In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – April 6, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Is the Bible a reliable source for truth about Jesus?
Can we trust eye witness reporting?
Luke 1:1-4; 1 Corinthians 15:1-9 

Luke 1:3 (NIV84) 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

-----------

This study should serve as an introduction to our Easter sermon as with both lessons the focus is on the reliability of the eye witnesses to Jesus and the authenticity of their writings. We will look at a small portion of the writings of Luke and Paul and attempt to assess if we can trust their eye witness reporting.

Thus, we have two texts, one written by Luke, the other by Paul. They are presented to help us grapple with two questions: Are the documents authentic? Are the writers reliable? Very likely, Luke wrote his Gospel and Acts after Paul wrote his first letter to the church in Corinth, since Luke-Acts appears to be a single work and tells about much of Paul’s ministry. In addition to testing the authenticity of these documents, we also want to take note of how these texts defend the authenticity of the Scriptures?
	Luke 1:1-4 (NIV84)
1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 
1 Corinthians 15:1-9 (NIV84)
1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all He appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

Bonus verse -

1 Corinthians 15:20 (NIV84) 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 


	1:1-4 In light of the fact that many others had written about the life of Jesus Christ, what do you understand to be Luke’s distinct vision for writing his Gospel of Jesus Christ that may be different from other writers?

For what purpose does he write?
From what Luke says, are there any indications that point to him as a reliable witness? 

What expectations does he suggest you should have of him?

15:1-2 As Paul enters his 15th chapter of this letter, of what does he want to remind his readers?
How does Paul describe the Corinthian’s response to his prior preaching the gospel and its impact on their lives?

What concern, if any, does Paul have for these Corinthian believers?
What clues does Paul gives as to how much he treasures the gospel?

15:3 What was the driving force behind Paul’s ministry? How would you explain why he did what he did?
15:3-4 What is Paul describing? Try to give a full description.
What are the implication of what Paul is describing?

What does Paul have in mind when saying twice: “according to the Scriptures?” (cf. Isaiah 53:1-2; Psalm 22) 

To what end does he make this argument?

15:5-7 What is the significance of these appearances of Jesus?
What arguments are you aware of that try to refute what Paul is saying here? Is Paul answering any of those arguments?
15:8-9 How does Paul make his case for being called an apostle? What are the qualifications for being an apostle? 
From what Paul says so far in this chapter, are there any indications that point to him as a reliable witness? 

What expectations does Paul suggest you should have of him?

What is the point of Paul’s words in verses 1-9?

Are you inclined to treat Paul as a reliable witness? Do his words ring true? How can we validate his message?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

