Sunday, December 22, 2013 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Christmas 2013 Special: A Child is born; A Son is given!
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:18–25

Matthew 1:23 (NIV84) 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
-----------
Here we are, already at the fourth Sunday of Advent, with only two more days before we gather for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service when we culminate our seasonal celebration of the arrival of our Savior as light for this dark world.

God has given us four Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus Christ. Mark says nothing about Christ’s birth story in his introduction. John limits his comments about the birth of Jesus to one important verse when he says in John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Luke intertwines the birth stories of John the Baptist and of Jesus in the first two chapters of his Gospel. Apart from involving the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem and Simeon and Anna in the temple in Jerusalem, Luke’s birth story of Jesus is pretty much a private affair for these parents of John and Jesus.
It’s Matthew’s account of the birth story of Jesus in chapters 1 and 2 that highlights a more public awareness of Jesus’ birth, and that due to the arrival of the magi from the east who sparked a flurry of conversation about an alleged birth of the king of the Jews somewhere nearby. This awakened the entire city of Jerusalem to the rumor that a king had been born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:3-8). Apart from this huge news flash in Jerusalem, the story of Jesus’ birth was mostly a private event initiated by God and His angels in the lives of Joseph and Mary.
O, indeed, as Jesus became a public figure, disbelievers would toss derogatory slurs at Him insinuating an illegitimate birth. So, eventually, His birth story became more commonly known, even though it may have been through these demeaning comments.
What is extremely important about the story of Christ’s birth - what makes His miraculous conception so important, is that it makes possible the birth of the most unique human being ever to be born, the God/Man whom we know as Jesus, the Christ.

And though the occasion of His birth was largely a private event, it was nonetheless a well documented event, even hundreds of years before it took place. Not only do the Gospel writers of Matthew and Luke record the birth story of Jesus for the world to read about, to consider and to believe, they point us back into the Old Testament to Scriptures that foretold specific details regarding the arrival of this unique, one of a kind Child, who was born in Bethlehem, probably around 3 BC.
This morning I would like to focus our attention on the first line of Isaiah’s prophecy found in Isaiah 9:6 (NIV84) 6 For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, …
This is a rich statement that needs to be approached thoughtfully. Four words need to jump out at us – Child, born, Son, given. A Child is born and a Son is given. The arrangement, the matching up of Child with birth and Son with a gift is very, very intentional. A Child is born. A Son is given.
Remember, this is a statement in the book of Isaiah where the prophet was speaking to Judah’s king Ahaz over 700 years before Christ was born. Not only do I want to show you how this proclamation by Isaiah is speaking of Jesus the Christ, the Messiah, but I want to expose you to the context in which Isaiah made this prophecy.

But, again, this is an important proclamation that sets Jesus Christ apart from any other person who has ever been born or ever will be born. It’s a proclamation of the humanity of Jesus and the deity of Jesus. For Isaiah to say that a Child is born is to speak of the humanity of Jesus. He was born of a human woman. For Isaiah to say that a Son is given is to speak of the deity of Jesus. He was born of a human woman by means of a conception made possible by God the Holy Spirit. Thus, the result of this conception is that the Child born was the God/Man, Jesus, the Christ.

Realize that the Greek title, Christos or Christ, is equivalent to the Hebrew title, Masiah or Messiah. Thus, effectively, Christ and Messiah are interchangeable titles for Jesus. He is the anointed One of God, come to earth to be the Savior and King for all of humanity, for all who will receive Him and live in surrender to Him.
So, this morning, I simply want to show the links between the Old Testament and the New Testament by which we can boldly say, Jesus is the Christ. Jesus is the Messiah. He is the fulfillment of God’s promise to always have a righteous king on David’s throne.
I start with Matthew. But don’t let the familiarity of these words of Matthew prevent you for being blessed again by this story. Matthew is about to tell us how what Isaiah spoke about over 700 years ago actually happened, how Isaiah’s prophesy actually was fulfilled.

Matthew 1:18–25 (NIV84) 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with Child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. 

If time permits, I’ll return to this text for a few additional comments. But for now, I’m pointing out the links between the Old Testament and the New.

There it is in verses 22 & 23. 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
And who is the prophet Matthew is speaking of here? Yes, it’s Isaiah. Matthew quotes from Isaiah 7:14. 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel.
Now, there’s a context for this proclamation. It’s given to Ahaz, king of Judah. By the way, after David’s son, Solomon, reigned as king over Israel, that united kingdom divided into two kingdoms. The northern kingdom retained the name Israel and the southern kingdom became known by the major tribe, Judah. The city of Jerusalem was in the southern kingdom.
About 200 years after Solomon reigned as the last king of the united kingdom, we come now to king Ahaz, the twelfth of twenty kings of Judah. He was not a righteous man. He had a great deal of difficulty looking at life from any other perspective than the horizontal. That made if difficult for him to trust the Lord when the Lord spoke to him through Isaiah, God’s prophet.
Ahaz was in a predicament. Israel, the northern kingdom, and Syria had made an alliance to come down and conquer Judah and take the city of Jerusalem. While Ahaz was considering his options of what to do against a very powerful foe, God spoke to Isaiah and gave him words to speak to Ahaz. Isaiah tells Ahaz what is being conspired against him.

Isaiah 7:6–7 (NIV84) 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 7 Yet this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “ ‘It will not take place, it will not happen, …”
God explains that the two major enemies of Ahaz are Aram and Ephraim and that the heads of these armies are but mere men. In the context of warring against a nation for whom God will protect, that means that the enemies of Ahaz are nothing; nothing to fear; nothing for which to strike up some unholy alliances to fight against.
So the Lord comes to Ahaz through the prophet Isaiah to tell him to ask the Lord for a sign.

Isaiah 7:10–16 (NIV84) 10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 

Did you catch that? It was the Lord who told Ahaz to ask for a sign, presumably a sign that would confirm for him that he had nothing to fear from the armies of the north if he would simply trust the Lord God for his protection. “Ahaz, ask Me for a sign!” 

But how did Ahaz respond?

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 

Now that may sound like a humble response. But it was not. 

Ahaz needed to believe in God’s faithfulness to the house of David and his promise to the king on that throne (2 Sam 7). He had to decide: Is God sovereign enough to protect His people and His plans for the Davidic dynasty, or will God allow these two small states to enact their plans to usurp the Davidic ruler on the throne by installing the imposter Tabeel? 

That’s the predicament. But Ahaz was unwilling to place his trust and confidence in the Lord. He wouldn’t even obey the Lord by asking for a sign that would bolster his trust in the Lord. In essence, Ahaz was standing in defiance of the Lord God Almighty. How foolish is this? But, be careful in how strongly you agree. How often have we come to the conclusion that God’s advice or God’s commands don’t make any sense or won’t work in our situation? Do you get my drift? 
It’s important that we would conclude that Ahaz is a fool. That’s exactly what we should conclude. But, we need to take it a step further and ask ourselves; in what situations have we refused to obey the Lord?
So this is the context in which we get the prophecy of the coming King who would be born of a young woman and whose name would be Immanuel. Isaiah addresses Ahaz as representative of the house of David, from the tribe of Judah.

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel. 15 He will eat curds and honey when He knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. 16 But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 
Now, there’s enough ambiguity in this prophecy that we need to conclude that it has application for then and for the future. The identification of the woman as a virgin is loose enough that it could be pushed to simply mean a young woman. If that were the case, then some form of fulfillment of this prophecy could have a more immediate application.
But, by the time Isaiah gets to chapter 9, the ambiguity is all but gone. Isaiah will once again speak of this Child and this Son. Isaiah is still calling on Judah to trust God in spite of their enemies. God promises to remove those enemies. He says that they are not to be feared and eventually, Messiah will reign forever over all the nations of the world and God will establish peace and justice.
That’s the context for chapter 9.
Isaiah 9:1–7 (NIV84) 1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
Do you feel the future being expressed here? Do you sense that what Isaiah is saying can only take place after the Messiah comes to usher in this new kingdom? A light has dawned. Hope has been restored. The King who will deliver us is spoken of here.
Isaiah goes on.

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, You have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
Listen for the surprise. How will this glorious future come to pass?

6 For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

The realization of this part of Isaiah’s prophecy can only have one fulfillment. He’s speaking only of the Messiah, the coming King, who came to this earth as a Child, born of a virgin, to rule, to reign, like no king has ever reigned before. He will be the epitome of counsel. He will be Mighty God. He will be, even as Son, called Everlasting Father. He will bring peace to all. And He will enter this world in a most unusual manner to conquer our greatest foe. He will come in the humility of a baby.

But, did you notice that there was yet another link? From Matthew 1:23 to Isaiah 7:14 to Isaiah 9:6 and now from Isaiah 9:4 to Judges 6 & 7, the story of Midian’s defeat. It’s back at verse 4 of Isaiah 9. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, …
Here Isaiah takes us back before Israel had kings. Yes, they had enemies then. But, often, Israel’s enemies were nearby nations that God appointed as His disciplinary tools.
Judges 6:1 (NIV84) 1 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years He (God) gave them into the hands of the Midianites.
The Midianites were God’s rod of correction on Israel. And sometimes God deems that His people need some very severe discipline.

2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds.
5 They (the Midianites) came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help. 
Why did Isaiah want us to think about the Midianites when learning about the coming of the Messiah? Because the Assyrians were just like the Midianites, coming upon God’s people with evil intentions. But instead of being described as swarms of locusts as the Midianites were, the Assyrians are describes as the mighty floodwaters of the Euphrates River. To look at the Euphrates River at flood stage would be the same as looking at the king of Assyria with all his pomp. 
Going back to Isaiah 8:7–8 (NIV84) 7 therefore the Lord is about to bring against them the mighty floodwaters of the River— the king of Assyria with all his pomp. It will overflow all its channels, run over all its banks 8 and sweep on into Judah, swirling over it, passing through it and reaching up to the neck. Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land, O Immanuel!” 

Judah’s foe is formidable. No, her foe is overwhelming. Judah doesn’t have a prayer of surviving if God doesn’t intervene. Their only hope is God.
Back to the Midian story.
Judges 6:7–10 (NIV84) 7 When the Israelites cried to the Lord because of Midian, 8 He sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to Me.” 
Midian is an overwhelming opponent used by God to get His people to cry out to Him. And God rebukes Israel for not listening to Him. 

Then we discover who God’s prophet is.

Judges 6:12–14 (NIV84) 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 
13 “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all His wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.” 
14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 
In similar manner to Isaiah speaking for God to Ahaz, a sign is given to Gideon. The angel of God instructed Gideon to place meat and unleavened bread on a rock and God sent fire on them and burned them up. There was also the sign of the fleece, first dry surrounded by dew, then wet surrounded by dryness. So the giving of a sign appears in both stories.
Another similarity the Gideon/Midian story shares with the Ahaz story in Isaiah, is how Gideon defeated Midian. Though Israel’s opponent was vast and overwhelming, Gideon conquered through the insignificant means of just three hundred men against 135,000 Midianites. Isaiah suggests by pointing us back to the Gideon/Midian story that the Child Messiah is in the likeness of the Gideon men. It’s not the size of the army, but which God you are aligned with. In other words, the means of defeat by Gideon points to what can only be acknowledged as an intervention by God. God gave the victory, not the 300 men. Yet, God required the participation of the 300 men to call them to be men of faith and to trust in Him. That is where we, too, find our victory.
In this, Gideon’s men in Judges 6 & 7 stand in sharp contrast to king Ahaz in Isaiah. Ahaz refused to participate in what could have been for him a great victory, a victory won by God, and by God alone. In contrast, Gideon enjoys victory because of his trust in God. Isaiah wants us to know that victory can be ours if we will place our full weight of trust on God. And Isaiah is saying we need to fully trust this Child who is born, this Son who is given. He is our victory!
So, we go back to our text in Matthew and now understand that the fulfillment of the prophet’s words are all about pointing us to the Deliverer. And the means by which we gain the victory can only say that we were delivered by the hand of God in the person of Christ our King.
The Matthew 1:18-25 birth story of Jesus speaks of Jesus being the God-Man, fully God and fully Man simultaneously and that in Jesus, God is with us, among us in intimate fellowship and among us as our reconciler to the Father. If Matthew is placing a greater emphasis on one aspect over the other, it would be on the significance of God’s presence among us in order to fulfill His mission of our redemption and reconciliation with the Father. Notice how Matthew concludes his argument in verses 22 and 23. 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
In other words, the virgin conception of Jesus and His subsequent birth as a human/divine baby was for the greater fulfillment of being Immanuel, “God with us,” as one of us, able to take upon Himself and in our place our sin – to be a human sacrifice for human sin. And to be God, so that He could conquer that sin and overcome the wages of sin, namely death. 

As Immanuel, as God with us, Jesus became human in every way like us but without sin so that when He carried our sin in His body to the cross, He made forgiveness a possibility for us through His blood.

So the words of the angel to Joseph have become true. Mary “will give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.”
Since Isaiah couldn’t point to Ahaz as an example of placing trust in the promise of God, he turned to the story of Gideon to illustrate what God in Christ does for those who trust Him.
Will you trust our Savior, Jesus Christ, today for the forgiveness of your sins, for being God among us, for being our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father, our Prince of Peace?

And to think He entered this world as a baby to be God with us. This is cause to celebrate. This is news to proclaim. Let us not be silent but bold proclaimers of this very Good News! Amen!

� Gary V. Smith, Isaiah 1–39, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, The New American Commentary (Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2007), 209.
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