Sunday, June 29, 2014 – New Heights Christian Church, Kent, WA – Dr. Daniel Folden
How ought we to live in days like these? Part 2

2 Peter 1:3-11
2 Peter 1:4 (NIV84) 4 Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

-----------

When we look around, we can find many reasons to be discouraged about the prospects of Christ having a transforming impact on the world. Peter has a word for us as he did for the Christians in his day who could easily have become overwhelmed by the spiritual darkness surrounding them. If anything, the prevailing darkness should spur us on all the more to let our light shine so that sinners can find their way to the Savior!
	1 Simon Peter, 
a servant and apostle 

of Jesus Christ, 

To those who 

through 

the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 
have received 
a faith
[Faith is a personal trust in God; righteousness originates with God and “through Christ it flows down to us.”] 

as precious as ours:


	2 Grace and peace 

be yours in abundance 
[be multiplied] 

through 

the knowledge of God 

and of Jesus our Lord. 

[Knowledge is an experience that promotes fellowship. The point of knowing Scripture is to know Jesus Christ. To “know” Jesus Christ is to experience in multiplied ways His grace and peace.]

	3 His divine power has 
given us everything we need 
for life and godliness 
through 
our knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and goodness [excellence].

	4 Through these (His glory and goodness [excellence])
He has given us His very great and precious promises, 
so that 
through them 
you may participate in the divine nature 
(1 righteousness, 
2 grace and peace, 
2 glory and goodness [excellence]
3 life and godliness)
and escape the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires. 

	Notice the four-fold emphasis on what God has given us to we can participate in His divine nature and escape the corruption that is in the world. 1:1 We “have received a faith.” 1:2 Grace and peace are ours in abundance. 1:3 He “given us everything we need for life and godliness.” 1:4 “He has given us His very great and precious promises.”

	
	5 For this very reason, make every effort to add
	

	When God calls a person, he wants him to put forth every possible effort to obey this divine call and to do so without delay. 


	1. to your faith goodness [moral excellence];
	2. and to goodness [moral excellence], knowledge;
	3. 6 and to knowledge, self-control;
	4. and to self-control, perseverance;
	5. and to perseverance, godliness;
	6. 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness;
	7. and to brotherly kindness, [Christian] love.
	8. [Christian] love.

	Connect to the source of life by repentance and confession. Faith is life-giving.
	Commit to being continually cleansed from sin. 1 John 1:9; Ps. 139:23-24
	Daily increase personal and relational knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
	Engage in strict training to be ready to respond when the Master calls. Firmness with flexibility.
	A determined will to hold fast to obeying Christ in spite of opposition. Firmness with focus.
	Outward behavior that honors the Lord and inspires people to praise God. 2 Peter 2:12
	Loving, serving, encouraging and exhorting our brothers and sisters in Christ
	Agape, self-giving, sacrificial love on behalf of Christ for a specific person or group.

	These eight virtues or spiritual qualities are to be worked on together as a unified whole both among individual Christians and as a congregation of Christians. This suggests that Christians at all ages and stages of maturity have a common “curriculum” and “objective.”

	8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 
they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 

in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	9 But if anyone does not have them, 
he is nearsighted and blind, 
and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.

	Peter communicates that there is no fence-sitting option for the Christian. Possess these qualities in increasing measure and be effective and productive or, do not possess these qualities and be blind, living as if we haven’t even been cleansed of our past sins. The alternative to not making every effort to add these additional seven qualities to our faith is unthinkable.

	10 Therefore, my brothers, 
be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. 
For if you do these things, you will never fall, 
11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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The Source
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	Connect to the source.
	Be continually cleansed. 
	Know the operator.
	Be firm with flexibility.
	Be firm with focus.
	Give everyone a gentle mist.
	Refresh your own garden.
	Go beyond the call of duty.

	1. add to your faith goodness [moral excellence];
	2. and to goodness [moral excellence], knowledge;
	3. 6 and to knowledge, self-control;
	4. and to self-control, perseverance;
	5. and to perseverance, godliness;
	6. 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness;
	7. and to brotherly kindness, [Christian] love.
	8. [Christian] love.


Under what circumstances do you think these gifts are given to God’s people?
We may have good reason to be discouraged about the prospect of seeing the Gospel advanced in our community and nation today. But, how does this text overcome our discouragement?
Considering what God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, have provided for us, are They out of line to ask us to make good use of Their provisions?
What are we asked to do with what we have been given or promised?

1:5-7 – 

1:10 – 

What is gained if we add these seven virtues or qualities to our faith?
1:8 – 

1:11 – 

What is lost if we do not add these seven virtues or qualities to our faith?

1:9 – 

What activities are you presently involved in that are strengthening each of these seven additional qualities?
	Moral excellence:


	Godliness:



	Relational knowledge:


	Brotherly kindness:



	Self-Control:


	Christian love:



	Perseverance:


	


So, how will you live for Christ in days like these?
2 Peter 1:1-11 (NIV84) 1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. 4 Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

1:1 Through the righteousness of our God and Savior we are given a precious faith.


1:2 The knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord gives us an abundance of grace and peace.


1:3 God’s divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness.


1:4 Through God’s glory and moral excellence He has given us very great and precious promises.








� Simon J. Kistemaker and William Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 250.
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