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Psalm 34:1–22 (NIV84) 

1 I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips. 
2 My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3 Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt His name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me; He delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. 
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I was privileged to have had Ron Clinton as my friend. Prior to the summer of 2005, Ron was just an acquaintance. But, after a phone call from his sister Karen, Ron and I were destined to build an enduring friendship for it was in the summer of 2005 that Ron and I became partners in the care and maintenance of the church grounds here at New Heights. 

Ron spoiled me as a friend. I can’t think of a time when I asked Ron to take on an assignment that he put up any stink about it. He always appeared to be game for every project I proposed to him, and over the course of two years, I kept the projects coming his way. And, even today, 8 years later, the effects of his labor here on the our church property are still bearing fruit.
Let me see if I can begin to list the jobs he allowed me to supervise him in getting done around here. On the east side of the property you certainly notice the emerald vitae evergreen trees. You see them as you look out the windows to the east. He prepared the ground for those trees, dug the holes for them, I helped him set them into those holes and he kept them watered the first summer of their planting. We lost not one of the trees he planted, and they go all along the east property line from north to south.
Along that same property line, he prepared the cement for the 4x4 posts to build a retaining wall away from the property line fence and prepared the way for laying sod so there would be a pathway between the fence and the growing emerald vitae. It was part of a larger plan that we nearly completed of making what we called a “Prayer Path” that circumnavigates the entire church property. You can go out there this afternoon and walk around the entire property. We had hoped to post frequent signs that would suggest topics about which to pray. But that’s one unfinished task.
[image: image2.jpg]


In the southeast corner of the property, I was able to supervise his work on building a retaining wall out of large cement garden wall blocks weighing 57 pounds each. Seems like we bought somewhere between 300 and 400 blocks. I encourage you to go out and take a look at that retaining wall seven years after being built and express your gratitude for Ron’s faithful and hard work.
Then I can take you to the west side of the property and the garden of flowers and bushes we have between the two west entries to the property. Ron did most of the landscaping of that garden. When we needed to close off what used to be a third entrance to the property on the west side, it was Ron who contributed a major portion of the labor of building the retaining wall you all notice on the west side of our property and moving the dirt to fill in all along that wall.
But we had to call in extra help when on December 29, 2005 we moved the Japanese Maple tree about 25 feet to the south, southwest to its present location. But, what a proud day it was when we accomplished that feat together.
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On July 11, 2005, I wrote concerning Ron Clinton: I am delighted to report that Ron Clinton continues to be an extremely valuable help to us at New Heights Christian Church. He has earned the title of grounds keeper and has thoroughly impressed the membership by the way he is making our grounds exceptionally beautiful. We are pleased to have Ron on our campus. He presents himself well to everyone.

On October 9, 2005, I wrote concerning Ron Clinton: As a major part of our work assignment for Ron Clinton, he has very satisfactorily served as our grounds keeper/landscaper. That puts him outdoors and often working alongside our west sidewalk where dozens of neighbors pass by each day. His cordial and outgoing disposition has won him many friends as a result. I am often able to watch from my office window his interaction with passers by. Young children, youth, adult and any ethnic background, Ron is friendly to all.
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In February of 2006 when we needed to connect drain tile to our downspouts on the south annex and on the south and west sides of the north annex, who would do the digging? That’s right. Hard working and faithful Ron Clinton.
On July 27, 2006, I wrote concerning Ron Clinton: Ron has been an exemplary resident and caretaker at New Heights Christian Church since his arrival. He has always displayed a very cooperative attitude, has remained exceptionally teachable to my instructions, and asserts himself appropriately to discover additional ways he can assist with whatever needs to be done around here. 
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But the most thrilling event that I was able to participate with Ron in was his baptism in the waters of Lake Meridian in July of 2006. Upon his confession of faith in Jesus Christ he publically testified to his having died with Christ by faith, confident that Christ had also raised him up out of the waters of sin and death and given him life eternal in Christ.
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So, with all the contribution that Ron made to our church grounds, for all the labor he expended to make this place look, not just good, but great, it may surprise you to hear what was recorded as a summary of a statement Ron Clinton made at our February 11th, 2007 church annual meeting. Ron Clinton expressed that he was blessed because he has been here on the property for a long time, and blessed because of the hospitality of working here and getting to know everyone. He said he didn’t know if he could re-pay us for all that he had received for paying his debt.
6 This poor man called, and the Lord heard Him; He saved Him out of all His troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and He delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him. 
9 Fear the Lord, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing. 
10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 
11 Come, My children, listen to Me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Choir members will remember his deep bass voice. That same voice fit well when he had the part of the gas station attendant in a Christmas Eve play. 
And then when he got his job at Sam’s Club in Renton, he got himself a bicycle so he could ride down to work and back, though he often caught the bus or when Lynsey started working there, she would give him rides back home.
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I’ll never forget the words of a man from Enumclaw who saw Ron just before he came to live here in 2005 and then saw him again only about 6 months later and he said, “Whatever that church has you doing, it has surely got you looking really good.” 
But, his good looks were only partly attributable to his hard and regular physical labor on the church property. He was fully engaged in the life of this church, with the congregation and more importantly, with our Lord. I was delighted to meet with him regularly to study from the Bible with him. Jean Courtier would join us and we would have, this will surprise everyone from New Heights, great Bible studies in the text of the upcoming sermons.

12 Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, 13 keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies. 
14 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their cry; 16 the face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; He delivers them from all their troubles. 
The journey of faith is most often rigorous. The cultivation of trust in God comes through trials and testing. It is seldom easy.

Ron demonstrated that when he kept his eyes on Jesus and his focus on the goal of walking faithfully with His Savior, he would be a conqueror, a joyful conqueror.

Ron would often encourage me, for the days he was with us here, were some of my most challenging personally. He was my friend in my time of need.
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
19 A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all; 20 He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. 
21 Evil will slay the wicked; the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 
22 The Lord redeems His servants; no one will be condemned who takes refuge in Him. 

My lasting memories of Ron Clinton will be of what a model servant he was to us as a congregation and to me as his pastor. I felt like I was getting service fit for a king and I could only attribute that to the transformation that had taken place in his heart that Ron knew in serving us that he was serving his Lord.
And so there is little doubt – no, there is no doubt, absolute confidence that Ron is experiencing his greatest joys right now and for eternity because he is Christ’s servant, serving the King.

Revelation 22:3 (NIV84) 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him.
Amen.






