In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 19th, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
What does everybody already know about God?

Acts 14:8–17; 17:23–31
Acts 14:16–17 (NIV84) 16 “In the past, He let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet He has not left Himself without testimony: …”
-----------
So, just how much do people in general already know about God, even those who deny that He exists, even those who do not hear or read the story of Jesus? Let’s explore what the Bible tells us.
Below is a Scripture passage that will till the soil of your heart to prepare it to receive the message this coming Lord’s Day. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you into the truth Paul is expressing in Acts 14 and 17.
	Acts 14:8–17 (NIV84) 
8 In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 16 “In the past, He let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet He has not left Himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 

Acts 17:23–31 (NIV84) 

23 For as I walked around (Athens) and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25 And He is not served by human hands, as if He needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27 God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 28 ‘For in Him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are His offspring.’ 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For He has set a day when He will judge the world with justice by the Man He has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 


	14:8-17 – Take note of verse 17 and realize that’s where Paul is heading with his commentary. Based on Paul’s ministry of healing the lame man and the crowd’s response to it and Paul’s counter-response to the crowd, how should we understand his statement in verse 17: Yet He has not left Himself without testimony?
Did these people who treated Paul and Barnabas as gods already have any understanding of the one true God, even without the gospel being preached to them?
Does the “testimony” of verse 17 include the gospel or refer to the testimony of rain, crops, food and joy?
What’s the point of Paul and Barnabas’ message to the people of Lystra?
Jupiter = Zeus; 
Satan has blinded the minds of the unbelievers.
17:23-31 – On what basis could Paul assert that the “unknown god” of the Athenians as the one and only true God of the Bible? Is that what he is asserting in verse 23?

How is 14:15 similar to 17:24-26? To what about the one and only true God does Paul appeal to the idol worshipers in Lystra and Athens?
Does this give us a clue what people already know about God before they even hear the Gospel? What is it Paul is asserting these people already know prior to his preaching Jesus?
17:27 What did God do so that men would seek Him and reach out to Him and find Him?
17:28 What were the Athenian poets saying that points to what all men everywhere already know about God?

17:29-31 What new information does the story of Jesus bring to what men and women everywhere already know about God?
To what level of accountability will God hold us for what we already know about Him?

Romans 3:25
The desire/quest to worship




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

