In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – January 26th, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
The power of testimony in defending the claim that Jesus is God
John 5:31–47
John 5:33, 36-37, 39, 46 (NIV84) 33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. - 36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given Me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent Me. 37 And the Father who sent Me has Himself testified concerning Me. - 39 …. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, - 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me.
-----------
The story in John 5 of healing of the lame man at the pool near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem sparked a huge debate over who Jesus is. Jewish leaders demanded that Jesus answer their questions, though it may be that they had already arrived at their conclusion and simply wanted Him dead. The benefit of the debate, however, is that we, the readers of this story, get a good look at how Jesus defended His claim to be the Son of God with the authority of God to heal the sick and judge every person in the world.
Our focus in this study is how Jesus brought forth witnesses to substantiate His claim to be equal with God. It may be helpful for setting the context that you read the entire chapter of John 5.
	John 5:16–19 (NIV84) 16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted Him. 17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill Him; not only was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 

John 5:30 (NIV84) 

30 By Myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him who sent Me. 

John 5:31–47 (NIV84)
31 “If I (alone) testify about Myself, My testimony is not valid. 32 There is another who testifies in My favor, and I know that his testimony about Me is valid. 
33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. 
36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given Me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent Me. 
37 And the Father who sent Me has Himself testified concerning Me. You have never heard His voice nor seen His form, 38 nor does His word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one He sent. 
39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, 40 yet you refuse to come to Me to have life. 
41 “I do not accept praise from men, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not accept Me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? 
45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 


	John 5:16–19 - If Jesus had healed the lame man on any other day than the Sabbath, would He have provoked so thorough of a debate? Was it, therefore, Jesus’ choice to heal on the Sabbath so as to provoke an even more important discussion?
5:30 - Jesus’ concluding words before calling on His witnesses to give their testimonies. What can we say about Jesus from this verse?

At 5:31, Jesus moves from the testimony of His Father to the testimony of others to substantiate His claims.
- Jesus’ self-defense and the witnesses -

5:31-35 – How does Jesus use (#1) John (John the Baptist is implied) as a witness for who He is? Cf. John 1:7; 1:29; 5:33
Just to remind ourselves, what would be the consequences if Jesus did not convince the “jury” with His witnesses that He was God?
What gave strength to John’s witness?
5:36 – How do (#2) Jesus’ works testify that He is God? Cf. John 5:20; 9:4; 10:25, 32, 37-38; 14:10-11; 15:24)
5:37-38 – For what purpose does Jesus call on (#3) the Father as a witness? Is this Jesus’ admission that He won’t wind His case (at the earthly level)?
5:39-40 – Fact: these Jews that accused Jesus were serious students of (#4) the Torah. But, what did they miss in their study? Cf. Acts 10:43; Luke 24:27
5:41-44 – How would you restate Jesus’ argument in these verses? What’s His point? 

Is He making another argument why He’s not going to win over these Jews? 

What keeps them from believing in Jesus?
5:45-47 – How shocking would it be to the Jews to hear that Moses would be their accuser rather than their supporter? Cf. Deuteronomy 18:15; 31:19-30.
Does Jesus make His case for being God with you? 




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

