In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – March 30, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Why doesn’t everybody believe in Jesus?
Using excuses to avoid reality!
Luke 14:15–35
Luke 14:18 (NIV84) 18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 
-----------

This study looks at some bold teaching by Jesus which should help us understand why many people don’t believe in (i.e. follow) Jesus. How do those who refuse to follow Jesus arrive at their decision? Would a more thoughtful process in how a person arrives at accepting or rejecting Jesus find more or fewer choosing to follow (believe in) Jesus?
	Luke 14:15–35 (NIV84)
15 When one of those at the table with Him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 
22 “ ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ” 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them He said: 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be My disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple. 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be My disciple. 
34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
	To help set the context, read Luke 14:7-14.
14:15 What provoked this statement spoken to Jesus? 
(Luke 13:39; 22:16, 30; Matthew 8:11; Revelation 19:9)
Luke 13:29–30 (NIV84) 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 
Revelation 19:9 (NIV84) 9 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

14:16-17 What are the important details regarding this parable of the great banquet? 

14:18-20 What three excuses are mentioned for why “all” could not come to the banquet? What’s the essence of each? 
#1:                              #2:                              #3:                              
Which does the text imply came first in time, the original notice of invitation (v.16) or the acquisitions that “prevented” their coming?
What did these people think they were turning down?

Let’s say you knew of the banquet and had been invited BEFORE you made any of the above “acquisitions.” How would you go about making your decision to accept the invitation or not?
These seem to be legitimate acquisitions. Why would someone think they automatically negate attendance at the banquet?

How would knowing about the invitation influence your decision to acquire land, animal or wife?
14:21-22 What do we now know about this “certain man” who was putting on the banquet?
Why should he be angry?

What does “the house” represent?

What is presumed by making the invitations to include the poor, crippled, bind and lame? Why a list of four?
How should we understand the servant’s accounting of his added task? (1) there weren’t enough poor, crippled, bind and lame to fill the banquet hall? (2) the poor were as full of excuses as the rich?
14:23-24 What kind of people do the “roads” and “lanes” represent?
What more is being said here than just the reality that those who don’t accept an invitation won’t take part in the banquet?

What does the own of the house gain by his anger?
14:25-27 How does Jesus’ explanation of His parable help us understand the reasons for the excuses?
What’s the connection between Jesus’ use of “hate” and “carry his cross”?

What is the connection between being Christ’s disciple and accepting the invitation to a “certain man’s” banquet (who just happens to be the owner of the house)?

Why does the cost to be Jesus’ disciple have to be so high?

14:28-30 How does Jesus want His disciples to arrive at the decision to follow Him?

Was the decision-making process implored to be used by Jesus’ disciples the same process used by those with excuses for not being able to come to the banquet?
14:31-32 What’s the point of Jesus using a war analogy here?

14:33 How does this help us understand the war analogy?

How does this clarify what’s involved in accepting the invitation to the great banquet?

14:34-35 What does saltiness have to do with the great banquet or being a disciple of Jesus?

So, using the stories and teachings of Jesus between Luke 14:15-35, why doesn’t everybody believe in (follow) Jesus?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

