In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – February 9, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
How Jesus used miracles to establish His deity.
Luke 8:22-25; John 6:16-24
Luke 8:24 (NIV84) 24 The disciples went and woke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.
-----------
In this study we again think about the power of genuine miracles in establishing Christ’s deity. Jesus carefully and cautiously used miracles to validate His claim to be God. A miracle is an act of God to confirm the word of God through a messenger of God. Miracles first confirm the message of the messenger and second authenticate the messenger as both being servants of God. In other words, miracles in the narrow sense are granted by the Lord to demonstrate that a messenger has been sent by Him with His Word.
In both of our texts the miracle reminds us that the Lord is master over the wind and the water and brings people from chaos into safety. Let us, therefore, find ourselves endeared to our Savior as we are impressed with His wonders.
	Luke 8:22-25 (NIV84)
22 One day Jesus said to His disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, He fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 
24 The disciples went and woke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” 
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” He asked His disciples. 
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him.” 

John 6:16–24 (NIV84) 

16 When evening came, His disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20 But He said to them, “It is I (ego eimi = I am); don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. 
22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with His disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor His disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 


	Introduction to Luke 8:22-25: The context of this story is the significance of faith as it defines our relationship to Christ. Biblical faith is accompanied by obedient action. Be watching for Jesus’ use of the word faith and the disciples’ question, “Who is this?”
8:22-24a Describe the predicament the disciples found themselves in. What options did the disciples think that had?
8:24b-25 For what reason did Jesus rebuke His disciples? 
If you’re unwilling to say Jesus rebuked them, describe, then, why He was asking them to identify the location of their faith?
What spurred on the disciples to ask “Who is this?”
How does the disciples’ question point to the purpose of this miracle?
How does the miracle encourage a different response from the disciples the next time they’re in trouble?
Introduction to John 6:16-24: Preceding this story is Jesus feeding the 5,000. The emphasis John places on Jesus not wanting any of the leftover bread to get lost may be a clue to how we should understand the story of Jesus’ disciples by themselves in a terrible wind storm.
6:16-19 Describe the danger the disciples were in?
How does the response of the disciples to this storm stand in contrast to their response to the storm in Luke 8?
How is the circumstance of the disciples in this storm similar to the circumstance of the hungry crowd of 5000?

6:19-20 Who initiates the resolution of their predicament? Is there significance in how He identifies Himself? (Exodus 3:14)
6:21 How would you describe the miracle in this story?

To what does the miracle point?

Note: In the feeding story, bread is the central object. In the water story, Jesus identifies Himself as “I am.” Together, these two stories communicate what will be heard in 6:35, “I am the bread of life.”
6:22 What is the significance of the observation of the people that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples?

6:23-24 Why did the people go in search of Jesus? (cf. 6:14-15)

Note: how John pulls the bread story and the water story together in verse 23. Again, “I am the bread of life.”
Conclusion: What were Jesus’ intentions for performing miracles? 
What challenges are revealed when miracles are used to build faith?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

