Sunday, April 27, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Micah Adamson

Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 

Lessons in how Jesus used "non-contradictory" logic to reason with people 
about the ultimate miracle of His death and Resurrection to verify His claim to be God.

Text: Luke 24:36-51

Introduction:
…In case you are “only a visitor to [NHCC] and do not know the things that have happened here in these days [in this sermon series]…” (Luke 24:18 NIV84)

Review the 12 topics of the apologetics sermon series on “Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith” designed to help us put our full weight of confidence in Jesus, which is the only thing that can lead to true, obedient, Christian living:
1. Why some don’t believe in Jesus. 

2. The Bible is a reliable source of truth about Jesus. 

3. What everyone knows about God.

4. Jesus’ use of reason to defend His claims.

5. Jesus’ use of testimony to defend His claims.

6. Jesus’ use of miracles to defend His claims.

7. Jesus’ use of the resurrection to defend His claims.

8. Jesus’ use of parables to defend His claims.

9. Jesus’ use of bold and direct claims to be God.

10. Jesus’ use of prophecy to defend His claims.

11. Jesus’ use of the Holy Spirit to defend His claims.

12. Practical ideas to make Christ’s claims known.

Review the last three sermons (a mini-series on the reliability, consistency, and agreement between):

· The eye witnesses testimony in the Bible (1 Corinthians 15).

· The eye witnesses testimony to Jesus’ miracles (John 11).

· The eye witnesses testimony to Jesus’ ultimate miracle, His death and resurrection (Luke 24). 

Review the last two logic sermons:

· Jesus reasoned using Greek “if this is true then that is also true” syllogisms in Matthew 22.

· Jesus reasoned using Hebrew “how much more” arguments in John 10.

Preview today’s Luke 24 logic sermon on “non-contradiction”:

· My sermon today is a continuation of Pastor Dan’s series from Luke 24 focusing on the consistency of the witnesses in the Bible, miracles, and the resurrection.

· My sermon today is also a continuation of the logic sermon series showing that Jesus reasoned using the fundamental laws of logic providing the consistency of “non-contradiction” in Luke 24. 

· Even starting this sermon with a review is part of my desire for consistency

· Whenever I read Luke 24, I am always jealous to have heard the lesson Jesus taught on the road. I’m also tempted to try to guess what Jesus said. But, I think that since Jesus spent 40 days with His disciples and then sent them into the world to preach, we probably have a good summary of what Jesus taught on the road to Emmaus in the sermons found in Acts and letters in the rest of the NT. 

Review Wayne Dyrness’ Luke 24 sermon from 2009 right around Easter:
· Jesus may have shared on the road to Emmaus about how He fulfilled the OT by talking about Jesus fulfillment of the Jewish feasts, especially the Passover, which is clearly seen in lots of NT passages (like 1 Corinthians 5:7-8).
Review Micah’s Don Carson Bible overview Luke 24 sermon from 2011:
· Jesus may have shared on the road to Emmaus about how He fulfilled the OT by covering the same information that many prophets did in their last sermons. The last sermons of: Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Ezra, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Nehemiah, Stephen, and Paul all talked about how God has been faithful to His promise to save His rebellious people.
· Jesus may have shared on the road to Emmaus about how He fulfilled the OT through a Historical/Christological Overview of the Bible like Don Carson gave us: Creation, Sin, Patriarchs (Genesis), Egypt, Exodus (Exodus-Deuteronomy), Conquest (Joshua), Judges (Judges- 1 Samuel), Kingdom (2 Samuel - 2 Chronicles), Exile (Esther + Misc. Prophets), Return (Ezra-Nehemiah + Misc Prophets), Waiting (Malachi-NT), Jesus (Matthew-John), Apostles (Acts), Church (Epistles + Revelation), now waiting for Jesus’ Return.
Review Dan’s Luke 24 sermon from last week:
· Every time Jesus appeared, His disciples went through 4 stages: confusion, rebuke, instruction, and witness.
· Undercover boss = Jesus’ showed that God can pretend not to know something without lying. This is a defense against open theism that says God doesn’t know the future. This is also an aid to Biblical interpretation since God can use rhetorical questions, sarcasm, figurative language, and other literary genres to communicate truth just like people can.
The Law of non-contradiction:

The three fundamental laws of logic are the basis for human and computer logic (Binary and Boolean algebra).
Examples of how logic is tricky if you disobey the three laws of logic:

· A wife told her computer programmer husband, “Go to the store and buy a loaf of bread, and if they have eggs, buy 12.” The store had eggs, so the computer programmer bought 12 loaves of bread.

· Premise 1: A peanut butter and jelly sandwich is better than nothing. 
Premise 2: Nothing is better than Thanksgiving dinner.

Conclusion: A peanut butter and jelly sandwich is better than Thanksgiving dinner.

The Three Fundamental Laws of logic: 

1. Law of identity (A=A), 

2. Law of non-contradiction (A can’t = not A)

3. Law of excluded middle (A = either A or not A, allowing for True or False Quizzes) – different than the fallacy of excluded middle which is false choice between a statement being true or false without allowing for complexity.
Contradictions, complexity, and categories:

· Contradiction (A isn’t A, or A is both true and false), 

· Complexity (A can be true and false at different times, in different relationships, or different parts)

· Categories (A has a complex list of parts with different values) - Theologians love categories because categories allow for complexity.

The truth claim of Christianity can’t be true and false at the same time, but it can be complex.

Applying the Law of non-contradiction to Luke 24:

Forcing a choice between head knowledge and heart knowledge is a false choice.
Three elements of persuasion:
· Ethos (good actions from speaker)

· Pathos (good feelings from listener)

· Logos (good logic still required)
Three schools of apologetics:
· Classic apologetics (logic)
· Evidential apologetics (evidence)
· Pre-suppositional apologetics (reasons you don’t want to believe logic or evidence)

Elements of apologetics in Luke 24:

· Thinking (logic)

· Experience (evidence)

· The Bible (evidence) 

· Holy Spirit (God overcoming our desire not to believe logic and the evidence)

Luke 24:30-35 (NIV84)

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

· The disciples had an emotional response to Jesus explaining the scriptures to them. 

· “The Eleven” disciples - Thomas = “the Eleven” since it’s a title, just like the 12th man is always the 12th man no matter how many fans there are (Luke 24 and John 20).
Luke 24:36-43 (NIV84)

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

· A new batch of Jesus’ disciples are back in stage one: confusion.

· The disciples had an emotional response to seeing Jesus after His resurrection, but in this case their emotional response actually contributed to their unbelief.

· Jesus saying “Peace be with you” was a statement of fact, not just advice to calm down.

· Jesus went out of His way to emphasize that He had a real body not a magical body by eating fish. Jesus could do miracles after the resurrection; it looks like He may have walked through walls (Luke 24 and John 20). But, even before Jesus’ resurrection He walked on water, which wasn’t due to a magical property of His physical body. 

Luke 24:44-49 (NIV84)
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

· Jesus’ disciples are in stages two and three: rebuke and instruction.

· Jesus had to open the disciples’ minds to understand scripture. They had pre-suppositions and bad categories that needed to be corrected before they could look at the evidence of the resurrection and believe.
· Jesus’ statement that the OT is fulfilled by Him implies that:

· All of the OT is consistent with itself: the Law of Moses (Torah), the Prophets (Neviim) and the Psalms (Ketuvim = writings or Psalms).
· All of the OT is consistent with the NT up to this point (the Gospels).
· Can we also assume that the Acts, Epistles, and Revelation are consistent too?

· This consistency is what makes “Systematic theology” possible and excludes “atomism” that pits the OT vs. the NT, the Gospels vs. the Epistles, Paul vs. James, or the even the early Paul vs. the late Paul.

· We’ve doing systematic theology by harmonizing among the gospels.

· Three branches of theology:

· Biblical theology (exegetical – what individual Bible passages say)

· Systematic theology (topical – what the whole Bible says)

· Historical theology (topical – what the church has said the Bible says)
· The fact that Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit that the Father promised has Trinitarian implications.

· Jesus death and resurrection were according to the scriptures and for our sin (1 Corinthians 15). There is a big “so what” for us if this story is true.
· The good news of the Gospel was always been planned to be shared with the whole world as seen in the OT (see Romans 15 for a list of quotes about gentiles in the OT). 

Luke 24:50-51 (NIV84)

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

· Jesus’ disciples are ready for stage four: witness.

· Jesus ascension affected the disciples emotionally.

· Bethany is near Jerusalem.

· The disciples worshipped Jesus = Thomas (Luke 24, John 20, Matthew 28). 

· Remember Randy Bergquist’s idea of the cloud as a portable throne room of heaven?

· It’s interesting to notice that they disciples worshipped Jesus and praised God AFTER Jesus returned to heaven. Jesus return to heaven enables us to pray to Him and to pray to God in His name. 

Conclusion:

· If the Bible is consistent and accurate then we can trust it.

· If we can trust the Bible then we can trust Jesus to save us from our sin.
· Remember Christianity is a truth claim made by God that has a big “so what” for us if it is true.
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