Sunday, November 3, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
The power of testimony in defending the claim that Jesus is God
John 5:16–30
John 5:19 (NIV84) 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
-----------
We’re involved in a series of sermons on apologetics – making a defense for the beliefs we are betting our lives on – betting our eternities on. Hopefully, you’re sensing a building of our defense or an accumulating of helpful arguments with each passing sermon. 

In Mortimer Adler’s book, How to Speak – How to Listen, he tells us that “Aristotle pointed out the three main tactics to be employed if you wished to succeed in the business of persuasion. … the words the Greeks used for them: ethos, pathos, and logos. 

“The Greek word ethos signifies a person’s character. Establishing one’s character is the preliminary step in any attempt at persuasion. (p.30) 

“Whereas ethos consists in the establishment of the speaker’s credibility and credentials, his respectable and admirable character, pathos consists in arousing the passions of the listeners, …. (p.36) Pathos is the motivating factor. (p.37)
“Logos – the marshalling of reasons – comes last. Just as you cannot bring … into play … feelings in favor of the end result … until you have first aroused favorable feelings toward your own person, so there is little point in resorting to reasons and arguments until you have first established an emotional mood that is receptive of them.(p.37)
“Of the three factors of persuasion – ethos, pathos, and logos – ethos always should come first. Unless you have established your credibility as a speaker (ethos) and made yourself personally attractive to the listeners (pathos), you are not likely to sustain their attention, .... Only after they are persuaded to trust you (ethos and pathos), can they be persuaded by what you have to say about anything else (logos).” (p.33)
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Thus, ethos, pathos, and logos are three legs on the stool of persuasion. All three are necessary for the ministry of apologetics to be effective. So, the decision we made to spend considerable time on the topic of apologetics, primarily the third leg of the stool, logos, was the confidence that this congregation is made up of individuals who take God’s Word seriously, are consistently seeking to understand God’s call on your lives and that you are walking your talk. Our primary purpose in these sermons is to equip you for your calling as apologists. Yes, together we are all called to be apologists. This is our calling as a congregation. It’s our mission as a team of God’s people, as a local expression of the Body of Christ.

One of the reasons Peter says in 1 Peter 3:15 to be ready to answer those who ask you about the hope that you have is that Peter understands that as you, a genuine believer in Christ, extend yourself in kindness to unbelievers and live in such a way that they see the genuineness of your faith and your integrity and passion in following Christ, very possibly it will generate within the unbeliever, as the Holy Spirit softens his or her heart, a strong curiosity and desire to get to know this Christ whom you love and serve with joy and conviction. And for this reason, we are to be ready to give an answer to such questions.
Last Sunday I was helped by Micah’s presentation on the role logic must play in our lives as Christians. Because of his sermon, I found a powerful syllogism in our worship text. Further, I discovered that the logic John uses to express God’s relationship to His Son, Jesus, is to argue that if one thing is true then it can be inferred that a second thing of the same kind but greater, is even more certainly true. For example, if Emily is too young to have a driver’s license, then it is even more certainly true that her younger sister, Eliana, is too young to have a driver’s license.
John makes that kind of logical argument in 1 John 5:9-12. Here’s what I see as its major premise. God’s testimony is greater than man’s testimony because God is greater than man.
Here’s the minor premise: We accept man’s testimony as in a witness testifying in court.
The conclusion: Therefore, we should accept even more so God’s testimony.
1 John 5:9 (NIV84) 9 We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His Son. 
Such a syllogism, that is, a deductive argument consisting of premises and a conclusion, leads the listener then to ask, what, then, is God’s testimony about His Son? And John dutifully answers the question. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. That’s what God wants us to believe. That’s good news to every human on this earth. And when I hear this argument in 1 John 5, I know that I am even more inclined listen to and believe God’s testimony. That’s what good logic does with truth. It helps us believe the truth.

On a perfectly fine Sabbath day in Jerusalem, Jesus seems to intentionally get Himself into trouble by deliberately seeking out the poor, the helpless and the suffering. On this particular Sabbath, when by His actions of healing a lame man, whom He had found on His search through Jerusalem, He told the healed man to pick up his sleeping bag and walk. In a few moments the enforcers of Sabbath Day rules spotted this man carrying his bedroll in violation of their most sacred Sabbath rules. Even after learning that this man had longed for years for this day of healing, these Pharisees, these rigid, religious, rule-enforcers, were not dissuaded from their mission to exact punishments upon this man and upon the Man who had told him to carry his mat on the Sabbath. John 5:10 (NIV84) 10 and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 

Once these Jews learned that it was Jesus who told this man to carry his mat on the Sabbath, they went after Him to make it clear that He, too, had broken Sabbath rules not to work. But, when Jesus said, as we’ll soon read, that both His Father and He have always been at work every day, these law enforcers were outraged at His blatant claim to be God.
That set Jesus up to fill the role of an apologist, to answer the charges of His critics for the actions that so offended them. Jesus will defend His actions and His words. He will testify on His own behalf and call upon His Father, by virtue of their relationship, to testify to the appropriateness of His claim that, yes, indeed, He is equal with His Father.
The intention of this series of sermons is for us to learn from our Master how to defend the Christian faith. Over the course of the next few months, I believe we will learn from Jesus ways to make a defense for the credibility and truthfulness of Christianity. As we put the spotlight on Jesus as He interacts with people, both friend and foe, I am confident that our trust in Christ will grow stronger and our obedience to Christ will become more consistent.

What should encourage us as we watch Jesus stand strong against His opposition, opposition, we will note, who have already begun to plot His murder - this same Jesus, whom we will see make well-reasoned arguments justifying His actions, has promised to goes with us as our defender as we seek to do His work of representing Him to the world. He is our companion and our Master, the lead defender of the Christian faith for us. And for this reason, we are encouraged that He has not left us alone as His ambassadors.
This week our focus is on the aggressive opponents to the Christian faith who wear a façade of religiosity or self-righteousness. They may be outwardly religious, even insistent that they are justified to live as they do while requiring others to obey rules that they themselves don’t obey. We will see today how Jesus defends Himself against this kind of opposition, and by extrapolation, how He models for us how to defend extremely important teachings of the Christian faith. i.e. Is Jesus the Son of God? And, what does it mean that Jesus is equal with God?
Though these opponents of Jesus are highly unlikely to be persuaded by the arguments Jesus presents, what is key to this confrontational engagement is what we bystanders learn from Jesus. So, it’s primarily for us that Jesus takes advantage of this antagonistic situation.

Jesus makes His defense on the two counts waged against Him. First, how it is right for Jesus to perform the miracle of healing the paralytic on the Sabbath and telling him to pick up his mat and walk? And second, how it is that He is right in claiming to be equal with God?
First, His defense for working on the Sabbath is to say that God never ceases doing His work of preservation and redemption. He may have rested from His work of creation, but His work to preserve His creation and to redeem it is always ongoing. And since the Father and the Son are engaged in one common task, Jesus’ work on the Sabbath to restore a lame man to health coincides with what His Father would have done and was doing on that very day. 
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It was that answer that provoked the greater charge against Him. To say God was His Father was to claim that He was equal with God. His defense follows a similar reasoning as His first answer. His defense is to highlight the relationship of a father and a son who are engaged in the same mission or business. He will argue that such a father/son team quite naturally works well together as one unit, as one team. Thus, Jesus is bringing forward His Father as a witness to testify to the relationship He shares with His Son. In one sense His Father testifies. In another, Jesus testifies on His own behalf as He describes His relationship with His Father.
Jesus will be arguing that His claim to be God does not mean that He replaces His Father from being God. So, to be somewhat sympathetic with the Pharisees, much like Muslims today, who staunchly believed that there is but one God, they may have been facing a huge mental roadblock. How could God have a Son who was also God without being displaced by that Son? 
I expect that it will be as interesting to you as it is to me that Jesus addresses the challenge of His equality with God by repeatedly and powerfully speaking of His dependence on God, His Father. Equal and dependent don’t at first seem to be a matching pair. So let’s see how Jesus defends Himself against the accusations of these Jewish lawyers.
John 5:16–30 (NIV84) 16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted Him. 17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill Him; not only was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does. Yes, to your amazement He will show Him even greater things than these. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent Him. 
24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself. 27 And He has given Him authority to judge because He is the Son of Man. 
28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice 29 and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By Myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him who sent Me. 

So, from the defense you just heard Jesus give, how does He answer His accusers? 1. How is Jesus right in performing the miracle of healing the paralytic on the Sabbath and telling him to pick up his mat and walk? Verse 17, 17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” In other words, Jesus’ work on the Sabbath to restore a lame man to health coincides with what His Father would have done and was doing on that very day.
And what about the bigger charge? These Jewish leaders accused Him of claiming to be equal with God. 2. How is Jesus right in making that claim? To these Jewish leaders, it was a seriously false claim. It was blasphemy and worthy of death. And from now on in the Gospel of John, constantly hovering over every move that Jesus makes will be these Jewish leaders looking for just the right time to make their move to kill Him. And yet very ironically, even though Jesus has a big target painted on His back and on His chest, the prospect of His death actually makes the hope of resurrection all the more a reality.
From the perspective of these Jewish leaders, they’re giving Jesus an opening to set the record straight. “Jesus, tell us that we mistook what You were saying. Tell us that You really only meant to say that God was Your Father just like He’s the Father of all of us. Tell us that You weren’t really claiming equality with God. Please, Jesus, we don’t want You to die. We want You around for a good long time. Please tell us You’re really not claiming to be God.”

But that’s not what Jesus did, is it? Rather, He said with great detail that they had heard Him correctly. He reaffirmed the claim that He is equal with God the Father. 

But, how does Jesus defend the claim that He’s equal with God the Father?

I find His answer to be surprising – at least at first. Verse 19, 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, [or, Truly, truly] the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing,
That hardly sounds like equality. It sounds like dependence. So, let’s see if we can understand. Let’s be certain of what we’re hearing. Notice how He sums up His case in verse 30. He moves from speaking in the third person to speaking in the first person. 30 By Myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him who sent Me.
So verses 19 and 30, “The Son can do nothing by Himself” and “By Myself I can do nothing,” both speak of dependence, not equality. Yet, this is exactly how Jesus is telling His accusers that He is indeed equal with God. Jesus enjoys a relationship with the Father that is dependent, intimate, commingled and purposeful. And the sum of their dependent relationship demonstrates that they are of the same essence. They are God.

In verse 19, after stating, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, Jesus makes four qualifying statements, each beginning with the preposition “for.”

1.19 … (Jesus) can do only what He sees His Father doing, . . . [For] (because) whatever the Father does the Son also does. The point of this argument is that Jesus is copying or imitating His Father. Whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

This is certainly like a father/son business. My brother followed after our dad by being a piano tuner. I followed our dad by being a pastor. Each of us imitated a portion of our dad. Jesus, however, only does what He sees His Father doing, thus completely imitating Him.
2.19 … (Jesus) can do only what He sees His Father doing, . . . 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does. Yes, to your amazement He will show Him even greater things than these. The point of this argument is that because the Father loves His Son in such an intimate manner He fully reveals to His Son all that He is doing. The Father fully discloses His heart, His purposes, and His mind to His Son. 

What father in a father/son business would not show his son all that he does? Were I to have passed on my carpet business to one of my sons, I would have been excited to show either or both of them every trick of the trade that I had learned. I would not withhold anything from them.
Because the Father God loves His Son, He shows Him everything He does.

3.19 … (Jesus) can do only what He sees His Father doing, . . . 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give it. The point of this argument is that by definition, only God creates life. Only God gives life. Only God can raise the dead. But, as God’s Son, He, too, creates life, gives life and raises the dead. Not only are they both in the same business. Their business is one business. There is nothing the Son doesn’t do that the Father does. From our perspective they’re interchangeable. They are partners.
This same life-giving action is spoken of in verse 24 in the first person, leaving no doubt that Jesus is making a claim of equality with God.
24 “I tell you the truth [truly, truly], whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
Here Jesus and the Father are working in partnership in order to give eternal life to the spiritually dead. If you hear the word of Jesus and believe the Father who sent Him, the combination will result in a spiritually dead person becoming alive with eternal life.
But, Jesus isn’t finished. Verses 25 & 26 show more of the dependent partnership that characterizes the relationship of the Father and Son for the purpose of bringing the miracle of eternal life to spiritually dead people. 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself.
The reason those who hear the voice of Jesus will live is that Jesus has life in Himself, life that came from the Father. So, here again in the matter of imparting life to the spiritually dead, it is a ministry of Jesus that comes out of His dependent relationship with His Father that can only happen among equals since only God can give life to someone who is dead. And wouldn’t we like to think that every father/son business is just like that. It doesn’t matter which of the two shows up at the jobsite. They both do the same top quality job just like the other would do.

I’m certain most of us know of a father/son business where we prefer one over the other to do the job for us. But we will never feel that way about the God the Father, Christ the Son, Father/Son Redemption Business. Jesus raises the dead just like His Father does.

4.19 … (Jesus) can do only what He sees His Father doing, . . . 22 [For] (Moreover), the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent Him. The point of this argument is that the Son’s dependence results in His Father delegating to His Son the most challenging of all tasks in this world – being the Judge at the end of time to determine who is to be raised to eternal life and who is to descend into eternal death. 

Twice we read the phrase, “a time is coming.” The first is the time of salvation while we are still alive on this earth. The second time we read the phrase, “a time is coming,” is in verses 28 & 29. This is the time of eternal judgment. 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice 29 and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.
If we learn now to hear Christ’s voice and obey Him, surely when we hear His voice from our graves that voice to which we have endeared ourselves will raise us up to meet Him in the air to fellowship with Him for eternity.
The Father wants us to see that He’s delegated such an important job to His Son so that all may honor the Son just as they honor Him. The Son is the authentic agent of the Father and therefore should have been treated accordingly.

So Jesus’ self-defense argument that He is equal with His Father without displacing His Father is that the two of them are partners in the same business. They think alike. They act alike. Either could do the other’s job without any loss in any manner. Thus, Jesus can rightfully claim that He is equal with His Father who is the Lord God Almighty.

In describing Christ’s dependence on the Father as a means of communicating His equality with the Father, He communicates that His relationship with His Father is one of intimacy and love, of the commingling of life and purpose. Though Jesus as God didn’t have to go through a learning curve to become equal with His Father, if Jesus is trying to help us understand how He wants us to be in relationship with Him by describing His relationship with His Father with an earthly illustration, I think I can appreciate that. I think we can imitate that. Amen?
As a son, I still have tons of affection for my dad. Many of the regrets I have in my relationship with him would fall in the category of not reciprocating his overtures of love and instruction as much as I should have. 

Earthly illustrations always fall short of explaining the relationship that Jesus had with His Father. But, at minimum, I can understand how a son works at imitating his father and how a father, out of his love for his son, shows him all that he does. And I can understand the joy of a son working together with his father and the thrill of doing the same tasks that once seemed out of reach, but now because of the patient training of dad, the son does everything his father does. And I can understand that when the father shows his great confidence in his son by sending him out to do the job by himself, the net result is that father and son are equal. That if someone sends the son back to the shop and requires the father to come out to do the job, it’s the father who has been dishonored.

The Jewish leaders got one thing right as they watched Jesus. He was indeed claiming to be equal with God for it was God the Father who had sent His Son to earth to be the final Passover Lamb to take away the sin of the world. 

So, as strange as it may seem that Jesus used the argument of dependence on His Father to demonstrate His equality with His Father, it should leave no doubt in our minds that when we listen to Jesus speak we are listening to God speak. The Father has sent His Son and has placed His seal of confidence on Him. The Son is equal with His Father. Jesus said, 30 By Myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him who sent Me. Let us now imitate Jesus, our Lord, our Teacher, our Partner, our Delegator, who defended His equality with His Father by His perfect imitation of His Father, by His Father’s complete disclosure to Him, by Their life-giving partnership and His Father’s unreserved delegation. Amen!
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