In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – November 24th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

Christ’s use of parables to communicate that He is the Lord
Images of God in the Old Testament used by Jesus to describe Himself.
Isaiah 27:3–13; Jeremiah 51:33; Matthew 13:24–30, 36-43
	Philip Payne did us a remarkable service when he highlighted a profoundly interesting reality with reference to twenty of the fifty-two narrative parables of Jesus. In those twenty parables, Jesus depicts Himself in imagery that in the Old Testament is typically referring to God. In our trilogy of sermons focused on Jesus’ apologetic use of parables, this sermon will zero in on the image of God as the Director of the Harvest. Hopefully, we will also take note of four other images to help fill out this striking argument by Jesus that He is the Lord God, one with His Father in identity in most ways while fully sharing the same nature. 

Isaiah 27:3-12 & Jeremiah 51:33 both show that God in the Old Testament not only plants the seed, but He also gathers the crops at harvest time, the day of the Lord. In Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Jesus tells the parable of the weeds. Also enjoy Hosea 2:19-23 as our worship text. Note the mixing of metaphors.

	Isaiah 27:3–13 (NIV84) 

3 I, the Lord, watch over it; I water it continually. I guard it day and night so that no one may harm it. 
4 I am not angry. If only there were briers and thorns confronting Me! I would march against them in battle; I would set them all on fire. 
5 Or else let them come to Me for refuge; let them make peace with Me, yes, let them make peace with Me.” 
6 In days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will bud and blossom and fill all the world with fruit. 
7 Has the Lord struck her as He struck down those who struck her? Has she been killed as those were killed who killed her? 

8 By warfare and exile You contend with her— with His fierce blast He drives her out, as on a day the east wind blows. 
9 By this, then, will Jacob’s guilt be atoned for, and this will be the full fruitage of the removal of His sin: When He makes all the altar stones to be like chalk stones crushed to pieces, no Asherah poles or incense altars will be left standing. 
10 The fortified city stands desolate, an abandoned settlement, forsaken like the desert; there the calves graze, there they lie down; they strip its branches bare. 
11 When its twigs are dry, they are broken off and women come and make fires with them. For this is a people without understanding; so their Maker has no compassion on them, and their Creator shows them no favor. 
12 In that day the Lord will thresh from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, O Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. 13 And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the Lord on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah 51:33 (NIV84) (cf. Hosea 2:21-23; 6:11; Joel 3:13)
33 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “The Daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor at the time it is trampled; the time to harvest her will soon come.” 

Matthew 13:24–30 (NIV84) (cf. Mark 4:26-29; John 5:26-30)
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 

Matthew 13:36–43 (NIV84) 

36 Then He left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
	This study is intended to find answers to the questions: 

1. How is Jesus describing Himself in the same manner as God is described in the Old Testament? 

2. How does this make the argument that Jesus is God? 

3. For whom is this an effective way of making such a bold claim? 

4. How then do you respond to Jesus’ parable?


My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

