In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 9, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God.
Christ is everything we need for living life!
John 6:25-35; 8:12; 10:1-10; 10:11-18; 11:25-26; 14:6; 15:1-8
John 6:35 (NIV84) “35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty.
-----------

In our first look at Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God, we observed Jesus making an extremely bold claim to Jewish leaders that He is God, that He existed before Abraham and those who obey Him will have eternal life. Jesus’ personal use of the introduction, “I Am,” was a bold identification of Himself as the God who said to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14), “I AM WHO I AM. … say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” (cf. sermon given on December 1, 2013, Sermon Archives on church website)
This study will focus on Jesus making use of this introductory identity seven times in the heart of the Gospel of John. I AM the bread, the light, the gate, the shepherd, the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth and the life, and the true vine. Each by themselves is a power-packed claim to be God. But compiling them as The Seven Great I AMs of Jesus, make this combination possibly His boldest declaration that He is God. May our study of these texts make a profound impact on our hearts and minds that Jesus is exactly who He claims to be. The goal of this study is to answer this question: How does Jesus define who we are by being for us the bread, the light, the gate, the shepherd, the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth and the life, and the true vine? Pace yourself. i.e. Keep moving. 5-6 minutes per passage.
	1. John 6:25–35 (NIV84) 25 When they found Him on the other side of the lake, they asked Him, “Rabbi, when did You get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for Me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval.” 
28 Then they asked Him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one He has sent.” 
30 So they asked Him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
32 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty. 
2. John 8:12 (NIV84) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
3. John 10:1–10 (NIV84) 1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what He was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
4. John 10:11–18 (NIV84) 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me— 15 just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father—and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to My voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason My Father loves Me is that I lay down My life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from My Father.” 

5. John 11:25–26 (NIV84) 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

6. John 14:6 (NIV84) 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

7. John 15:1–8 (NIV84) 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples. 
------------
I AM the bread of life; the light of the world; the gate for the sheep; the good shepherd; the resurrection and the life; the way and the truth and the life; the vine.

	6:25-35 – This story is a continuation from our sermon on miracles – the feeding of the 5000 and Jesus walking on the rough waters in a storm to rescue His disciples.
6:25-29 – When those who were looking for Jesus found Him, how did Jesus describe their motivation for searching for Him?
How does Jesus attempt to redirect their focus and their pursuit of Him?

6:30-31 – What did these people correctly understand about Jesus’ attempt to change their thinking?
What were they still missing?

6:32-33 – How did Jesus clarify what their (our) pursuit for (spiritual) bread should look like?
6:34 – What do you think they understood Jesus was saying?
6:35 – What does it mean for us to come to Jesus as the Bread of Life?
8:12 – How does the “light of life” help define the meaning of the Light of the World especially as contrasted to walking in darkness?
So what is Jesus claiming by saying He is the Light of the World?

10:1-3 – How does the gate determine the difference between a thief and a shepherd?
10:3-4 – What characterizes the relationship the shepherd has with his sheep?

10:5 – What is the key distinction between the shepherd and a stranger?
10:7-9 – Jesus explains the metaphor of the gate in vv.1-5 by identifying Himself as the gate for the sheep. What is conveyed by this metaphor? i.e. What does He mean when He says He is the gate?
Why do sheep enter the gate? 

Why do sheep leave the gate?

10:1 & 10 – How does the contrast between a thief and a shepherd highlight the purpose of the gate?
10:11-13 – Not only is Jesus the gate for the sheep, He is the good shepherd for the sheep. How does the contrast between the shepherd and the hireling highlight the character and ministry of a good shepherd?
10:14-15, 17 – How does the relationship between Jesus and His Father impact Jesus’ relationship with His sheep?
10:16 – Describe the breadth of Jesus’ ministry as a shepherd.

10:18 – How is Jesus’ description of a shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep and takes it up again a claim to be God?
11:25 – How does believing in the Person who is the resurrection and the life bring life into that person?

11:26 – What does v.26 add that helps us answer the above question?

What is so startling about Jesus’ claim to be the resurrection and the life?

14:6 – What are the distinguishing characteristics of the way? … the truth? … the life?

Restate this verse in as many ways you can.

15:1-3 – Describe the relationship between the vine and the gardener.
Who are the branches?

15:4 – Describe the responsibility, the goals and the process of the relationship between all three (vine, gardener & branch).
15:5 – What, if anything, is a new feature about our relationship to the vine in v.5?
15:6 – What, if anything, is a new feature about our relationship to the vine in v.6?
15:7 – What, if anything, is a new feature about our relationship to the vine in v.7?
15:8 – If bearing much fruit involves all aspects of our healthy relationship with Jesus, describe that relationship in terms of all that Jesus is from all the above Bible references. i.e. How does Jesus define who we are?


My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
