In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – October 13th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: Is the Bible a reliable source for truth about Jesus?
Matthew 4:1–11 and 1 Peter 3:8–18
Below are Scripture passages that will till the soil of your heart to prepare it to receive the message.

Consider reading these texts and meditating on how these Scriptures might speak to the question: Is the Bible a reliable source for truth about Jesus?
Matthew 3:16–17 (NIV84) 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 4:1–11 (NIV84) 1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 3 The tempter came to Him and said, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If You are the Son of God,” he said, “throw Yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give You,” he said, “if You will bow down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from Me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 
11 Then the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him. 

What is the context and setting for the three temptations of Jesus? (Are you thinking Exodus? Forty days?)
Who led Jesus out into the desert to be tempted? What had the Spirit just done for Jesus?
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	How is Jesus tempted?
	
	
	

	How does Jesus defeat the temptation?
	
	
	


What did the devil have as his goal in tempting Jesus? What was his strategy?

Where did the devil get the idea that Jesus could turn stones into bread? (Matt. 3:9; Exodus 17:1-7)
How does His “victory” over the devil in these three temptations help us? How does Jesus model for us a way that we, too, can “defeat” temptations to sin?
My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

