In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 11, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
The power of testimony in defending the claim that Jesus is God
John 8:12-30
John 8:12 (NIV84) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
-----------

Previously in our examination of the topic of the power of testimony in defending the claim that Jesus is God, we looked at the stories in John 5. First from 5:16-30 where Jesus testifies on His own behalf to be God based on the kind and quality of His relationship with His Father. Next from 5:31-47 Jesus calls on four witnesses to affirm His claim: John the Baptist, His own works, His Father and Scripture.

Now, three chapters later in John’s Gospel and in the context of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus makes the claim to be the light of the world and is challenged by  none other than, you guessed it, the Pharisees. 
Our study is intended to examine the validity of Jesus’ use of personal testimony and strengthen our ability to defend Jesus claim to be God.
	John 8:12–30 (NIV84)
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 The Pharisees challenged Him, “Here You are, appearing as Your own witness; Your testimony is not valid.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on My own behalf, My testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, My decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent Me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 18 I am one who testifies for Myself; My other witness is the Father, who sent Me.” 
19 Then they asked Him, “Where is Your father?” 
“You do not know Me or My Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized Him, because His time had not yet come. 
21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 
22 This made the Jews ask, “Will He kill Himself? Is that why He says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 
23 But He continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
25 “Who are You?” they asked. 
“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But He who sent Me is reliable, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world.” 
27 They did not understand that He was telling them about His Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me. 29 The one who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.” 30 Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him. 

	Some things to look for:
First: Be clear about what claim Jesus is making. You may want to get the larger context by backing up to look at John 7 forward.

Second: Listen to the arguments of the Pharisees. What are they? 8:13
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Third: Pay attention to how Jesus exposes from the inside out these Pharisees. What do we learn from Jesus about their character, knowledge and destiny? 
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Fourth: Note Jesus’ contrasting self-defense of His character, knowledge and destiny.
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Summarize Jesus’ testimony (argument).
Fifth: Don’t forget to take note of John’s comments as the observer and commentator of this exchange. 
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Conclusion(s): Does Jesus demonstrate that He is the light of the world by His testimony? 



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

