In preparation for our sermon this coming Lord’s Day – May 25, 2014
Jesus, the lead defender of the Christian faith: 
Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God - We can pray in Jesus’ name.
John 14:5–14
John 14:13-14 (NIV84) 13 “And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it.”
-----------

In our first look at Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God, we observed Jesus making an extremely bold claim to Jewish leaders that He is God, that He existed before Abraham and those who obey Him will have eternal life. Jesus’ personal use of the introduction, “I Am,” was a bold identification of Himself as the God who said to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14), “I AM WHO I AM.”

In our second look at Jesus’ bold and direct claims to be God, we noted seven times in John’s Gospel where Jesus used the “I AM” personal introduction to proclaim Himself to be God. I AM the bread, the light, the gate, the shepherd, the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth and the life, and the true vine. 
Now in our third look at this topic we will examine Jesus’ bold and direct claim to be God by His declaration that we can pray in His name and He will answer. 
	John 14:5–14 (NIV84) 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well. From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in Me? The words I say to you are not just My own. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work. 11 Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it. 
	For review, you may wish to look at these texts: John 8:42–59 - John 6:25-35; 8:12; 10:1-10; 10:11-18; 11:25-26; 14:6; 15:1-8
As you consider Jesus’ bold and direct approach to laying claim to being God, compare His story approach, i.e., His use of parables to make the same claim. How do you think Jesus decides which approach to take?
Keep these observations in mind: all the parables are found in Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and delivered in public settings; most of the bold and direct proclamations by Jesus are found in John’s Gospel and delivered in private settings. (Norman Geisler, The Apologetics of Jesus, pp. 89-90)
As you look John 14, think about why Jesus would use the bold and direct approach with His disciples in private rather than the parable approach in public.
Also, keep in mind that though the bold and direct proclamations by Jesus are more dominantly present in the John, they are still present in the “Synoptics.”
Compare John 10:24 with John 14:8. What does that say to you?

Compare how Jesus boldly speaks to both His disciples and the Jewish leaders: John 10:35-38 with John 14:9-14. 
On what basis can Jesus make His claims in verses 13-14?



My preliminary anticipations for what I may hear this coming Lord’s Day: __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
My prayer for Pastor Dan and all those who will hear his message: ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
