Sunday, February 2, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Micah Adamson

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

Lessons in how Jesus used "how much more" logic 

to reason with people about big things based on smaller things they already believed.

Text: John 10:22-42

John 10:34–36 (NIV84) “Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?”
Introduction: Trees, the Forest, and Trees
1. Sermon series – Apologetics according to Jesus – Jesus used lots of different methods to argue that He is the unique Son of God
2. Last week’s sermon – Witnesses Part 2 - In John 5, Jesus argued from the testimony of witnesses His audience already should have trusted

3. This week’s sermon – Logic Part 2 – In John 10, Jesus will argue using Hebrew/Rabbinical logic from history/literature with a “How much more” argument.

4. My last sermon – Logic Part 1 – Logic Part 1 – In Matthew 16 and 22, Jesus argued using Greek/Aristotelian logic from nature/first principles with a “Hypothetical Syllogism”    
5. My last sermon – Defended the reliability of the New Testament Scriptures as evidence that God has spoken
Mortimer J. Adler – 

· Logic moves from small to big and big to small. 

· Logic moves from trees to forests and from forests to trees.
· We can argue for the existence of forests from the undeniable existence of trees and their relationship to each other. 

Last week’ Pastor Dan’s sermon ended with the phrase:

· “…never missing the forest for the trees.”

· The Bible is the primary tree that Jesus used to argue from with a Jewish audience.

John 10 – Story Tree:
Background:

· John 10b – Story 6/7 of the festival cycle, making this the last story before Holy Week and Jesus’ death

· John 10a – Jesus as the good Shepherd

· John 11 – Lazarus 
Definitions:

· John 10:22 (Hanukkah = Dedication) = John 10:36 (set apart = dedication)

· Solomon’s colonnade = oldest part of the temple

· Law = whole OT

· One with the Father (John 10:30) = Son of God (John 10:36, Psalm 82:6a) = Equal with God (John 10:33, Psalm 82:6b) = God
John 10:22-42 (NIV84)

22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

33 “We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. 38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. 

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus.
John 10 – Jewish Leaders’ Tree:
Major Premise: The scriptures teach us to stone people for committing blasphemy.
Minor premise: You are a man claiming to be equal with God, which is blasphemy by definition.

Conclusion: We should stone you for blasphemy.

Verses:

· Exodus 20:7, Deuteronomy 5:11 – “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God”.

· Exodus 22:28 – “Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people”.

· Leviticus 24:10-23 – Story of a man stoned for blasphemy at God’s command.

· Numbers 15:30-31 – Command to “cut off” those who blaspheme God.
Definition:

· Blasphemy = Talk bad about God.

John 10 – Jesus’ Tree:
Major Premise: The scriptures can’t be broken.

Minor Premise: The same God who prohibited blasphemy in the law also called unjust judges/lawyers/teachers of the law/receivers of the law “gods” and “sons of God” in some sense in Psalm 82.

Conclusion: Jesus could even Biblically call these sinners “gods” and “sons of God” in some sense.

Extended Major Premise: The scriptures also teach that the messiah is God in a fuller sense.

Alternate Minor Premise: I am the messiah and therefore God in a fuller sense.

Alternate Conclusion: How much more can Jesus Biblically call Himself “God” and the “Son of God”.

Psalm 82 – Asaph’s Tree:

Asaph:

· One of David’s head musicians and singers: 1 Chronicles 6, 15, 16, 25, 
· The head Israel’s dynasty of singers: 2 Chronicles 20, 29, 35, Ezra 2, 3, Nehemiah 7, 11, 12

· Wrote 12 Psalms: Psalm 50 and Psalm 73-83

· Wrote historical Psalms using complex literary devices, reflecting on Genesis, Exodus, and Judges 

· (Psalm 78:2 the verse Jesus quoted in Matthew 13:35 to defend using parables to teach.) 
· (Parables are like Proverbs according to Psalm 49:4.)

· His Psalms desire to see God recognized as the “Most High”

· Often described God as the shepherd of Israel who shepherded Israel through Moses and David 

· (Jesus in John 10a sounds like He could be referring to Psalm 80:1)

· (Jesus quoted Psalm 78:24-25 in John 6:31 about manna.)

· (Was Jesus purposely reflecting on the Psalms of Asaph in John?)
Philip P. Jenson, in the New Bible Commentary on Psalm 82:

· “Poets do not always explain themselves and we, their readers, trail behind, making the best we can of their allusions.”

Psalm 82 (NIV84)
A psalm of Asaph.

1 God presides in the great assembly; he gives judgment among the “gods”: 

2 “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked?
Selah 

3 Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 

4 Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

5 “They know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 “I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High.’ 

7 But you will die like mere men; you will fall like every other ruler.” 

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the nations are your inheritance.

Options for the meaning of “gods” in Psalm 82:1 and 6:
· Angels

· False gods

· Israel’s judges

· All Israel

· All mankind
· Psalm 82:6 and John 10:36 indicate that Asaph had a group of sinful humans in mind.
· Being one of the “gods” in Psalm 82 looks like a bad thing.

“gods” = Elohim (2,500x+ = “God” or “gods”, 5x “judges”, 1x “angels”)
· Exodus 21:6, 22:8 = “take him [to appear] before the judges” (NIV, KJV, NASB).
· “take him [to appear] before God” (ESV).

· Exodus 22:28 – “Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people” (NIV, KJV, NASB, ESV).
· NIV, KJV, NASB, ESV Footnotes: “blaspheme God” could mean “revile judges”.

Psalm 82:6 - “I have said ‘You are “gods”’”
· Allusion to Psalm 82:1
· Allusion to Genesis 3
The “How Much More” Tree:
Major Premise: If you admit that condition A is true

Minor premise: And B is a better example of condition A than A is

Conclusion: Then how much more should you also admit that B is true

Formal Logic:

· Latin: “A fortiori” argument, “to the strength” or “from a stronger reason”

· Hebrew: “Kal wa-chomer/chomer –we kal” argument, “a minori ad majus/ a majus ad minor”, “from the small to the big/from the big to the small”, “Light and heavy/heavy and light”
· English: “How much more”

Examples of "how much more" logic: 

· Moses 1x (Deuteronomy 31:27) “If you have been rebellious against the LORD while I am still alive and with you, how much more will you rebel after I die!”

· David 4x (1 Samuel 21:5, 23:3, 2 Samuel 4:10-11, 16:11) “when a man told me, ‘Saul is dead,’… I seized him and put him to death… How much more—when wicked men have killed an innocent man [Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth] in his own house and on his own bed—should I not now demand his blood from your hand and rid the earth of you!” (2 Samuel 4:10-11)
· Naaman's Servant 1x (2 Kings 5:13) “if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!”
· Eliphaz 1x (Job 4:18-19) “If [God] charges his angels with error, how much more those who live in houses of clay [people].”

· Solomon 5x (Proverbs 11:31, 15:11, 19:7, 21:27, Song of Solomon 4:10) “If the righteous receive their due on earth, how much more the ungodly and the sinner!” (Proverbs 11:31)
· Jesus 6x (Matthew 7:11, 10:25, 12:12, Luke 11:13, 12:24, 12:28) “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11)
· Paul 7x (Romans 5:9, 5:10, 5:15, 5:17, 11:24, 1 Corinthians 6:3, 2 Corinthians 3:9) “if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!” (Romans 5:10)
· The Author of Hebrews 3x (Hebrews 9:13-14, 10:28-29, 12:9) “Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot.” (Hebrews 10:28-29) “The blood of goats… sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ… cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death.” (Hebrews 9:13-14)
· (“How much more” arguments are often connected to either judgment or grace/mercy.)

Examples of "how much more" logic in other words: 

· Jesus 2x (Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42) “you should have practiced the latter [love and justice] without leaving the former [tithing] undone.” + “you have neglected the more important matters of the law”

· Peter 1x (1 Peter 4:17) “if [judgment] begins with us, what will the outcome be for [the world]”
Application of "how much more" logic in other words:
John 10:34-36 “Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?”

John 10 – Forest:
Major Premise: If Jesus didn’t teach that He was the unique son of God then neither should we.

Minor Premise: Jesus did not argue from Psalm 82 in John 10 that He is the unique son of God.

Conclusion: Jesus didn’t believe or teach that He was the unique son of God and neither should we.

Evaluation of the argument of Liberal Scholars/Cults:

· Their major premise is true. 

· Their minor premise is true. 

· Their conclusion is wrong since it doesn’t follow from their premises. It’s a non sequitur.

Review of “How much more” arguments:

· Jesus assumed as a premise of His argument from Psalm 82 in John 10 that He is the unique son of God.

· You use a “How much more” argument to prove something bigger than your small example.

· Jesus’ example was that it was even reasonable to call sinful people “gods”.

· Jesus conclusion was that it was even more reasonable to call the Christ “God” (John 10:24).

These trees add up to a Forest:

· John 10:35 – Jesus told the Jewish leaders that the scriptures can’t be broken to prevent them from taking their favorite blasphemy laws out of context
The scriptures can’t be broken – 
· Psalm 82 calls people “gods” in the same scriptures that prevent blasphemy 
· Matthew 22 and Psalm 110 call the Messiah “God”
The verse John 10:36 can’t be broken – 
· Jesus called himself “the one whom the Father set apart as His very own and sent into the world”

The book of John can’t be broken – 

· John 3:16 = John 10:36 claiming that Jesus was always God’s son who He sent into the world

· John 5, 8 lead up to John 10 arguing that Jesus is equal to God as God’s son in the family business

· John 10:11-14 comes before John 10:36 where Jesus called Himself “The Good Shepherd” which is a title for God through the Psalms.

· John 14:6, 9 = Jesus claimed to the only way to God the Father and to see Jesus is to see God the Father.
· John 1:1 = From the start, John has been teaching that Jesus is God and was with God from eternity past.
· John 20:28-31 = John concludes his book by telling us the story of Thomas where He calls Jesus “My Lord and my God”. Then Jesus tells Thomas that he believes the right thing that everyone should believe. And, John concludes that convincing us about this truth about Jesus is why he wrote the whole book.

The doctrine of the Trinity is complex:

· Jesus is teaching His unity with, not identity as God the Father.
· There is only one God. Jesus and God the Father are both God. Jesus is not God the Father. 

· We have to be careful not to break the scripture either.
The Gospel of John can’t be broken any more than the scripture can be broken:
· Cutting down trees to deny the existence of a forest is cheating.

· These trees add up to a forest.

· Jesus is the unique son of God. 

· Jesus is God Himself incarnate. 

· Jesus is the Lamb of God who is able to take away the sins of the world.
Conclusion: Tree Crushers – Faith Crushers – Logic Crushers
Faith Crushers from last week in John 5:
· Not loving God

· Loving the praise of man

· Not believing the Bible
Faith Crushers this week in John 10:

· Breaking scripture

· We have to be careful not to break the Bible up into chunks and then pick out the pieces we like.

· We have to take it or leave it.

· Not knowing God the Father

· We need to know God well enough to know what He does (what is works are) and what His word says.

· We have to know God in order to recognize Jesus as God.

· Silencing the witnesses 

· The Jewish leaders tried to stone Jesus to counter His argument.

· The Jewish leaders also tried to silence: Miracles, God the Son (and the Father), John the Baptist, and Bible verses they didn’t like.

The Forest and Trees:

· All evidence from the testimony of these witnesses are trees.

· The conclusion is the forest that Jesus is the unique son of God, by whom alone we can be saved.
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