In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 2, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Christ’s use of parables to communicate that He is the Lord.
Jesus; the Forgiver of Sins
Exodus 34:6–7; Psalm 25:16-18; Psalm 32:1–5; Isaiah 33:20–24; Luke 7:36–50
Luke 7:47 (NIV84) 47 “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”
-----------

We return to the question: How did Jesus use parables to defend His claim that He is God? Philip Payne has asserted that twenty of the fifty-two narrative parables of Jesus, Jesus depicts Himself in imagery that in the Old Testament is a reference to God. Previously we examined parables where Jesus identified Himself with these Old Testament titles of God: The Rock, the Shepherd, the Bridegroom, the Sower and the Director of the Harvest. You can review that sermon from November 24, 2013 on our church website.

This study will focus on Jesus laying claim to Forgiver of Sins, which is an attribute exclusively belonging to God. I trust you will be greatly encouraged that the One who went to the cross carrying our sin has the authority to forgive us of those sins. Just think what life would be like if we could not be forgiven? Let’s rejoice that forgiveness of sins is offered to us through our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
	Exodus 34:6–7 (NIV84) (cf. Numbers 14:18-20)

6 And He (God) passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.” 

Psalm 25:16-18 (NIV84) 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17 The troubles of my heart have multiplied; free me from my anguish. 
18 Look upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. 

Psalm 32:1–5 (NIV84) 

1 Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Selah 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to You and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”— and You forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah 

Isaiah 33:20–24 (NIV84) 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our festivals; your eyes will see Jerusalem, a peaceful abode, a tent that will not be moved; its stakes will never be pulled up, nor any of its ropes broken. 
21 There the Lord will be our Mighty One. It will be like a place of broad rivers and streams. No galley with oars will ride them, no mighty ship will sail them. 
22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is He who will save us. 
23 Your rigging hangs loose: The mast is not held secure, the sail is not spread. Then an abundance of spoils will be divided and even the lame will carry off plunder. 
24 No one living in Zion will say, “I am ill”; and the sins of those who dwell there will be forgiven. 

Luke 7:36–50 (NIV84) 

36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so He went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this Man were a prophet, He would know who is touching Him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
“Tell Me, teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
44 Then He turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for My feet, but she wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give Me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing My feet. 46 You did not put oil on My head, but she has poured perfume on My feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
	34:6-7 How would you describe God’s response to wickedness, rebellion and sin?
25:16-18 & 32:1-5 Here are two psalms of David. 
How did David describe the pain of not having his sins forgiven?
How did he describe the blessing of receiving forgiveness for his sins?
33:20-24 (Here are Pastor Dan’s thoughts of this text. Humbly agree or disagree.)
Surely, Isaiah is describing the heavenly Jerusalem. Here there will be no threat, like the ships that once attacked other capitals, for Almighty God will be there as Judge, Lawgiver and King. Thus the inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem are secure in God’s protection.

The riggings that securely held up the banner (mast) of the (enemy) Assyrian army were loose from neglect because the soldiers were either dead or had fled.
The Lord has won the victory for the lame who are now healed because they have been forgiven.
7:36-50 What is the “logic” of the Pharisee’s argument?
How does Jesus counter the Pharisee’s argument?

By contrasting the Pharisee with the woman, how do their actions communicate their personal assessment of their sinfulness and need for forgiveness? What’s the point?
How do the words and actions of Jesus in this parable lay claim to His being the same God as described in the Old Testament? 

How then do you respond to Jesus’ parable?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
