In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – October 6th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: Why doesn’t everybody believe in Jesus?

Luke 8:4-15 and 1 Peter 3:8–18
Below are Scripture passages that will till the soil of your heart to prepare it to receive the message.

Consider reading these texts and meditating on how these Scriptures might speak to the question: Why doesn’t everybody believe in Jesus?
Luke 8:4–15 (NIV84) 4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, He told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” 
When He said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
9 His disciples asked Him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 
“ ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.’ 

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

	Where the Seed was Scattered
	Along the Path
	On the Rock
	Among Thorns
	On Good Soil

	The Parable
	Seed trampled on. Birds ate it up.
	Plants withered. Had no moisture.
	Grew up with thorns. Thorns choked the plants.
	Came up and yielded a crop 100 times than was sown.

	The Meaning of the Parable
	The devil came and took away the word from their hearts. They did not believe and were not saved.
	Received the word with joy, but had no root. They believed for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.
	They hear the word, but as they go their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.
	These have a noble and good heart, hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

	What this Mean to Us
	What keeps someone from believing in Jesus?
	What undermines an initial desire to believe in Jesus?
	What hinders a person’s belief from making them fruitful?
	What accounts for the fruitfulness of a person’s belief in Jesus?

	Responses


	
	
	
	


If we are “good soil” believers in Christ, how does Peter describe what our ministry looks like to people wanting to know our hope in Christ, particularly to those who may be hostile to us for having hope in Christ?

1 Peter 3:8–18 (NIV84) 8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” 

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 
	3:8 – How we are to live with our fellow believers?

Why is our conduct within the body of Christ so critical to being “fruitful” believers in Christ?

In what sense is our relationship within the body of Christ the training ground for having an effective relationship with those outside the body of Christ? (cf. 1 Peter 2:12)

3:15 – If we are “good soil” believers in Christ, how does Peter describe what our ministry looks like to people wanting to know our hope in Christ, particularly to those who may be hostile to us for having hope in Christ?

How can we within our church family help each other fulfill the exhortations in verse 15?


	


My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

