Sunday, January 26, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
The power of testimony in defending the claim that Jesus is God
John 5:31–47

John 5:33, 36, 37, 39 (NIV84) 33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. - 36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given Me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent Me. 37 And the Father who sent Me has Himself testified concerning Me. - 39 …. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me.

-----------
The power of testimony. - I would suspect that all of us value to some extent the testimony of a friend in a variety of circumstances. Maybe you’re trying to make up your mind about how to vote on a particular initiative in an upcoming election and you have a friend you highly respect who has done considerable thinking about the issue. If he or she can give you a good reason to vote in a certain way, his or her testimony may be all you need to make up your mind.

When you’re looking for a reputable auto mechanic, a testimonial from a trusted friend, may be all you need to go to that mechanic with your automobile. This list is nearly endless.

The question before us this morning is: how did Jesus use the power of testimony to help people believe that He was exactly who He said He was, the One who alone can save us from our sins?
According to our text, Jesus’ objective for calling witnesses to testify on His behalf was that His audience might be saved (John 5:34). He appealed to the testimony of existing relationships of trust (with John the Baptist) to logically extend that trust in His direction (John 5:35). He appealed to the testimony of His own works, confident that anyone who took notice of them and thought about them for a moment would rightly attribute those works to His Father (John 5:36). He appealed to the testimony of His Father, that for anyone who already knew His Father would see the resemblance He shared with His Father and trust Him in the same manner that they already trusted His Father (John 5:37-38). Jesus also appealed to the testimony of the Scriptures that His audience already had a deep respect for, and encouraged them to examine how those Scriptures actually spoke about who He was and what He was doing and why. As a result, they would find good reason to come to Him to find eternal life (John 5:39-40).
After He appeals to these four witnesses to build their confidence in Him, He then analyses the reasons His particular audience is not allowing these powerful testimonies to have any effect on their lives. We could call these reasons testimony destroyers or trust crushers, existing conditions in a prospective believer that are undermining the ability to trust a trustworthy witness. In this case, those things that undermine one’s ability to trust in Jesus Christ.
So, it looks like we have a twofold task before us. First, identify the witnesses Jesus calls on to strengthen our ability to trust in Jesus for salvation and eternal life. Second, identify the trust crushers that undermine our ability to trust in our trustworthy Jesus Christ.

So, let’s get on with it. 
John 5:31 (NIV84) 31 “If I (alone) testify about Myself, My testimony is not valid.
By adding the word “alone” to Jesus’ statement, we would be attempting to incorporate the accepted legal code of the Torah (which is at least the first five books of the Bible), where, when there is a need for a verifiable testimony, it is necessary that there be two or three witnesses to provide confirmation of the matter (cf. Deut 19:15). 
 Yet, it could still be argued that even if Jesus had no witnesses to substantiate His testimony, that would not have invalidated His testimony or imply that it was not true. So there’s something about Jesus saying that His testimony is not true, that pushes us to think about this a little bit further.
William Hendriksen in his commentary on John suggests that Jesus is speaking with ironic hyperbole, as in putting the words He is anticipates coming from the mouth of His audience into His own mouth. In other words, Jesus anticipates the response of His hostile audience and completes the sentence as they would finish it. He says what they would say if He said, “If I testify about Myself.” Thus, instead of adding the word “alone” to make this fit the Deuteronomy 19:15 circumstance, we could add the phrase, “in your estimation” at the end of the statement, 31 “If I testify about Myself, My testimony is not valid (in your estimation).”
In other words, Jesus gets into the mind of His audience when He says, “If I testify about Myself,” and tells them what they are about to say. “ ‘You’re testifying concerning Yourself; hence, Your testimony is not true.’ ” This possibility is supported by the fact that this very thing happened three chapters later. 
 
John 8:12–13 (NIV84) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 The Pharisees challenged Him, “Here You are, appearing as Your own witness; Your testimony is not valid.” 

Jesus is dealing with Jewish leaders who are predisposed to not believe in Him. And He’s challenging them to rethink their trust-undermining-biases.

But however we understand Jesus’ words in verse 31, what Jesus proceeds to do is to provide witnesses in addition to His own. So, in that sense, He answers the anticipated objection of His audience and gives them their request for witnesses implied by their anticipated objection.
There’s a lesson in this for us, isn’t there? As we prepare ourselves to call witnesses who will strengthen the faith of our friends so they will place their full trust in Jesus as their Savior, we do well to anticipate their objections and prepare to answer them.
When we come to verse 32, we are left to try to identify who this “another” witness is of whom Jesus speaks. 32 There is another who testifies in My favor, and I know that His testimony about Me is valid (true). 
My first conclusion was that Jesus was simply introducing us to John the Baptist. And, quite frankly, in my humble opinion, it makes good sense to come to that conclusion. But, were I to stubbornly hold to that position, I would find myself in the minority. The NKJV and the NASB translations use the upper case for the personal pronoun modifying testimony. Further, the primary commentaries I consulted regarding this text agree with that assessment. Hendriksen and Borchert both identify the “another” witness as Christ’s Father, pointing to John 8:18 as evidence. John 8:18 (NIV84) 18 I am one who testifies for Myself; My other witness is the Father, who sent Me.” 

Even though it’s still possible that “another” refers to John the Baptist, the grammar points to “another” as being God the Father, and Him being to Jesus a constant witness of encouragement. Jesus may have been saying in this that with His Father’s approving testimony, He really needs no other. His Father’s testimony is the only witness Jesus needs.
Yet, flowing right out of verse 32 is the powerful witness of John the Baptist. And since verse 32 doesn’t point us to any specific testimony that the Father is giving or has given, let’s consider John the Baptist as the first witness Jesus calls to the stand to testify on this day with the goal that those in the audience would be saved as a result of hearing these testimonies.
Jesus is speaking directly to these Jewish leaders, reminding them of what they did when John the Baptist was baptizing people in the Jordan River. We must turn to this passage to hear again John’s testimony that the Jewish leaders also heard from those they sent to find out about him.
John 1:19–34 (NIV84) 19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ” 

24 Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands One you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the One I meant when I said, ‘A Man who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know Him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that He might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on Him. 33 I would not have known Him, except that the One who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The Man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is He who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” 

Here’s how Jesus summarizes the ministry of John the Baptist of testifying to the truth about Jesus: John 5:33-35 33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. 

John’s testimony was effective. So effective was he in pointing out who Jesus Christ was that he basically lost his best disciples to Jesus. In addition to Andrew, it’s likely that Peter and John had been disciples of John the Baptist and they left him to follow Jesus.
John’s effectiveness is also seen in how he clearly identified Jesus as the Lamb of God and the Son of God and that He would take away the sin of the world.

So John testified to these Jews who are now stubbornly refusing to accept the truth about Jesus. Jesus reminds them that they had once enjoyed the light that John was shining on the Messiah. If only they would accept John’s testimony, then they could believe Jesus!
Jesus then turns to the testimony of His own works. The word used here is erga and it’s plural.
36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work(s) that the Father has given Me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent Me. 

Our work testifies to our calling and to our mission. James says our works testify to our faith (James 2:18). Jesus’ works testify to the One who sent Him. This entire debate with the Jews here in chapter 5 of John was sparked by a work of Jesus, the healing of the lame man on the Sabbath. The point of the healing was not to draw attention to the man who had been healed but to the source of the healing. The works of Jesus were intended to point to His Father and their relationship of love.
Earlier in this story, … John 5:17 (NIV84) 17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” 

Again, the purpose of these works is to point to the beauty and unity of relationship the Father and the Son have with each other and the ministry that results within the world.
John 5:19–20 (NIV84) 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does. …. 

Let me remind you of some of the miraculous works Jesus did in the presence of His enemies so that they are without excuse. They have seen the testimony of Christ’s works and those works testify to Him being God in flesh.
Remember when the great crowd of people followed Jesus to the other side of the Sea of Galilee after having seen Him miraculously heal the sick. And when Jesus saw that they were hungry, He turned five small barley loaves and two small fish into a stomach-filling meal for everyone (John 6 – Feeding the 5000).

Remember the man who was blind from birth whom Jesus put mud on his eyes and told him to go down to the Pool of Siloam and wash. When he obeyed, he could see (John 9 – Blind to sight).
And, you remember when Jesus accepted an invitation to a wedding in Cana in Galilee and when the wine ran out, Jesus directed the servants to fill the jars with water and the next thing people said, “the wedding host has saved the choicest wine until the last” (John 2 – Water to wine).

These miraculous works testify that Jesus was about His Father’s business of bringing salvation to mankind and He would accomplish that mission by going to the cross, performing His greatest miraculous work by rising from the dead after being crucified on that cross (Matt. 28 – Resurrection).
The third witness Jesus calls to the stand to testify is His own Father. This is particularly significant for the audience to which Jesus is speaking. They already claimed to know Him. So, this should be an easy testimony – right?
37 And the Father who sent Me has Himself testified concerning Me. You have never heard His voice nor seen His form, 38 nor does His word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one He sent. 

Here Jesus turns a testimony into a rebuke. Their claim to know God is empty. Here’s His argument in the form of a question: How is it possible to know the Father and have no clue about His Son? There’s a disconnect here. Their claim to know God is shown to be without substance. 
The testimony Jesus refers to that His Father has given most certainly is a reference to the Scriptures, which will be addressed next. But the emphasis in this testimony is on the Person of Jesus as He has spoken and as He has lived among these people as God in human flesh. They have been listening to and looking at the Father’s witness in His Son and yet they have neither heard His voice nor seen His form. That deafness and blindness indicates that God’s word is not abiding in their hearts and minds. They really don’t know God.
You see, Jesus gives a human voice to the word of God. Jesus gives a human form to God Himself. Those who truly know God the Father will recognize God the Son, the human voice and form of God. But these Jews to whom Jesus is speaking don’t know the Father and thus, don’t know the Son. In this argument, Jesus is declaring that a relationship with the Father would have made a relationship with the Son inevitable. 
If I may borrow a point from last Sunday’s sermon, though it is not precisely the same, it may resemble this argument here.
The general revelation of God’s existence that we observe in the works of His creation generates a hunger for His special revelation in His written word. We look up into the sky or examine the fine tuning of a human body and conclude: “these are created things. These are the works of a supernaturally powerful, intelligent being.” That affirmation in our hearts is the affirmation that we have heard the echo of God’s voice as we contemplate His creative works. That recognition of a supernatural, powerful, and intelligent being then predisposes us to welcome with joy the voice of His special revelation when expressed to us in the Holy Scriptures about His Son. 

So in a somewhat similar progression, when we have come to know God the Father it is not difficult to recognize His Son when we are introduced to Him. These two have so much in common with each other that the Son is a dead giveaway for His Father. Jesus puts it this way: John 14:9 (NIV84) 9 … Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. … So, if you claim to know the Father, you should be able to identify the Son. These Jewish leaders either could not recognize Jesus as God or they didn’t want to. Merrill Tenney puts it this way: “Openness of belief must precede the reception of truth.” 

This third testimony leads smoothly into the fourth witness Jesus calls on to testify to His identity as the Son of God – the Scriptures.
39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, 40 yet you refuse to come to Me to have life. 

Jesus’ audience not only has the books of Moses in their possession, they have been diligent in studying them. But Jesus informs them that they have missed the most important point of those books that they have studied so vigorously. They missed seeing Jesus in those books. O, they found all sorts of interesting things while studying the Torah. They seemed to focus on all the laws and how they ought to be obeyed and they prided themselves especially on how they were forcing others to obey them.
I visited the Kent Municipal Court this past Wednesday morning and heard three hours of arguments and findings regarding traffic laws being enforced in the city of Kent. One of the strongest impressions that I left with was what may have been the same attitude of these Jewish leaders. The focus was on penalizing those who violated traffic laws rather than educating or assisting the good citizens of Kent in fulfilling the objective of those laws. The defining case for me was listening to the police officer defend his responsibility to write a bunch of tickets when he could have prevented all of those violations from occurring had his true objective been to prevent vehicles from entering the prohibited area in the first place. In fact, by spending his time writing tickets it took him away from his primary responsibility of protecting the others officers who were fulfilling their responsibilities further up the road.
Jesus is telling these Jewish leaders that they have missed the forest for the trees. They have gotten so focused on the details or intricacies of the law that they missed the big picture or the main point. For the police officer, he missed his primary responsibility, to keep traffic from entering an area so other officers could safely do their job. For the Jewish leaders, they missed the chief subject of the Old Testament revelation. It was all about seeing Jesus Christ, who would bring life to those hungry for life.
Here’s a sampling of what the main point of the Old Testament was and is.

Luke 24:27 (NIV84) 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He (the resurrected Jesus) explained to them (Cleopas and another disciple as they walked on the road to Emmaus) what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself. 

On that same day in the evening in Jerusalem where the apostles were gathered, Jesus makes an appearance there and ate with them and …
Luke 24:44 (NIV84) 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Peter, while in Caesarea at Cornelius’ house, said … Acts 10:43 (NIV84) 43 All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 

Paul, in making his defense before King Agrippa, said … Acts 26:22-23 (NIV84) 22 But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen — 23 that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to His own people and to the Gentiles.” 

Those with willing hearts could see Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures. But sadly, these religious leaders were unwilling. They had unwilling hearts. They were in a refusal mode. And for this, Jesus, rebukes them severely, for surely, they of all people, knew better.
In closing, I want to try to identify the trust crushers that undermine our ability to trust in our trustworthy Christ. I think we’ll find them in these last verses of John 5. Jesus continues.
John 5:41-44 (NIV84) 41 “I do not accept praise from men, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not accept Me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? 

Trust crusher #1. “I don’t have sincere love in my heart for God.” This will kill my trust in Jesus.

Trust crusher #2. “It’s more important to me to get the praise of men than the praise of God.” This will crush my trust in Jesus.
45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 

Trust crusher #3. “I don’t take the Bible seriously.” This crushes my trust in Jesus.
Jesus appealed to existing relationships of trust to logically extend that trust in His direction. He appealed to the testimony of His own works, confident that anyone who took notice of them would rightly attribute those works to God. He appealed to the testimony of His Father, that for anyone who already knew His Father would trust Him in the same manner. Jesus also appealed to the testimony of the Scriptures for which His audience already had a deep respect.

Instead of trust crushers, Jesus encourages these faith builders to (1) love God with all our heart, mind and strength; (2) seek God’s praise above everything else; (3) take the Scriptures seriously, never missing the forest for the trees. Amen.
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