In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 4, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
What does everybody already know about God? 
Psalm 14:1-7; Isaiah 55:1-7
Psalm 14:4-5 (NIV84) 4 Will evildoers never learn – … 5 …, for God is present in the company of the righteous. 

-----------

It seems to me that we pretty much have two options in this life: either we surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ and joyfully join in with Him in His mission or we fight Him and oppose His mission and His message. Either way we go there are serious consequences. Our sermon text and worship text combine to get us thinking about our life choices. 

Psalm 14 contrasts fools with the righteous. In a similar way, so does our worship text from Isaiah 55. Let these Scripture texts both challenge and encourage you in your walk with Christ and the mission He has called us to participate in. 
	Psalm 14:1–7 (NIV84) 

  They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 

2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. 
3 All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. 

4 Will evildoers never learn – those who devour my people as men eat bread and who do not call on the Lord? 

5 There they are, overwhelmed with dread, for God is present in the company of the righteous. 

6 You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, but the Lord is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the Lord restores the fortunes of His people, let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad! 

Isaiah 55:1–7 (NIV84)
1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 

2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to Me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 

3 Give ear and come to Me; hear Me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, My faithful love promised to David. 

4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples. 

5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for He has endowed you with splendor.” 

6 Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon. 


	Four Observers of Life on Earth
1. - 14:1 - The fool – What is his conclusion to his “observation?” And, what are the consequences to his conclusion?
2. - 14:2-3 - The Lord – What question drives His search? What are His observations? What conclusion does He come to?
3. - 14:4-6 - David – What are his observations about evildoers (i.e., fools)? What perplexes him about evildoers that seems all too obvious to him?
4. - 14:7 - The righteous – What is the heart cry of the righteous? What would understand to be their observations? What do they know that gives them hope that their days of affliction will end?
The Lord’s Comfort for the “Thirsty” and Challenge to the “Wicked”
55:1-3 – Who is being addressed by God through His prophet Isaiah? What is He offering them? 

How do these comforting words prepare you for eating at the Lord’s Table this coming Lord’s Day?
55:4-7 – How did the Lord make David a witness, leader and commander of the peoples? 

What was his mission? How did God help David fulfill his mission?
What was David’s message?
Conclusion(s): If we are feasting on Jesus and His Word, how will our mission and message be like David’s?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

