In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 18, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Christ’s use of parables to communicate that He is the Lord.
Jesus: the Son of the Vineyard Owner or the Capstone the builders rejected
Matthew 21:33–46; Psalm 118:13-24; Isaiah 5:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-8
Matthew 21:43 (NIV84) 43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.
-----------

We return for the third time to the question: How did Jesus use parables to defend His claim that He is God? Philip Payne asserted that twenty of the fifty-two narrative parables of Jesus, Jesus depicts Himself in imagery that in the Old Testament is a reference to God. Last Thanksgiving, we saw Jesus identify Himself with these Old Testament titles of God: The Rock, the Shepherd, the Bridegroom, the Sower and the Director of the Harvest. This past March 2nd, at the beginning of Lent, we watched as Jesus claimed to be the Forgiver of Sins, an attribute exclusively belonging to God. 
This Lord’s Day, we take note of how Jesus merged vineyard talk with temple talk when He claims to be the Son of the Vineyard Owner and the Capstone of the Temple, the spiritual house of God’s people.
	Matthew 21:33–46 (NIV84)
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew He was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest Him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that He was a prophet. 

Isaiah 5:1–7 (NIV84)
1 I will sing for the one I love a song about His vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then He looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 
3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between Me and My vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for My vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are the garden of His delight. 
And He looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

1 Peter 2:4–8 (NIV84)
4 As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” 

8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 

Psalm 118:13–24 (NIV84) 

13 I was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me. 14 The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 
15 Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 
16 The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!” 17 I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 
18 The Lord has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 20 This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter. 
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 23 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 


	Read through all of these Bible texts looking for how Jesus may have intended the merger of vineyard talk with temple talk. 

What does the vineyard have to do with the temple?
What does the Messiah have to do with the Master’s Son?
What was Jesus claiming for Himself in the parable in Matthew 21?
How does He back up His claim?




My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
