In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – November 10th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

How Jesus used miracles to establish His deity
Matthew 14:13-21
By acquainting yourself with the texts of Scripture and the questions below you will be tilling the soil of your heart to receive the message from the sermon on this coming Lord’s Day.

Here is the syllogism that is being argued when Jesus does miracles:

A. Only God can perform true miracles.

B. Christ cannot perform miracles if His claims are false.

C. Therefore, His miracles validate His extraordinary claim to be the divine Son of God, Messiah.
1. For each text below, for what purpose does Jesus/the Lord perform miracles?
2. You may need to go beyond the immediate texts to answer this, but, how effective are these miracles in achieving their purposes?

3. How do these Biblical miracles help us in defending the deity of Jesus to our friends?
Matthew 11:2–6 (NIV84) 2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to ask Him, “Are You the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of Me.” 

Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV84) 13 When Jesus heard what had happened, He withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed Him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
18 “Bring them here to Me,” He said. 19 And He directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, He gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

John 3:1–2 (NIV84) 1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know You are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs You are doing if God were not with him.” 

Exodus 4:1–9 (NIV84) 1 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” 
2 Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” 
“A staff,” he replied. 
3 The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.” 
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 4 Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 5 “This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you.” 
6 Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow. 
7 “Now put it back into your cloak,” He said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. 
8 Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second. 9 But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground.” 
What scenario can you imagine could play out in your life where it would strengthen your attempt to defend the deity of Jesus if you could speak freely of His miracles?
What questions arise from these texts about the value of miracles for authenticating the deity of Jesus and His message?
My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

