute to Jesus these words: “Father, You will not abandon Me to the grave, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay.”

Acts 2:29-33 (NIV84) 29 “Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that He would place one of His descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was not abandoned to the grave, nor did His body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 

“What God revealed to us in the Old Testament has come true in the person of Jesus Christ. From His Pre-existence to His earthly Birth, His Life, Ministry, Suffering, Death, and Resurrection and now to His Ascension/Coronation/Exaltation. It was all forecast in advance.

“Making sure we understand that Jesus would not only rise from the grave but also ascend to heaven and crush His enemies, Peter continues to explain Psalm 16 from the perspective of Christ’s fulfillment of it.
Acts 2:34-36 (NIV84) 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” ’
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
“By Christ ascending to heaven to sit on His throne in heaven, He is declared Lord and Christ, King of kings and Lord of Lords. Jesus Christ now rules the universe from His throne in heaven. Thus the timeline of Christ’s life was known in advance and is still being played out from His Pre-existence to His earthly Birth, His Life, Ministry, Suffering, Death, and Resurrection, to His Ascension/Coronation/Exaltation and still to come His Second Coming and the Consummation of all things in Him.
“When we understand the storyline of Christ, the Son of God, how can we not respond as did the people who heard Peter preach his Pentecost sermon?

Acts 2:37-41 (NIV84) 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
“It is this advance of God’s kingdom by people who are surrendered to Jesus Christ as Lord and who live in the power of God’s Holy Spirit that should encourage us to keep our hope in Christ at all times. We must keep following the lead of our Lord to advance His kingdom, His rule and reign in the lives of all the peoples of this world.

“Jesus knew in advance that He would one day, in the last days, be sitting on His glorious throne in heaven, where He is right now.

“From His Pre-existence to His earthly Birth, His Life, Ministry, Suffering, Death, and Resurrection, to His Ascension/Coronation/Exaltation and still to come His Second Coming and the Consummation of all things in Him.
“Only Jesus Christ, who carried our sins to the cross, is able to execute the plan of God for the gathering of His people from every tribe and language and nation and for the crushing of Satan and his armies.

“It is at this point in the text of Revelation 5 that I sense the coronation of Christ as King has just taken place. A coronation is simply the crowning of the king, usually at the beginning of His reign. Do you recall that the Lamb boldly approached God the Father on His throne? Went right up to Him without intimidation and took the scroll from the Father’s right hand? No wonder, He had seven horns, complete authority. He also had seven eyes, complete vision, able to see everything, everywhere. Only God has this attribute and Jesus had it.

“Then, with the realization that they were in the presence of the Lamb who was worthy to break the seals and open the scroll, all heaven surrounds the throne and sings in a loud voice that the Lamb is the King.

Revelation 5:11-12 (NIV84) 11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

“From this moment on, the throne in heaven is the throne of God and of the Lamb. And, from now on, God rules the universe through the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
#2. A second highlight from our study in the Revelation has been how it has contributed to my ability to explain the realities of life and the role Triune God and the Gospel play in making us conquerors while living in enemy territory. Parallel to these discoveries were the gifts of new neighbors. It was as though God were saying to Joyce and me, “If you’re going to take on the study of the book of Revelation, I want you to see how practical this book is in your desire to share the gospel with your neighbors.” So, God gave us new neighbors during this study, twice. Hector & Maryann and their children, and Elmer Nanquilada and his family.
Thus, I cannot say that the lessons of the Revelation have been learned in isolation. Rather, they have been learned in the crucible of spiritual warfare. I have discovered the absolute importance of Christians being companion warriors with their fellow soldiers.
So, one of the early lessons from the Revelation that became a significant part of my Gospel presentation to both the Nunez and Nanquiladas was how rooted the Exodus story is in the Revelation.

Back in my sermon on October 23, 2011 I said this: “First, we might actually see that the Exodus story bears a great deal of similarity to the story of Revelation. Second, by looking at some of the parallels between Exodus and Revelation it may help us in making more sense of the Revelation. And third, by reviewing Exodus, we may find how it and Revelation are pictures of our walk with Christ in the world, anticipating our blessed hope of Christ’s return.

“Let me say up front that the most obvious parallel between Exodus and Revelation are the mutual storylines that go from our deliverance from bondage to sin by the blood of the Passover Lamb to the glories and joy of unrestrained abiding in the presence of God and the Lamb for eternity in heaven.

Exodus 12:13 (NKJV) 13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
Revelation 1:5-6 (NIV84) 5 . . . To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
Exodus 3:8-10 (NKJV) 8 So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, . . . 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
Revelation 21:1-4 (NIV84) 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
“The story of God setting Israel free from Egypt is the story of how God sets us free from sin. It is war.

“The story of Exodus is the story of how a person is saved, how a person is rescued from the clutches of sin, how a person loses his old taskmaster Satan and gains his new Master, Jesus Christ.
“This rescue out of Egypt is accomplished by the blood of the Lamb. It is the Passover. The death angel will pass over us when he sees the blood on the doorposts of our homes. When by faith in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross to carry our sins and die for us, we have Christ’s blood covering us, covering our sins, and thus we are free to leave Egypt, leave sin’s taskmaster, and follow the pillar of cloud by day and by night.

Exodus 13:20-22 (NKJV) 20 So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge of the wilderness. 21 And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people. 
“Are you thinking of heaven as described in Revelation?

Revelation 21:22-24 (NIV84) 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.
“God was present with Israel in the desert by means of the cloud that gave light. Is it possible that God is giving us a picture of heaven even in the deserts of the Red Sea?

Revelation 22:3-5 (NIV84) 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 

“We are but a few days out of Egypt, enjoying our new life under a new Master. Then our old taskmaster comes after us in pursuit. Essentially, we will be faced with the question, will we go back to Egypt? Will we go back to our old master, sin, that harsh and ruthless taskmaster? Or, will we trust Christ? Do we have enough information about the trustworthiness of Christ that we will call out to Him to be our strength to turn away from the pursuing Pharaoh and trust in Christ?

Exodus 14:5, 8-9 (NKJV) 5 Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us. . . . 8 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with boldness. 9 So the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon. 
“As much as we could wish that our first defeat of Satan is our last, this is not reality. We must wage war against evil during our entire earthly life. But praise be to God Almighty who always makes a way of escape for those who trust Him.
“Pharaoh had Israel pinned against the sea with no route of escape.
Exodus 14:13-14 (NKJV) 13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 
“This sounds so similar to Revelation 12:14-16 (NIV84) 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 
“Surely you have the idea that the book of Revelation very much so has the story of Exodus in mind. The more we know of the Old Testament, the better will be our understanding of Revelation.

“How I wish I could say that once we give our lives to Jesus Christ that all temptation to return to our old taskmaster would cease. But, Exodus tells us the truth. This side of heaven will always be war because until Satan is forever thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, he will wage war against us.

“Will you get into the practice of crying out to the Lord for His help? It is His presence that will make all the difference in the world how we fair in the war with evil. Jesus Christ is the pillar of cloud who will lead us to be warriors and conquerors. Stay in His presence. Cry out to Him. He will be your strength and your victory. We can and will overcome.”
What an enlightening experience it’s been to see how the Revelation paints for us pictures in living color of the war zone that surrounds us and opens our eyes to the battlefield on which we all live. As a result, therefore, the reader of the Revelation has his eyes opened to his malicious and deviant enemies and their objectives and strategies designed to destroy us. But the Revelation gives us a greater hope that we can live as conquerors, as overcomers in Christ, and not be defeated by our enemy.
Thus, today, I leave you with these two highlights from our study in the Revelation: #1. An enlarged and exalted view of Jesus Christ as the King of the universe reigning now on His throne in heaven. #2. A graphic picture of our salvation depicted in the Exodus story and retold in other words in the Revelation.
I trust your life has been enriched by this study and more importantly, that you are experiencing more victories over our enemy and more joy in walking in obedience to Jesus Christ, our conquering Savior.

Amen.
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