In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – October 27th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Lessons in logic and how Jesus reasoned with people
Matthew 22:41-46
To set the context for our text from Matthew 22:41-46, it will be helpful to read the three preceding arguments that the religious leaders of His day had with Jesus. They set the stage for their final argument before they put Him on trial to put crucify Him. 
Matthew 22:15-22 (NIV84) – Paying taxes to Caesar; 

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap Him in His words. 16 They sent their disciples to Him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know You are a man of integrity and that You teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because You pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is Your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap Me? 19 Show Me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought Him a denarius, 20 and He asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?” 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then He said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

How did the Pharisees think they could trap Jesus with their question? What is the major premise imbedded in their question?
How does Jesus expose the bad logic being used by the Pharisees here?
Matthew 22:23-33 (NIV84) – Marriage at the resurrection; 

23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him with a question. 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 
29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 
33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching. 

How did the Sadducees think they could trap Jesus with their question? What is the major premise imbedded in their question?

How does Jesus expose the bad logic being used by the Sadducees here?

Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV84) – The greatest commandment. 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested Him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

How did the “expert in the law” think he could trap Jesus with his question? What is the major premise imbedded in his question?

How does Jesus expose the bad logic being used by the Sadducees here?

Matthew 22:41-46 (NIV84)
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Christ (the Messiah)? Whose Son is He?” 
“The Son of David,” they replied. 
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls Him ‘Lord’? For he says, 44 “ ‘The Lord (Yahweh) said to my Lord (Adonai): “Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet.” ’ 

45 If then David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how can He be his Son?” 46 No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask Him any more questions. 

How did Jesus baffle these intelligent Pharisees with his questions? What were the major premises imbedded in His questions?

What is the logical conclusion the must be drawn from the argument Jesus is making with His questions?

What do you observe about this sequence of four interactions that the religious leaders had with Jesus? 

How would you describe how Jesus responded to hostile critics?

Who benefitted from these “arguments”? How?

How could the way Jesus engage His critics benefit you in conversing with a friend who is very critical or cynical about Christ?

After studying 22:41-46, note the follow-up argument in Matthew 26:59-66.
Matthew 26:59–66 (NIV84) 

59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put Him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. 
Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’ ” 
62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against You?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. 
The high priest said to Him, “I charge You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 
64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” 
“He is worthy of death,” they answered. 

How did the high priest arrive at the conclusion Jesus was speaking blashemy?

My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Micah and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

