In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – December 1st, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God.
Exodus 3:1-15; John 8:39–59
John 8:58 (NIV84) 58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
	Jesus is making an extremely bold claim to Jewish leaders that He is God, that He existed before Abraham and those who obey Him will have eternal life.
The power of this bold claim can only be understood fully by understanding the Jewish, monotheistic background that forms the context. Thus, read the story from Exodus 3 and take note of the claims God makes of Himself in the Old Testament. Realize that these Jewish leaders accept what is being said in Exodus 3. So, what are they hearing coming from the mouth of Jesus?

	Exodus 3:1–15 (NIV84) 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God (Elohim). 2 There the angel of the Lord (YHWH) appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God (Elohim) called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then He said, “I am the God (Elohim) of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord (YHWH) said, “I have indeed seen the misery of My people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring My people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God (Elohim) on this mountain.” 
13 Moses said to God (Elohim), “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God (Elohim) of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
14 God (Elohim) said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 
15 God (Elohim) also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord (YHWH), the God (Elohim) of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 

John 8:39–59 (NIV84) 

39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do the things Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things your own father does.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God Himself.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on My own; but He sent Me. 43 Why is My language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me! 46 Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
48 The Jews answered Him, “Aren’t we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor My Father and you dishonor Me. 50 I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is one who seeks it, and He is the judge. 51 I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.” 
52 At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet You say that if anyone keeps Your word, he will never taste death. 53 Are You greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do You think You are?” 
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies Me. 55 Though you do not know Him, I know Him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; He saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to Him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 
58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
	This study is intended to find answers to the questions: 

1. What are the Jewish leaders hearing to whom Jesus is speaking?
(First, understand the background.)
1. What are the Jewish leaders hearing to whom Jesus is speaking?

2. What claims does Jesus make in this passage that He is God? 

3. How do you know that His audience clearly understands what He is claiming? 

4. How are you responding to Jesus’ claims?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

