In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 2, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Lessons in how Jesus used "how much more" logic to reason with people
John 10:22-42
John 10:34-36 (NIV84) 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’ (Psalm 82:6)? 35 If He called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as His very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse Me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?
-----------
In this study we want to look for Jesus’ use of the logic that asks, “If you embrace A, why isn’t it then all the more that you accept a subset of A?” For example, Moses argues in Deuteronomy 31:27 (NIV84) 27 For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you have been rebellious against the Lord while I am still alive and with you, how much more will you rebel after I die! 

Our focus as we look at John 10:22-42 is on Jesus using “how much more” logic to reason with people, drawing on existing confidence in a proposition (A) to argue in favor of a second proposition (subset of A) that is held to be implied (understood) in the first. 
May it be that by learning how to make this kind of logical argument it will assist us in commending Christ to our friends.
	John 10:22-42 (NIV)
22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around Him, saying, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in My Father’s name speak for Me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not My sheep. 27 My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone Him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone Me?” 

33 “We are not stoning You for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’ (Psalm 82:6)? 35 If He called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as His very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse Me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe Me unless I do what My Father does. 38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe Me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize Him, but He escaped their grasp. 

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here He stayed 41 and many people came to Him. They said, “Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus. 


	Introduction: By way of sharp contrast, Jesus declares Himself to be the door or gate to the sheep pen or sheep fold. The setting for this entire story (chapter 10) is in the temple in Jerusalem during the Feast of Dedication (Hanukah or Festival of Lights). 

In a sentence, the Feast of Dedication was a memorial to the rejection of false rulers (shepherds). Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23 identify the Lord as the true shepherd in contrast to the false shepherds of Israel. If those who heard the words of Jesus from John 10 were celebrating the Feast of Dedication and understood Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23, they would have taken note that Jesus was identifying Himself as the true shepherd of Israel.

10:14-21 What did Jesus say that divided the Jews?

Take note of the obedient relationship Jesus has with His Father. It almost seems startling that Jesus would be so devoted to obeying His Father. We so often think of obedience as a loss of independence, as constraint, as a straight jacket on our creative ways. But, for Jesus, it was an expression of partnership and a display of love, both for His Father and for us. But, such a relationship with God the Father stirs up all sorts of vileness in God’s enemies. Even in His most humbling display of love for people, Jesus is criticized and hated. Not everyone responds well to the generous offer of Christ. It’s stunning that such great compassion could be rejected so abruptly, so viciously.

10:22-23 The Feast of Dedication was inaugurated on the 25th of Chislev (most like our December) 164 B.C. Thus, we don’t find anything in our Old Testaments about it.
10:24 Jesus had already been clear in communicating that He was the Christ. Why had His opponents been trying to kill Him? (cf. John 8:58-59; 9:22; 10:33) Why did they now want Jesus to tell them plainly (boldly) that He was the Christ? 

10:25-26 What role does information play in coming to believe? What role do miracles play in helping us believe? 

10:27-29 What must come with our claim that we are Jesus’ sheep? 

10:30-33 By their response, what did the Jews think Jesus was saying in verse 30?

10:34-36 Try to outline Jesus’ answer. What is His argument?
10:37 Why should we only believe Jesus if He does what His Father does?

10:38 For what is Jesus hoping will change by making this argument? 
10:40-42 So Jesus retreats from Jerusalem and goes across the Jordan. How does going to where John the Baptizer had had his ministry bring things together to generate believing among the people? Did the location bring some pieces together to make John the Baptist’s testimony come to life for the people?

How did these people come to believe in Jesus? What role did John’s ministry have in how these people came to trust in Jesus?
Conclusion: How do you see yourself in this story?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Micah and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

