In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – December 22nd, 2013

Christmas 2013 Special: A Child is born; A Son is given!
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:18–25
Matthew 1:23 (NIV84) 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
	It may not appear to be so, but we are taking a break from our series of sermons on apologetics and simply focusing on the Christmas story. We’ll look at two verses from Isaiah and then follow the story of Christ’s birth in Matthew 1. You may feel like this is “old hat” stuff. All the more reason to ask the Holy Spirit to bring a fresh perspective or a renewed appreciation for what God is communicating to us in the story of His Son’s birth.
Jeremiah said in Lamentations 3:22–24 (NIV84) 22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.” 

	Isaiah 7:13-16 (NIV84) 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel. 15 He will eat curds and honey when He knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. 16 But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 

Isaiah 9:1–7 (NIV84) 1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, You have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders (cf.v.4). And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

Matthew 1:18–25 (NIV84) 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with Child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. 

	7:13-14 – What is the setting for the Lord giving the sign of a virgin having a child?

Who is given this sign? … and why?

What to do with the word and meaning of virgin? There is no clear OT example of the use of ʿalmāh for a married woman. It seems to be used consistently to designate a sexually mature but unmarried woman.

How do vs. 15-16 add challenge to seeing this “Child” and “Son” as the Messiah?

“Curds and honey” it is the bittersweet food of famine and plenty. 

Note: the Assyrians laid waste to Aram and Israel in 733-732 BC, only a year or to after this prophecy was given.

7:16 Who could be the two kings?

It is true that the instrument of this devastation was to be Assyria, the very power Ahaz was courting instead of relying wholly on God. But in fact the events of 733–732 not only heralded the downfall in 722 of Samaria—the capital city of the northern kingdom that was a large part of the domain of the house of David in its earlier days—but within a generation led to the devastation of Judah itself (cf. 1:7).

The prophecy was given to the house of David and not simply to Ahaz (“you” in v.14 is plural).

9:1 How and why did God humble northern Israel (i.e. Zebulun and Naphtali)?

9:1b-3 What’s being anticipated in these vss?

9:4-5 To what does God compare His future triumph over our great oppressor?

The appropriateness of this phrase can be clearly seen when we recall the historical situation: a vast multitude of the enemy swarming all over the land (Judg 6:1–6; cf. Isa 8:7–8); the giving of a sign (Judg 6:17–22; cf. Isa 7:11–14); the emphasis on faith in God and not dependence on man (Judg 7; cf. Isa 7:9; 8:12); and, the defeat of great forces through apparently insignificant means (three hundred men in the case of Gideon, and the child of promise here). The passage promises total redemption by the Lord. Israel was to be utterly delivered from the oppressor (cf. Isa 10:5; 14:25, and esp. 10:24–27).

9:6-7 What does this description of the Messiah evoke in the hearers?

If the child of Isaiah 7:14–16 typifies the ultimate divine Christ, the child of these verses is that Christ.

1:18-25 For those familiar with the prophecies of Isaiah, what indications do we have from Matthews account of Christ’s birth that He was fulfilling prophecy?

Maybe our top question for this study should be, what is the difference between the two statements: a Child is born; a Son is given? Aren’t they just two ways of saying the same thing? What is the significance of the combination of these two statements?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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