Sunday, October 13, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Is the Bible a reliable source for truth about Jesus?
Matthew 4:1–11
Matthew 4:4, 7 & 10 (NIV84) 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” – 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” – 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from Me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”
-----------
Today I continue in our new series entitled: Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith. It’s a good and important truth that Christ has not left us alone to do His work of representing Him to the world. He goes with us. He goes ahead of us. He follows behind us like a rear guard to protect us. He equips us and encourages us. He fights for us and refreshes us. He is our companion and our Master, the lead defender of the Christian faith for us.
The intention of this series of sermons is for us to learn from our Master how to defend the Christian faith. Over the course of the next few months, I believe we will learn from Jesus ways to make a defense for the credibility and truthfulness of Christianity. As we put the spotlight on Jesus as He interacts with people, friend and foe, I am confident that our trust in Christ will grow stronger and our obedience to Christ will become more consistent.

The general theme for my sermons is apologetics. This is a technical term that simply means to give reasons for a belief. It means to give answers to the questions that our beliefs raise in our minds as well in the minds of our friends. It also means to make a defense for what we believe.
Today as we examine the temptations of Jesus in Matthew 4, we will see how Jesus listened to and understood His challenger, the devil, and then how He turned to and relied on the Old Testament Scriptures to keep Him from being tricked, or trapped or defeated by the devil.

Now one of the questions we will repeatedly deal with in our series of sermons on apologetics is the question, “Is the Bible a reliable source of truth about Jesus?” But today, in addressing this question, the emphasis will shift a bit where we will answer the question, “Is the Bible, particularly the Old Testament, a reliable source of truth for Jesus?” In other words, was the Bible such a reliable source of truth for Jesus to place His confidence in that the truth found in the Bible would help Him see through the devil’s temptations and into his heart, revealing his evil intentions? In other words, did the Old Testament Scriptures help Jesus lay bare and expose the evil intentions of the devil’s heart? And further, did the Old Testament Scriptures give Jesus good and effective reasons to undercut each temptation, render them impotent and then more fully affirm His Father’s calling on His life by walking in obedience to His Father?
As we see Jesus draw on His understanding of the Scriptures that were available to Him in His day, I hope we all see the confidence that Jesus placed in those Old Testament Scriptures to effectively defeat of the devil’s temptations. And the very, very practical question we all need to have answers to is this, How does Jesus’ “victory” over the devil in these three temptations help us in our lives to “defeat” temptations to sin? 
What is more, for us to be effective apologists (or defenders) of the Christian faith, we need to generally be consistent in our own personal obedience to Christ and in defeating temptations that come our way. If we are being defeated fairly regularly in our personal temptation-battles, it’s not likely that we will be very effective defenders of the Christian faith. So, I trust that as you leave here this morning, you will walk out of here more fully aware of your resources for defeating temptations both for yourself and for helping others. I’ve already mentioned that Christ comes alongside of us to defend and protect us. Now we will see how Jesus models for us how He uses the resource of God’s Word to disarm the devil and extinguish the flaming arrows he fires at us in the form of temptations.
Our primary text comes from Matthew 4:1-11, commonly known as The Temptation of Jesus. But as most texts of Scripture, Matthew 4 has a context. And we get at least the sense of the context by noting the two verses that immediately precede chapter 4. They read: Matthew 3:16–17 (NIV84) 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” 

Here’s divine affirmation that Jesus is the Son of God; that He is loved; that God is well pleased with Him. This last affirmation is interesting as coming at the beginning of Christ’s ministry. This says God the Father has such great confidence in His Son that He believes He will continue to please Him throughout His ministry and now, even in advance of this particular testing and temptation that is coming upon Him. 
Maybe what echoes in my ear when I hear the phrase, “I am well pleased,” is what the master said to the servant in Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25:21 (NIV84) 21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” This commendation came at the end of a ministry. That’s when I would expect the commendation. But, in Jesus’ case, His Father expresses His great pleasure in His Son just as He is about to enter His public ministry.
Now, knowing what’s coming next, it’s noteworthy that a serious testing comes on the heels of the great occasion of Jesus’ baptism and having the Spirit of God descend upon Him. Those are big events in Jesus’ life. They must have been exhilaratingly high points. This sequence of an exhilarating experience followed by a testing of discouragement or temptation is significant. 
It’s been observed by many that often on the heels of a great success or accomplishment comes a sizeable temptation or depression. Thus, it could be that there is a vulnerability that comes with the excitement of an exhilarating moment for which it is wise to be prepared for. Jesus was just baptized and greatly affirmed by His heavenly Father only to then be led by God’s Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. These temptations are most certainly a contrast of emotional experience that could easily taking advantage of Christ’s human vulnerability created by the joyous occasion of His baptism and the affirmation from His Father, accentuated by an extended spiritual discipline of fasting for forty days and forty nights. 
But, keep in mind. The hunger Jesus was experiencing increased a physical vulnerability but not necessarily a spiritual vulnerability. Yes, He likely was physically hungry. But, have you ever considered that He most likely was overflowing spiritually? The fasting did not spiritually deplete Jesus, but rather it filled Him. He had been communicating with His Father in prayer and through His word. And when those three are combined there is a heightened sensitivity to hearing the voice of God and a keen alertness to the spiritual dynamics of temptation.
So, although Jesus comes to these temptations with a greater physical vulnerability to give in to them, He is in a much stronger position because of His fasting to defeat these temptations.
Matthew 4:1–11 (NIV84) 1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 3 The tempter came to Him and said, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
The devil’s challenge that begins with an “if” is not an expression of doubt on Satan’s part. He is not in doubt at all about who Jesus is. Rather, he wants to get Him to use His divine powers in a way that is self-directed rather than God-directed. But, even more importantly, he is trying to get Jesus to use His powers at the behest of an evil person rather than at the command of His Father. By highlighting Jesus’ legitimate need for bread after having gone without bread for forty days, will Jesus wait upon His Father for the provision of “manna” as His counterparts in the wilderness of Sinai or will He act as though His Father will not provide and take matters into His own hands and meet His need in an illegitimate manner?
So, what was going on within Jesus’ mind when the devil came to Him at a highly vulnerable moment of hunger and said, “Hey Jesus, You can raise up children for Abraham out of stones. (cf. Matthew 3:9) You can make water flow from a rock for Israel in the desert. (cf. Exodus 17:1-7) So look, You’re hungry. You need bread. Use Your miracle, working powers and turn these stones into bread satisfy your hunger. 
What’s going on in Jesus’ mind? How is He processing this temptation? Did He review what may have been His own words to Cain when Cain was angry and downcast? Genesis 4:7 (NIV84) 7 If you (Cain) do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 

Jesus recognized that He was in the midst of a temptation. He knew He needed to master it or He would find Himself being mastered by it.
What else was going on in Jesus’ mind? Just think about the answer He gave to the devil. 4 …, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” So in His mind, Jesus went back to Israel’s journey through the wilderness. He likely was viewing His experience with the devil in a similar way that Israel experienced temptations. Surely, He also viewed His temptations in a similar way that God intended Israel to profit from their temptations. When Jesus says, “It is written,” He could just as easily have said, “It is written in the book of Deuteronomy.” Here’s the larger context of what He quoted.
Deuteronomy 8:2–3 (NIV84) 2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep His commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

For Jesus to answer His first temptation by referring to Deuteronomy 8, strongly suggests that He understood that His forty days of fasting and the temptations that followed were tests to find out the status of His heart, whether or not He would keep God’s commands under the pressure of enticing temptations. Jesus understood that the humbling process that hunger would initiate would be followed by God’s provision of manna for the very purpose of teaching Him and us that it must be a higher priority for us to make sure we are being fed and eating God’s word, more than having physical food every day. 
So this first temptation of Jesus links us not only with Him as the one who will lead us successfully through our temptations, but it links us to the journey of Israel through the desert, telling us that we can do better than Israel of old if we will unite ourselves with Christ and feed ourselves consistently on God’s word. Just as God was teaching Israel man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord, so He was teaching Jesus, and subsequently us, that we are in far greater need to be nourished by God’s word than we are to be nourished by physical bread. Do you believe this?
I fear that we far too quickly give up the spiritual food of God’s word for our spirit and soul than we give up physical food for our body.

Jesus sets for us an example of how to identify a crisis that is not really a crisis. It is not a crisis to be hungry if God has promised to provide us with our daily bread. If anyone could consider it a crisis to be without bread it would be Jesus after forty days without bread. Uncertain that day forty-one would come and there would be bread eat, except for His faith in God’s promise to provide it, Jesus chose to keep trusting His Father to provide for Him rather than give in to the devil’s ploy to get Him to violate God’s plan for Him. 
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV84) 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Jesus was tempted in all ways like we are. For Him to take back the prerogatives of His divinity that He had set aside when He took on human flesh, would damage His identification with us humans and the times we face crises of hunger (cf. Philippians 2:7).

D.A Carson summarizes the first temptation this way. “More necessary than bread for Jesus was obedience to God’s Word.” 
 And by extrapolation it can be said, More necessary than bread for us is obedience to God’s Word.
Let’s move on to the second temptation, verses 5-7.
5 Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If You are the Son of God,” he said, “throw Yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
Do you wonder why the devil changes the setting for this second temptation? Why does he take Jesus to the holy city and to the temple? And why there does he challenge Jesus to test what is written in Psalm 91:11-12?
It’s a pretty bold move to make the temple the location for a temptation of Jesus. This is God’s house. Historically, it’s the place where God made His presence known most consistently. The temple was central to the worship of God. It was know as the earthly dwelling place of God. So, if ever there was a place where God could do whatever He wanted to do, it would be in or at His temple. So, the devil says, “Hey Jesus, You’re the Son of God. Your Father will command His angels to guard You and lift You up in their hands so Your won’t strike Your foot against a stone. Let’s see how that works, Jesus. Throw Yourself down from the pinnacle of the temple and prove it true that Your Father’s angels will sweep down and catch You and keep You from getting hurt.”
So, what’s going on in Jesus’ mind as He hears this challenge? When we hear His response we get an insight into what He was thinking. Again, as in the first temptation, Jesus goes back to Israel’s journey in the wilderness as though what Jesus is experiencing here bears a great deal of similarity. He’s essentially saying, “I am going through a similar testing as was experienced by Israel. But, they responded to the testing with quarreling and vicious attacks against Moses, who was God’s representative.
Exodus 17:1–4 (NIV84) 1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled (to strive, quarrel, attack; to complain, make or contest a law suit) with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?” 
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 
4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
Here Israel was demanding miraculous protection to prove that God was there in their midst. Instead of trusting God to provide as He had so ably and powerfully and consistently done for their entire journey, when God gave them an opportunity to trustingly wait for His provision, they broke out in an attack against God’s servant, Moses.
Now Jesus could see that the devil was trying to get Jesus to reenact this illegitimate testing of His Father’s faithful care and protection by creating a false crisis to manipulate God to come to His rescue.

By being able to review the history of Israel by reminding Himself of the Old Testament storyline, Jesus was able to see the evil intention of the devil in his challenge to Him and name it for what it really was. It was an illegitimate test of His relationship with God and He would not participate in it.

The first temptation helps us see that our greatest priority is staying in a right relationship with God, not letting anything displace Him from being of first importance in all things.
The second temptation helps us trust God during times of waiting for the fulfillment of His promises to us.
Now the third temptation. This time the devil takes Jesus to a high place to view all the kingdoms of the world. Verses 8-10.

8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give You,” he said, “if You will bow down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from Me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 
What exactly is the devil offering Jesus? Here’s where an understanding of the big picture will help us. Revelation 12 gives us that big picture. 
First, we understand that Christ came to this earth as a baby who would rule all the nations with an iron scepter. Following His resurrection for the dead, He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the throne of God. That’s the present status of our Lord’s position. 
Revelation 12:5 (NIV84) 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 

Christ will reign from heaven until it’s time to consummate all things under His rule and then He will return to this earth to judge the rebellious and redeem those who have surrendered their lives to Him.
Revelation 12:10-12 (NIV84) 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 
11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

Second, we understand that Satan waged war in heaven but lost and as a result was thrown down to this earth. The earth is now his residence and from here he specializes in accusing those who believe in Jesus Christ and continues to deceive the rest of the nations.

Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV84) 7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
Thus, in a very real sense, Satan is ruling while on this earth by gathering followers to rebel against Christ (Revelation 20:7). So, when he offers Jesus the kingdoms of this world, he is counterfeiting the promise that God has already given Jesus that He will rule the nations with an iron scepter.
Furthermore, long ago when Israel was led through the Red Sea by God’s powerful hand, He was worshiped by His people affirming the promise known as the Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb: Revelation 15:3–4 (NIV84) 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the ages. 4 Who will not fear You, O Lord, and bring glory to Your name? For You alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

Jesus has already been promised that all nations will come and worship before Him. So, the devil in his temptation on the mountain is trying to be in the place of Almighty God while lying through his deceptive teeth that he will give all the kingdoms of the world to Him if He would simply worship him.
Satan is saying by his temptations, “Jesus, you can do Your mission here on earth without having to go through the pain of going to the cross. Just do what I say and you’ll avoid the cruelty of the cross. At best, the devil is offering Jesus a shortcut to the worship He will eventually receive as a result of the outworking of His redemption on the cross for those who will place their trust in Him. But Jesus knows that He must go to the cross in order to redeem the sinners in this world. Satan wanted to stop that but he could not. For thus the cross permanently prevented him from thwarting God’s plan in His Son, Jesus Christ.
Let the hope of God’s promises satisfy us over immediate gratification for a lie from a counterfeit god. Worship the Lord and serve Him only.

11 Then the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him. 

Jesus defeated the power of temptation with the truth of God’s word. He demonstrated that having a working knowledge of the Old Testament can provide adequate ammunition against Satan’s temptations.

So I ask you with all seriousness, what resources are available to you right now to be an overcomer of temptations? 
Will you make it a lifelong practice of equipping yourself with them?
The three temptations help us: 1. see that our greatest priority is staying in a right relationship with God, not letting anything displace Him from being of first importance in all things. 2. trust God during times of waiting for the fulfillment of His promises to us. 3. Let the hope of God’s promises satisfy us over immediate gratification for a lie from a counterfeit god.
� D. A. Carson, “Matthew,” ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984), 113.
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