In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 12th, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Why doesn’t everybody believe in Jesus?

1 Peter 3:8–18
This upcoming sermon was intended to be the initial sermon of our second cycle of twelve sermons on Christian apologetics (the defending of the Christian faith). Instead, last week we heard Micah respond to the question, Is the Bible a reliable source for truth about Jesus? This Sunday our focus is on the question, Why doesn’t everybody believe in Jesus? In a large picture view, some of the reasons rest with the person himself or herself while other reasons rest with the messenger. We will explore both sets of reasons. Our desire is to be used of God to come alongside those who are hungry for answers to life’s most perplexing questions and point them to Jesus.
Below is a Scripture passage that will till the soil of your heart to prepare it to receive the message this coming Lord’s Day. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you into the truth Peter is expressing in 1 Peter 3:8–18.
	1 Peter 3:8–18 (NIV84)
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 
11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, …

	3:8-9 – How are we to live with our fellow believers?

Harmoniously, sympathetically, brotherly, kindheartedly, and humbly. Humility is the foundation for harmonious living. 
Why do you think our conduct within the body of Christ is so critical to being “fruitful” believers in Christ?

In what sense is our relationship within the body of Christ the training ground for having an effective relationship with those outside the body of Christ? (cf. 1 Peter 2:12)

In the sense of preparing to communicate the gospel to unbelievers, we need to be practicing communicating the gospel to each other within the church as a means of encouraging each other and consecrating Christ as Lord among us. Doing this without regard to “evangelizing” unbelievers will equip us for that ministry.
3:10-12 – What obligation(s) does Peter place on us who say we follow Jesus? 

How will fulfilling these obligations increase our effectiveness in representing Christ to skeptics and doubters, as well as outright evil people?

3:13-14 What is Peter’s instruction for how we should respond to people we think may harm us for our identification with Christ?

“what they fear” = “their fear” = “their ferocity” = “intimidation, rage, cruelty” 
Does our relationship soften a hard heart or contribute to the hardness?
3:15 – Who is to be set apart or consecrated according to the first line of verse 15? 

What does it mean to consecrate Christ in our hearts?

To allow Christ to be who He is in our hearts. 
3:15-17 – If we are “good soil” believers in Christ, how does Peter describe what our ministry looks like to people wanting to know our hope in Christ, particularly to those who may be hostile to us for having hope in Christ?

We are able to verbalize our hope with words gently.
How can we within our church family help each other fulfill the exhortations in verse 15?
3:18 – What is the key component to our being transformed into Christ’s likeness?
What action plan designed for a Christian to have an effective ministry with an unbeliever/skeptic would put these verses into practice?

Why would we try to convert someone with something that hasn’t converted us? 



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

