In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – December 8th, 2013

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

Prophecies that Jesus fulfilled confirming Him to be God; 
Matthew’s Record of Old Testament Prophecies Fulfilled in Jesus
Matthew 1:22-23; 2:13-23
Matthew 1:22 (NIV84) 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
	Progressing throughout Jesus’ life is a steady stream of fulfilled Old Testament prophecies about Him. The fulfillment of these prophecies makes for a strong argument that Jesus is exactly who He claimed to be.
Because we are in the season of Advent, our focus on Old Testament prophecies will be on Christ’s arrival.
The purpose of this study is to strengthen your understanding of how Biblical prophecy functions and make you a stronger defender of the Christian faith.

	Isaiah 46:9–11 (NIV84) 

9 Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me. 
10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 
11 From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill My purpose. What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 48:2–6 (NIV84) 

2 you who call yourselves citizens of the holy city and rely on the God of Israel— the Lord Almighty is His name: 3 I foretold the former things long ago, My mouth announced them and I made them known; then suddenly I acted, and they came to pass. 4 For I knew how stubborn you were; the sinews of your neck were iron, your forehead was bronze. 5 Therefore I told you these things long ago; before they happened I announced them to you so that you could not say, ‘My idols did them; my wooden image and metal god (molded image – niski) ordained them.’ 6 You have heard these things; look at them all. Will you not admit them? “From now on I will tell you of new things, of hidden things unknown to you. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Romans 1:1–4 (NIV84) 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding His Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Matthew 1:22–23
Matthew 2:15 
Matthew 2:17–18
Matthew 2:23 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Deuteronomy 18:21–22 (NIV84) 

21 You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?” 22 If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Matthew 5:17 
Luke 24:27 
Luke 24:44 
John 5:39 
Hebrews 10:7 
Genesis 3:15 (NIV84) 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 

Matthew 1:20

Galatians 4:4

Genesis 12:3 (NIV84) 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

Genesis 22:18

Matthew 1:1

Galatians 3:16

Isaiah 7:14 (NIV84) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:18, 24-25

Luke 1:26-35

Genesis 49:10 (NIV84) 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is His. 

Matthew 1:2

Luke 3:23, 33

2 Samuel 7:12 (NIV84) 12 When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 

Jeremiah 23:5–6 
Matthew 1:1

Matthew 9:27

Isaiah 7:14 
Matthew 1:18, 24-25

Luke 1:26-35

Micah 5:2 
Matthew 2:1, 4-8

Luke 2:4-7

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:10

Matthew 2:1, 11

Jeremiah 31:15

Matthew 2:16


	What or who is the source of Biblical prophecy?

For what purpose was Biblical prophecy given?

How did God transmit His prophecies about His Son to us?

What do each of these verses have in common?

What is the test of a true prophet of God?

To what degree was Jesus aware of the prophecies that He was fulfilling?

What prophecies of Jesus speak of His birth?

----------------
How does this study strengthen your understanding of how Biblical prophecy functions?

How does this study make you stronger in being able to defend the Christian faith?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

